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From the Chair
Hello everyone I hope that everyone is ok and looking to the
future. I have started the groundwork for future FMPS events
and will be meeting with Colin Cracknell* as soon as Boris
gives the go ahead for future events to take place and, I will
also be in contact with speakers etc.
The first thing I intend to do is Chair a Committee
meeting and then we can have a members night with no
scheduled speaker in order to discuss the club and future
events or, in other words, a good old catch up.
Referring back to the meeting with Colin he is keen for the
working day to go ahead (weather permitting) at Grove Farm
Great Henny; I also hope I can call on the membership to come
forward to help at this worthwhile event.
There is one thing that surprises me and that is the fact I very
rarely get any replies to my requests for articles for the
magazine or sales items because, I have noticed over the
years, there is a wealth of knowledge on different subjects most
of you possess and it just seems a pity that John (our editor) is
having difficulty filling the magazine because of this.
Anyway, I hope to see you all soon at the first meeting we have
been allowed for a very long time. Watch the website for details
and dates.
Bryan

Note* The Cracknell family are the hosts of the FMPS working day to be held
October 3rd at Great Henny near Sudbury Suffolk. (editor)
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From the Editor,
Some thoughts around what we can do with our new freedom.
The time has come to now look forward with more confidence
in what we, the Society, and as individual members, hope to
achieve post Covid. The question arises:- given it is well over a
year since the Society has had any event or even a meeting
what should your Committee be looking to do from here on?
Monthly Meetings. All going to plan monthly meetings will
recommence very soon, as you will understand no speakers
have been booked but some who were cancelled last year may
well be available for the Autumn and Winter. Your Committee
will be working on securing a full programme. However, here is
the opportunity for you, the members, to say what you want to
see and hear at future meetings. Perhaps some of you might
even have a “pet” subject you would be prepared to share at a
meeting. As I have said in the past it really does not have to be
just farm machinery, anything you enjoy or participate in could
be of interest.
Rallies. Yes, the subject is still on the back burner but it is still
there. For many years the Society organised an annual rally
which brought members together and gave us the opportunity
to share our interest with the public. In recent years we have
failed to hold a rally for reasons which are well documented. Is
it beyond our members to revive a rally? It would take
enthusiasm, organisational skills, dedication and time but, I
believe it can be done. It is likely some rallies which have been
halted over the past couple of years will never re-emerge. Can
the FMPS fill the gap in the calendar? I am of course now
thinking about 2022. Bring your thoughts and opinions to the
meetings.
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Tractor Runs. We have some members who have organised
tractor runs very successfully, these have proved popular and
most importantly have raised funds for charity, is it the view of
members these should continue? If you agree then please
come forward and get involved. Here is another subject for
discussion at a monthly meeting.
Working Days. I have been a member of the Society for
around 35 years and almost every one of those years (except
years affected by Foot and Mouth or Covid) we have held an
annual working day courtesy of the Cracknell family at Grove
Farm in Great Henny and, this year the event should be taking
place as in the past. Although, as always, help to set up will be
required on Saturday 2nd of October ready for “working” on the
following day. The event usually attracts between 20 and 30
working tractors, 20 plus stationary engines and a variety of
anything and everything, from some military vehicles, cars,
motorcycles and so the list goes on. The question I pose to the
members is:- with there currently being no club rally is there
scope for another working day in the calendar? Is there
enthusiasm among the members? All this can be brought to the
Committee at the monthly meetings.
Social Events. In the past the Society has run some very
successful social events, bus outings, hog roasts, museum
visits to name just a few, Significant organisation is required but
always much appreciated by those who take part. For whatever
reason these events have ground to a halt (long before Covid)
why? Bring your thoughts to a meeting.
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Anything else. I have touched on the traditional activities of
our Society, some of which have fallen by the wayside. It is
easy to sit back and do nothing and wait for others to do
something.
“If you spend too much time thinking about a thing, you’ll never
get it done.” (Bruce Lee)
After our enforced break it appears to me that perhaps we are
restarting with a blank page, this must be a real opportunity to
fill this page with some new ideas.
Membership has remained buoyant but a little down on
previous years but as rallies and shows open up no doubt
membership will recover to previous numbers because
insurance cover is needed but, is our Society just about
providing insurance cover for exhibitors? There is no doubt
many members only join for the cover we provide as is
demonstrated by their location. (from the most Northerly tip of
Scotland to the most Southerly point in Cornwall and across the
Irish sea) we have members from all over the UK. Clearly
these members are not likely to attend meetings in Halstead
but as the vast majority are in Essex and Suffolk then this
majority could join us in person and help fill the proverbial blank
with some new ideas.
To stay in touch with FMPS news remember, the website is
your first port of call.

Go to:-

www.fmps.org.uk

Share ideas, Shape our future.
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Great News!
After about 15 months we can meet again.
Member's meeting 28th July 2021 at 8pm. at
Halstead Football Club.
There has been such long break in FMPS gatherings (over
15 months) but now we can get together again.
Rather than drop in a speaker on the first night back, we would
like to use this first meeting to chat and get ideas from you, the
membership, of where the FMPS has missed the point to cause
a decline in numbers participating in visits and talks and, what
you think will help move us forward, improve attendance and
attract new members.
We are looking to you for help and work out how to bring about
changes allowing us to continue and improve.

The date may be forced to change due to possible
further Covid restrictions.
Check our website regularly for updates.
www.fmps.org.uk
or phone John Court:- 01394 448492
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Barry Lambert
1943 – 2021

It is with great sadness we have to report the passing of
Barry Lambert, one of the Society’s longest standing
members. Over the years Barry made a real contribution to
the club and everyone who knew him will remember his
stories and wonderfully wry sense of humour.
Condolences go to his wife Angela and their sons Steven
and Fred.
A snapshot of Barry’s life and some of his exploits will
appear in the next edition of this magazine. (editor)
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Simple ideas are always the best.
Contributed by Winston Roberts.

I wondered if your readers would be interested in the
Waterproof Stopper/Plug that I designed and made for water
tanks of any
size. This
allows me to
transport my
Stationary
Engines from
show to show
without
emptying the
tanks.

The stopper as
fitted to my
cooling tank
ready for
transporting.
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I have a 1926 1050 ph Crossley with a tank that holds 98 litres
of water. I add to this a fully synthetic corrosion inhibitor
Ankorsol from Morris Oils added at 3%.this is not a cheap
option but I feel that it is worth it.
I therefore don’t want to be emptying the tanks onto the field
after every show or having a mess when it is spilling out on the
way home.
I hope that this is of some interest.

If any reader wants more information or advice on making
similar covers/stoppers I am happy to help. Contact me:winstonroberts@outlook.com
Winston Roberts,
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Have you lost it?

Have I lost what, you will be thinking.
During the recent months we have not had the pleasure of
attending Rallies or Shows and have therefore not needed
the letter confirming Public Liability Insurance. There is a
real chance of it being in a “safe place” but hopefully you
will need it before long if you have an event to enter.
However, if your “safe place” is so safe you cannot
remember where it is you might need a replacement.
No need to worry:- I can provide you with a duplicate copy.
Just send a cheque for £2.00 and a Stamped and
Addressed envelope to the Membership Secretary
(address on the inside cover of this magazine)
Cheque made out to “Farm Machinery Preservation Society”
Or pay by BACS - sort code 60-05-13 acc. 89395514
Any Member paying by BACS can have the replacement
insurance emailed to speed up the process.
Email: fmps@btinternet.com with your duplicate request.
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Two Wheel Memories.
From our now regular contributor, Martin Day.

Back in time when Fordson Majors, Claas Matadors and David
Brown 990 Implematic’s roamed the land, I first took to the
roads (legally) astride a 1948 BSA C10 250cc side valve
motorcycle. Independence and freedom, but very quickly came
to understand the term, ‘roadside repairs’.
The cost of this freedom, £10 for the BSA, £8 for insurance with
eight months road tax, transferred from the previous owner.
The Ministry driving test was soon passed, the L-plates
removed and like all teenagers of the time, I was soon moving
up the scale with improved bikes as soon as money allowed.
Because it
was the
first, I have
never
forgotten
the C10
and over
the years
have
sought to
Great excitement! Just arrived from the auction
purchase a
similar machine and relive those special memories, but with no
success, the right bike never seemed to be available. Then in
December 2020, I spotted the ideal C10 an anomaly and
penultimate lot in Bonhams winter motorcycle auction, of which
two large collections formed the basis - mainly specialist racing
bikes and very expensive, top end road going machinery. The
C10, a matching numbers machine and in original specification
had been purchased in 1989 and placed immediately in storage
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becoming part of a large private collection. It even had a dual
seat fitted from a later C11 model making it identical to my
original bike.
Due to Covid restrictions, the auction was online, so I decided
to place an absentee bid trusting the photographs and after
consultation with the Magazine Editor deciding a bid value.
Paperwork completed and on the day, I watched the previous
lots go under the hammer, all selling close to their guide price.
Then my lot preceded by a Vincent Rapide selling for £60,000
and a Brough Superior £85,000 - the auctioneer spending time
and effort to obtain the best price. Luck was with me as he only
took three bids on the BSA and in twenty seconds, the bike was
mine, well below my top figure. I paid and confirmed with a
specialist transporter the arrangements for delivery. Five days
later the BSA was in my workshop and me with it, under orders
from Boris I was to stay home and not receive visitors and was
therefore free from interruptions from my children and their
children, bliss!
What course of action to follow, refurbish and ride as is, or strip
and restore? I started “to play” - petrol tank and seat removed
and a full inspection, it was as suspected, well used and
basically just kept running, the polite term for ‘bodged’. The last
riding owner carrying out running repairs that even my none
engineering friends would not have been happy with.
Therefore, I made the decision to restore to the standard of a
three-year-old, road-going bike, typical of its era retaining as
many original parts as possible, to be a mechanically sound,
well-presented machine, but definitely not a show queen. Now
where did I put my CEI taps and dies last used in 1998 when
working on my BSA Shooting Star?
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New Member to FMPS
Hi my name is David and because of the death of my Auntie in
November 2019 I had to clear out the family home where I
grew up to get it ready to sell and came across my old Lester D
that I acquired and took apart some 40 years ago with the
intention of restoring it.
I was volunteering at the time at Coalhouse Fort in East Tilbury
Essex and I intended
to start a stationary
engine group so
purchased the Lister
from somewhere and
set about taking it
apart to restore but
other more important
things took over like
meeting my
wife/getting
married/buying a
house/etc. I have
always been interested and drawn to the past; well pretty much
anything old. I think it was my grandfather’s influence that got
me into this as he was always tinkering with something or
another and I always showed a keen interest, and being frugal I
never liked to throw anything away so I donated quite a lot of
things to Mangapps Railway Museum in Burnham-on-Crouch
that have a connection to history.
I contacted FMPS regarding the Lister D and got a reply from
John Southall, who said he would put it in the December 2020
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magazine to see if anyone wanted it. As I had no takers and

with lockdown, I decided to have a go at bringing it back to life
and so the story begins. You will see by the picture’s it is going
to be somewhat of a task.

Unfortunately, even though I put things in a box, the roof of the
shed where it was stored leaked and things got wet and damp.
Lots of bits had rusted badly; good job I stood the camshaft in
and over the bore as this has saved it from being damaged, in
hindsight it may have been better if I had not taken it apart. The
piston is passed it but luckily John has one that I can have so
will be taking him up on his offer when I get to putting it back
together.
I am quite lucky as I am a key worker and have been working
during lockdown but not being able to go anywhere I have
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spent a lot of my time in my man-cave sorting out and cleaning
up whilst also seeing what I am going to have to find to put it
back into a working condition. I do have the petrol tank and it’s
not in a bad shape so hopefully it will not leak, but the magneto
is shot so unfortunately I will either have to find a replacement
or get it rewound. Lots of little parts have rusted away too badly
to use, so I might be on the lookout for bits and pieces or whole
parts. If anyone has any old parts knocking around, please get
in touch and let me know what you have for sale as I would be
eager to purchase these from you.
If there are any D experts out there that I can get advice from, it
would be nice to hear from you as I move forward with the
project. I can be contacted on this email address:
the.wrights@blueyonder.co.uk
I have taken up a membership and am looking forward to
meeting up at future meetings and club events; it will be nice to
get back to some type of normal.
Some pictures of project so far.
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After sorting out all the parts I found there were some missing
or too corroded to put back together, so back to emailing John
to see what he had and he came to my rescue in the form of
studs and a carb that I was grateful for.
I have seen many Lister D that have had a lot of time spent on
them, rubbing down every last imperfections, now don’t take
me wrong, I am not against that but wanted to make mine look
as if it was just a good old work horse from times gone by,
which is what they were, with many thousands made and used
for a variety of task. I have painted most of the pieces now after
getting some mid Brunswick green mixed up by my local paint
merchant, and have found a good source of precisions bolts
nuts and a lot more in metric or Imperial thread sizes, some of
you might know about them already if not give them a look at
www.ACCU.co.uk very helpful and very fast delivery.
Now getting back to the project, I have started to put things
back together and then realised it was getting heavy so turned
my attention to
a trolley, now I
am a great one
for making
something out
of nothing. I
found some
hard wood in a
skip and cut it
to size then
found a broken
sack barrow at
the side of the road with two wheels just if it was waiting for me,
a tube from work just the right size for an axle and some old
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bed frame I have used for a stand, just need to get two handles
made up at my local blacksmiths.
My petrol tank had some rust inside but with some shingle and
some paraffin and a good shake it seems to have come up very
well and should have no problems, I have a tap with no middle
so will have to source one
from somewhere.
I am waiting for a new
head gasket and new
head studs as this is quite
an important part, I
decided to buy new, then
I can get the head put on
and install the rocker
gear. I
have been
very busy
of late so
not done
as much
as I would
have liked,
am
looking
forward to
getting
back to
some sort of normal as I am sure you all are and hope we get
some meetings or rallies so I can meet up with some of you in
the near future.
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For Sale and Wanted
For Sale: £ 75.00
Set of 4 iron wheels in
perfect condition.
11 ¾ inch diameter
Contact Ray Robb
01728 638694
Near Saxmundham
Suffolk

For Sale: £ 80.00
Set of 4 Heavy duty
Iron wheels. Perfect for
your large engine trolley.
14 inch diameter with
brass bush for axle.
Contact Ray Robb
01728 638694
Near Saxmundham
Suffolk
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For Sale and Wanted
For Sale: £ 50.00
Set of 4 spoked
steel wheels
15 ¼ diameter
Contact Ray Robb
01728 638694
Near
Saxmundham
Suffolk

For Sale: £ 30.00
Pair of iron wheels,
great condition.
10 ¼ diameter
Contact Ray Robb
01728 638694
Near Saxmundham
Suffolk
__________________________________________________
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For Sale and Wanted
For Sale: £ 30.00
Pair of heavy duty iron
wheels.
10 ¼ diameter
Contact Ray Robb
01728 638694
Near Saxmundham
Suffolk

For Sale: £ 35.00
Pulleys
3 x Wolseley WD
fitment.
1 x Lister D
fitment.
1 x twin V belt
should fit D type
or WD
Contact Ray Robb
01728 638694
Near Saxmundham Suffolk
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For Sale and Wanted
For Sale:
Auto Culto Plough £40.00
Massey Harris 706 Semi Mounted Finger Mower £65.00
Rear Tractor Tyres 12.4/11 x 28. 11 x 28 £5.00 each
2 x Vintage Car Tyres 1 of 500 – 18 1 of 475 /500 -18
unused £10.00 each
Some Used Spares for Land Rover Defender 90. Manual
Steering Box. Heater, 2.5 N/A Diesel Engine (please enquire)
Contact W A Miller 01206 543230 (Colchester Essex)
______________________________________________
For Sale: Lister Shearing Set. £250.
A Lister Flywheel
Driven Shearing Set.
Mounted on Lister
Style Trolley.
1942 Lister D engine
and genuine Lister
Shearing attachment
complete with hand
set and drive cable. 5
spare unused cutters

included. £250
John Southall. 07340 781621 – (near Ipswich Suffolk)
email:fmps@btinternet.com
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FMPS Working Day
October 3rd

Assuming Covid or any similar disasters do not put us all in
jeopardy once again I am pleased to announce the FMPS
Working Day will go ahead this year courtesy of the Cracknell
family.
For many years this event has been regarded as a great way to
finish off the season which of course this year, looks to be
much reduced and therefore, the working day will have extra
appeal to those who have felt starved of “vintage activities”
Ploughing plots will be available as always and all are welcome
whether you are an expert or a complete novice. It is not a
competition but a chance to put your old machinery through its
paces.
Stationary engines are always well represented with their own
compound.
All and everything is welcome: bring your vintage commercial,
car, motorcycle or military vehicle or absolutely anything of
interest.

This event is always well supported by the public and
donations always go to charity. (in recent years the Air
Ambulance Service)
Find the working day at Grove Farm, Great Henny,
Near Sudbury Suffolk. CO10 7LT.
To join us call Colin Cracknell 01787 269214
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Are we Up to Date?
Have you moved house?
Have you changed your phone
number?
Have you changed your email
address?
Are there any other changes we need to be
aware of in order to ensure any communication
from the Society reaches you in a correct and
timely manner?
Please let us know of any changes:email:-

fmps@btinternet.com

Phone / Text:- 07340 781621
Mail:- FMPS, 4 Tye Lane, Willisham,
Ipswich, Suffolk, IP8 4SR
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A bit more from the Editor
At the risk of becoming repetitive having broached the subject
so many times:- producing this magazine relies almost entirely
on you, the members, to share stories, write-ups, ideas and
comments and often this input is not forthcoming thus making
my job more difficult.
There are some who willingly put finger to keyboard and to
those I offer my sincere thanks.
If you have interests outside of Farm Machinery then this is
fine, in recent times articles have been forthcoming around
model railways and motorcycles, great! Keep them coming.
If writing is not your “thing” then I am often looking for
photographs for the front cover and even some to fill gaps in
the magazine. With some events beginning again this year why
not “click a piccy” on your phone at an event you visit? Our
members are spread the length and breadth of the UK so why
not share what is happening in your area?

Latest News for East Anglian Members.
It appears the Weeting Rally 16th, 17th, 18th of July is up and
running. (subject to Big Boris saying otherwise)
Also, the Henham Rally is set to go on 18th and 19th of
September. (again subject to possible CV19 restrictions)
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FMPS Meetings / Visits

Meetings should
recommence from July 28th
(subject to possible further Covid restrictions)
See details in this magazine

Always check the WEBSITE
www.fmps.org.uk
for meeting updates.

This magazine is also available to read on the
website, usually at least a week before the printed
copy arrives. You can see all the pictures in their
original colour and of course see the “For Sale”
items in advance.

Deadline for next Magazine August 16th 2021

Society Badges £2.50 each

+ 75p post and packing. Or, save postage, collect at meetings

Promote your Society
Available once again are
these fine quality woven and
metal badges. The woven
badge is 90mm diameter and
the metal pin on badge is 25mm
Contact our Treasurer, John Court.
courtj106@aol.com
(preferred contact)
Or phone: 01394 448492

