
 
 

 

 



 
 

September 2020 

From the Chair  

No doubt many of you remember the summer of 1976; I have 
always thought it was the longest period of dry rainless weather 
any of us will have ever experienced but, to a certain proportion 
of our society, it is as though these type of conditions have only 
existed since the millennium turned.   
 
I would like to see some stories from the past from members 
who have lengthy memories or perhaps from your family 
members with memories which would be of interest to our 
membership. 
I was a crawler driver at Great Thurlow Hall and it was 
challenging but, when the weather, as we say, returned to 
“normal” the land ploughed very well. 
 
I have noticed that several groups have been organising tractor 
runs and small gatherings whilst adhering to Covid rules; well 
done everyone, and, no doubt the majority of you with 
equipment have taken every opportunity to get everything up to 
top spec. ready for when it can be used once again. 
  
You may have seen the FMPS Working Day at Great Henny is 
off due to the present CV19 conditions in the country;  I can 
assure you all that  Colin and Mark gave great consideration to 
everything before making the decision to cancel for this year 
and I support their decision. 
  
Hopefully we will have a Committee meeting in the next few 
weeks to discuss the coming month’s business and whether we 
are forced into moving the AGM forward into the Spring of next 
year which has thought to be a possibility. (watch the website 
for information regarding this. Editor)  
  

That’s all for now, please write in.            Bryan.  



 
 

September 2020 
From the Editor. 
 
The front cover of this magazine really sums up everybody’s 
year and really there is nothing more to be said. However, on 
September 13

th
 there is a reasonable possibility of a Tractor 

Run going ahead in Essex organised by David Hunt and Dick 
Hughes, there are more details in this magazine. It goes almost 
without saying the run is subject to possible CV19 restrictions 
but with care we really might (we must) start to get back to 
“normal”. 
 
The majority of members have internet access and those with 
an email address should have received an email telling you 
about the new FMPS website. The old site was looking tired 
and very dated and looking back it was many years since I built 
it and therefore a new modern, very user friendly site has been 
developed (not by your editor I hasten to add, although we had 
total control of content)   
 
The new site has a “latest news” section on the home page on 
which any updates to events, meetings or other club business 
will be placed to keep all informed. Watch this space. 
 

          Visit:-        www.fmps.org.uk  
 

Membership remains steady and already I have had some new 
members getting ready for next year, no doubt encouraged by 
the current offer to join now and the membership (and Public 
Liability Insurance cover) will be valid until the end of 2021.  
The subscription cost for 2021 remains at just £19.50 and this 
includes a quarterly magazine, meetings and visits when they 
resume and as mentioned insurance for your static rally 
exhibits. Download a membership form from the website. 
 
A final comment:- Many thanks to those who have contributed 
to this edition with some really great articles. More please !! 

Editor.  

http://www.fmps.org.uk/


 
 

 

Essex Tractor Run 

Sunday 13
th

 September 2020 
10.00 a.m. Brazenhead Farm 

Great Bardfield Essex. CM7 4PT 
 

It is hoped the tractor run postponed from earlier in the 
year can now take place on 13

th
 of September. 

 
This is very much dependant on the CV19 situation. 
 
In the event that infections in the area rise or restrictions 
are imposed then the event will be cancelled but, at the 
time of going to press the intention is to go ahead. 
 
This year there will be no refreshments available and 
therefore come with your own “pack up” 
 
It is felt that at some point life must begin to return to 
normal and therefore what better way to start than to 
give your old machines an outing in aid of the Essex Air 
Ambulance Service. 
 
Contacts:-  To find out more or register your entry 
 
Dick Hughes. dickhughes63@btinternet.com    01371 856426   
David Hunt    david.hunt4@btconnect.com       01371 810314 
 

It is essential you stay in touch to confirm the 
run is on. 

 

mailto:dickhughes63@btinternet.com
mailto:david.hunt4@btconnect.com


 
 

Covid Confinement Capers  
Or, what did you or your neighbours do? 

From John Court (Treasurer) 

This might be desperation alley for filler in the next magazine 
about what people do, or by now hopefully did, in the shutdown 
with FMPS assistance. 
 
A lady in the village has been putting her bear (Barnaby) in 
various guises over the weeks, like St. Georges Day he was a 
Scout in full uniform, Queen's birthday as a bandsman in 
uniform with a trumpet, when it was very windy he was 
horizontal from a washing line and then one day there was a 
sign to say he was cleaning the windows as he was up the 
ladder bucket and 
sponge in hand - the 
significance was the 
farm were planting 
potatoes on our light 
land and everything 
had a covering of 
dust. 
 
Without thinking I 
suggested to 
member David Cope 
we should have the 
bear on a tractor to 
advertise his tractor 
run, David grabbed 
the idea and before I 
could turn around he 
dropped his tractor 
off. I now have a 
Fergie and a stuffed 
bear outside the house!  
 
Moral of the story:- engage brain before opening mouth.  
 



 
 

Barn Find 3                         from Martin Day 

Those readers with long memories will remember the Industrial 

Training Boards set up by the Labour Government in the late 

1960s to provide industrial training support by means of the 

generally unpopular levy/grant system. All sectors had their 

own dedicated specialist training board and training staff. In 

1978, I joined the Road Transport Industry Training Board 

(embracing the agricultural engineering sector) as a Training 

Officer. I was given the additional responsibility of liaising with 

the East Anglian colleges running motor vehicle courses and 

attending their Motor Vehicle Committees. It was during this 

period that I had a great deal of contact with apprentices in both 

college and the workplace. One discernible feature that 

became very apparent was that whilst there was a transferable 

skill set common to all disciplines/category of apprentices i.e. 

motor vehicle, heavy goods vehicle and agricultural 

engineering, each category attracted apprentices and qualified 

mechanics/technicians with very distinct attitudes and 

personalities specific to that category. 

This became clear to me during the winter months with my 

latest acquisition  of  a one family owned 1969 Mini, always 

garaged with a warranted 36,000 miles, purchased from the 

same address it was invoiced to in 1969. With excellent 

bodywork and a proven continuous service history, I anticipated 

just a major inspection/service with new tyres all round, the 

existing mix of radials and cross ply tyres not a good idea, and 

a professional rebuild of the SU carburettor due to damage 

caused by a previous attack, as opposed to a skilled overhaul! 

Mission completed by early November, the car having test run 

well in the workshop stood ready when I closed the doors at the 

end of the day for its road test. The next day, eager to relive my 



 
 

youth, I unlocked the workshop doors to be immediately 

grateful that I was a non-smoker - the escape of petrol fumes 

was overbearing. Once clear and safe to enter, inspection 

revealed that during the night the fuel line had sprung a leak 

and emptied the three gallons of petrol placed in the tank the 

previous day, onto the workshop floor. Close inspection 

revealed that the original fuel line was rusted through and 

needed replacing. An order was placed for a replacement line 

and the car raised back up onto the axle stands. With much 

bad language and general discomfort a new line was installed, 

now for the road test. 

Start the engine 

and out on the 

belated test run 

only to find half a 

mile from home 

that whilst 

changing gear the 

clutch failed - lots 

of revs, but no 

drive. Inspection 

showed that the 

clutch operating 

arm was jammed in the disengaged positon, after some gentle 

persuasion it returned sufficiently to provide enough bite to get 

me home in second gear.  

Convinced that the clutch had failed, I immediately referred to 

the editor for guidance and possible contacts to replace the 

clutch. Part of John’s advice (there is no substitute for 

experience) was to check the clutch hydraulic system, sound 

advice as the slave cylinder had seized solid and the master 



 
 

cylinder and pipes after over fifty years of service looked in 

need of changing. 

Whilst fitting the new complete hydraulic system and having 

skinned two knuckles despite nitrite gloves, I was reminded that 

my specialism and affinity was with heavy goods and 

agricultural machinery, not with these “fiddly sewing machines” 

as cars are so often described in LGV and agricultural 

engineering workshops. 

It solved the problem - a perfect clutch, as proven by a short 

journey the length of the workshop. Axle stands removed, 

ready for road test. At this point my wife entered the workshop 

with a welcome cup of tea and as only a wife can, said “why is 

the car leaning so much to the left?” Failing to see the joke, I 

looked at the car from the rear and indeed the nearside was 

indeed some three inches lower than the offside and trickling 

out from under the car at midpoint a stream of antifreeze/water 

mixture. In fitting the new fuel line into the retaining clamps 

along the underside of the car, the hydrolastic suspension 

pipes held in the same clamps had been disturbed and had, 

like the fuel pipe rusted out, but this time from the inside out. 

Back up onto the axle stands, new pipes ordered. Now I really 

did yearn to be working on proper machinery, in order to undo 

the pipe connections under the bonnet I had to remove the 

radiator and hoses for the nearside and make up a special 

spanner for the offside unless I was to remove my newly 

installed clutch hydraulic pipes! I was clearly reminded that both 

fuel and suspension pipes were originally fitted before the sub 

frames were! 

I remembered from my youth when working on my earlier mini, 

that recharging the hydrolastic system was not a DIY job and 

had to be carried out by a dealer. However, today the fluid and 



 
 

a suitable pump can be purchased on the internet for the cost 

of a dealer doing the job, if you can find one and of course, with 

the bonus that you have the pump for future use. 

So with the suspension charged at 300psi, we now stood firm 

and level, dare I consider a test run? I did and this time it was 

successful I was back on the road, time to book a place on the 

Felixstowe Run.  

I have mentioned in previous articles that I spent every spare 

hour of my formative years on a neighbour’s farm in a small 

Berkshire village, the farmer with no children of his own 

indulging and encouraging  my mechanical interests and 

allowing me to drive and help maintain the three tractors, two 

Fordson Model N’s and a 1955 David Brown 25C. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 It was a wonderful time, the two old Suffolk Punches still used 

for drilling kale and mangolds, corn crops cut by binder and the 

visiting threshing drum in the winter, but in contrast with the 

only Massey 701 baler in the local area and the latest state of 

the art Simplex milking parlour. 

For this reason, I have for many years sought to purchase, 

without success, a similar David Brown 25C, 1955, with 

swinging draw bar and steering column mounted hand throttle.      

I did at one stage own a 25D but this did not satisfy, as the 

small differences stood out, apart from the obvious diesel 

engine! 

In early February the sun was shining the roads dry - an ideal 

time to exercise the mini. My daughter had purchased as part 

our Christmas present, afternoon tea for two at The Swan in 

Lavenham, for my wife and me, the booking was made and it 

was off to Lavenham. As happens in these situations you start 

up a conversation with fellow guests, on this occasion it was a 

father and daughter spending two days in Lavenham, the 

daughter explaining her day was to look at the medieval 

architecture and next day was Dad’s day, a visit to the Museum 

of East Anglian life to see the “old tractors and farm 

machinery.”  

Further conversation revealed that Dad, now 83 had owned his 

own construction and landscaping companies, working on the 

larger country houses and estates in Hampshire. Some thirty 

years previously he had  through his friend (a retired David 

Brown engineer) developed an interest in demonstration and 

match ploughing, having first purchased a David Brown 30D 

and in 2011 via a client and a David Brown 25C and two furrow 

DB plough from a large Northamptonshire country house. Little 



 
 

was known of its history, other than it had spent its’ early life on 

a small Scottish farm, had been well maintained and indeed 

overhauled by the local DB dealer in 1980. Purchased in error 

by the current owners who had failed to realise the 

inconvenience of a petrol/tvo tractor for domestic use. It had sat 

unused in a barn for several years having been replaced with a 

small John Deere tractor and rotary mower. 

Once back in Hampshire, the tractor and plough were 

inspected and a course of action determined, the plough was to 

be sand blasted new points fitted and painted, the tractor was 

to have new liners and pistons and a full service and would 

then be ready for ploughing demonstrations and matches. With 

the passing of his friend, Fred sold the DB30D and continued 

with attendance at local shows and charity road runs with the 

25C. In 2018 he decided due to advancing years he could no 

longer continue with his hobby and made it known locally that 

the tractor and plough were for sale. To his disappointment he 

had no takers as diesel was the preferred power unit. 

It transpired that the specification of the tractor exactly matched 

what I had been looking for, an exchange of photographs once 

Fred had returned home and a deal was done and the tractor 

and plough returned to Suffolk. 

It was in remarkable condition and was ideal to retain in above 

average working condition. Whilst deliberating on a course of 

action, Covid-19 descended and with it lockdown. 

Only superficial work was required, all tinwork was rust and 

damage free with no major repairs and repaints being 

necessary, in addition being well maintained and adjusted to 

manufacturers specification, the tractor was a credit to the first 

owners and Fred and his friends’ care and knowledge. 

 



 
 

 

With lockdown I was committed to workshop activities, so with 

several weeks dedicated  time available, decided to execute a 

full service including all fluids changed and to return the tractor 

to as near initial farm delivery specification as possible. By way 

of example, all bonnet and front cowling posidrive pan head 

screws were changed for slotted BSF dome headed screws, 

the correct pattern battery cover made. Fortunately forward 

planning had meant that I had earlier mixed a tin of colour 

matched one pack paint, so was able to spray drawbar, top link 

and link arms, rocker cover and battery cover in one operation. 

New front tyres were fitted, a new starting handle fabricated to 

original dimensions based on  a Land Rover Series 2 handle, 

the ignition system rebuilt and a new water temperature gauge 

showing temperature numerically not in colours fitted! Lastly a 

set of original style hard rubber hydraulics control and gear 

knobs and of course the strictly non-agricultural operation 

polishing of all the tinwork. 

All well worth it – a fun exercise resulting in a true working 

example of a David Brown25C. 

I now had a full workshop and confinement to quarters very 

much in place. Like many I turned to long overdue domestic 

chores including using the paint purchased two years 

previously to paint the front doors and garage doors. When all 

was completed I was still faced with lockdown and needed a 

new workshop challenge. 

I became aware of a Hampshire village cricket club chairman 

who had back in the 1990’s loaned his  1952  family Dennis 

24inch cut Z type mower to the club for the cutting of the match 

day pitch. Being no longer required, as several years previously 

it had been replaced by a special Hayter mower which shaves 



 
 

the grass at a height of some 3mm, he was now looking to sell 

the Dennis. It was in excellent, original, well-serviced condition 

complete with undamaged grass box and roller seat, with the 

usual comment it was running well when we last used it five 

years ago! Dry stored at the back of the pavilion machinery 

store, it offered an interesting challenge. I arranged for a 

furloughed builder friend of my daughter to collect it using his 

plant trailer, the M25 being traffic free, he was happy to go. 

Researching the history of the brand and model, seeking parts 

and information being as much fun and as satisfying as the 

actual practical work, all whilst based at home. All that’s 

needed is time, the internet and a telephone.  

This model of mower was one of the few machines to defeat 

Henry Cole and Sam Lovegrove of the Shed and Buried and 

Motor Bike TV Show fame, who having purchased one failed to 

make it a runner and sold it at a loss! So a challenge. 

These machines (of 1930’s origin) represent British 

Engineering at its finest, being of basic design, well made, 

using sound engineering principles and processes, making 

them readily repairable in the home workshop.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Once steam cleaned, refurbishment rather than renovation was 

clearly the way forward. Having obtained copies of workshop 

and parts manuals and details of a supplier of parts, I soon had 

a working lawnmower, the 600cc single cylinder engine with 

large flywheel being the nearest I will ever come to owning a 

Field Marshall.  Safe and efficient use requires skills I have still 

to master. 

One thing always leads to another and whilst during a 

telephone conversation with an ex work logistics contact I 

remarked that that I had kept busy during lockdown with the 

Dennis, he replied “I have just the thing for you at the back of 

my warehouse, it’s been there for twenty five years.” Said item 

was a 1922 Atco motor mower, purchased new by two sisters 

in his village for cutting their cottage front lawn. After thirty 

years use and always serviced annually by the manufacturer, 

Charles Pugh’s London Service Depot, it was replaced in the 

early 1950’s with a new Atco motor mower and placed at the 

back, of their fortunately dry garage. He had acquired it when 

helping to clear the cottage in the mid 1990’s. A deal was done 

and he agreed to palletise the mower and deliver it on one of 

his lorries.  

With true transport operator humour he sent it on a 38tonne 

15metre articulated lorry hoping that the disruption in the village 

would cause a hostile reaction and me the maximum 

embarrassment. It did! 

True to his word the mower was original, used, and complete 

with original tools and grassbox, but well serviced and not 

knocked about - now to begin.  

  

 



 
 

Our members have many and varied interests often not 

in any way related to farm machinery, here is an 

example of a member with a passion for trains and 

engineering.   

 

     My name is Clinton Wordley, I am a retired Toolmaker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Mid 60’s I got an apprenticeship at E.H.Bentalls in 

Heybridge, and became a toolmaker. In the 1970’s I moved to 

E.E.V. and worked for them for 42 years, first at Maldon, then 

Chelmsford and finally at Basildon. 

I have always had a love of trains, and luckily my wife, Carol, 

(whom I met at EEV) shares the same interest. 

Our interest in trains covers quite a broad spectrum, from 00 

gauge through to 5” gauge live steam. 



 
 

 

We are also both 

Members of 

Chelmsford Society 

of Model Engineers 

(CSME), just off of 

Waterhouse Lane in 

Chelmsford. 

We were lucky to have the 

opportunity to exhibit at 

various steam Rallies, 

Aldham (our favourite), Long 

Melford, 

 Thurlow and Barleylands.  

We started displays with Mamod models we had collected. 

 Because there were quite a few other exhibitors with Mamod 

models, we decided to move to our first love of trains. 

Our first Layouts were Hornby tinplate clockwork ‘0’ gauge. 

My wife Carol collects Hornby Dublo, and we would alternate 

our displays between Dublo and 0 gauge.  

We were able to 

run the Dublo 

with the help of 

my Brother-in-

Law, Chris 

Pittock using his 

generator for 

electricity to run 

the trains, with 



 
 

great interest and delight to young and old.  

 

At the CSME club, our Railway has 3 gauges, 3 1/2”, 5”, and 7 

¼”, as well as 

a newly 

finished 

garden 

railway 

layout. 

I decided to 

take up 

model 

engineering 

with my 

toolmaking 

expertise, 

and started to 

make a 

5”gauge 

LBSC 4-4-0 

loco called 

the “Maid of 

Kent”. It is a 

good loco for 

beginners. 

I always make the Tender first, which is a lot less work and you 

have something to show before you tackle the loco!! 

I now have 3 Loco’s, all 5” gauge; all in various stages  

of manufacture!         

 



 
 

 

 One of the other loco’s is a GWR Bulldog/ Dukedog, “City of 

Truro”, this one is very complex to build due to its dual frame. 

Its wheels are 

sandwiched between 

the main frame, as 

shown in my photo. 

 

Close up of bogie. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The “City of Truro’s” Tender. 

 



 
 

                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                      

 

 

 The third one is a LBSC D1 Terrier Tank engine “Boxhill”. 

A few years ago, I bought a 5” gauge electric Class 37 Diesel to 

run whilst I am building the other locos. 

I’ve named it “Essex Yeomanry” after my Grandfathers 

Regiment 

. 

Here are a 

few 

photos of 

me with 

the Maid 

of Kent 

and the 

Class 37 

Diesel. 



 
 

Me driving “Essex Yeomanry” with Carol. 

These photos were taken 

at the CSME club. 

As you can see we like to keep busy 

with our hobbies and Rallies, it helps 

to keep us young, and minds active. 

 

          Clint and Carol Wordley. 

                                     

 

 

 



 
 

 

Our Honorary Member in New Zealand, John Couch, 

has another story, this time about a project he 

shipped all the way from the UK.   

Back in 2006 when we moved to NZ I thought I should take a 

project with me as I was supposed to be semi retiring. As I like 

older machinery I acquired an International Harvester Junior, 

for all practical purposes in kit form, so I thought that would 

keep me occupied.  The years have passed and a few months 

ago and some nagging in the ear, I thought I would start on the 

Junior so I laid the chassis out and that’s as far as it got. Then 

came Covid 19 and, the fun that’s come with that, I don’t know 

what’s going on in the UK but we have been in total lockdown 

for several weeks, this means the only time you are allowed out 

of your house/property is to shop at the supermarket or to pick 

up medical supplies. In our case with a farm we can make 

contactless pickups at the local farm merchants or vet. Mind it 

is quiet and the main roads are bliss; I went into the local town 

to get a flu jab and passed 3 vehicles, (it is 40km).  The doctors 

was good, I drove into the car park, wound the window down 

had the jab and left, took less than a minute, should be like that 

every year!  (remember, it’s Autumn in NZ. editor)  

Anyway, back to the point of 

the write up, now we are in 

isolation I have put more 

effort into the Junior.  I spent 

a day walking round finding 

all the bits and bobs or all 

the ones I have, turns out 

there is not quite as much 

as I thought. I took the parts 
I H Junior chassis and 

front axle 



 
 

to the chassis and made a start. 

 First I looked at the wheels, on the back wheels some of the 

spokes were a little delicate in so much as the ends didn’t join, 

so out with the welder and a bit of patching. So that was all 

done, thought I had better fit the axle, which was fine except 

the springs are missing, now for a 1921 tractor this seems quite 

lavish, as apparently they have started fitting springs on 

modern tractors which is a new invention!  

As I can’t go out to the scrap yard to find some springs I have 

put the axle in without them, they can go in at a later date. Next 

to try and fit the wheels, some bearings would help, found a 

bag with 3, thought 2 per wheel so should be 4, the bearings 

are long rollers with no inner or outer tracks, they run directly 

on the axle and inside the wheel casting, a quick measure and I 

found out why there were only 3, the casting had worn badly by 

about 5mm but the axle was fine, so I made a new bearing and 

wheel rotates fine. The front wheels had no bearings so had to 

make 4 new ones and they also now rotate fine. 

Back Axle of the Junior 



 
 

Next project was the gearbox, first get it out of the container, 

and removed it from the pallet it had been fitted to since it left 

Suffolk, I gave it a quick water blast to remove grease, straw, 

rat and bird poo, then hung it on the front end loader and 

examined, all seemed not too bad, although it has a wonderful 

device that stops you selecting 2 gears at once (can’t imagine 

why) and that was seized. Plenty of penetrating oil, then a 

hammer, then a larger hammer which  got it free, emery cloth to 

clean it up and some grease.   

I have painted 

the chassis rails 

and the gearbox 

with rust killer 

paint, and am 

now waiting for 

that to dry so I 

can give it some 

primer before I 

put it together. At present am trying to free off the clutch and 

brake pedals. The steering column needs some attention as the 

outer column shouldn’t have rust holes through it.  That’s as far 

as I have got at present, still a few more months of lockdown 

and I should be getting a bit further with it. You never know 

when the next rally starts (October/November) I might have it 

running, although it won’t have any tinwork but that’s not 

important at the moment, on a tractor that is No 4 in NZ 

Let’s hope this virus soon gets a vaccination to help it on its 

way, and that your rally season can eventually start. In the 

meantime look after yourselves and don’t forget 

KEEP YOUR DISTANCE! 

 

The I H Junior Gearbox 



 
 

 

The Beccles-based firm behind the Grand Henham steam rally 

has been forced into liquidation after not having enough funds 

for an injury pay-out. 

Henham Steam 

Rally Trading Ltd 

was wound up at 

London’s High 

Court on 

Wednesday, July 8, 

over its inability to 

meet a damages 

pay-out to a 

Colchester man. 

 

The firm currently owes £76,160 to 55-year-old Duncan Pittock, 

who brought forward the proceedings to have the company 

compulsorily wound up because it cannot pay what it owes him. 

Mr Pittock, the owner of an engineering business based in East 

Mersea near Colchester, had successfully sued the organisers 

of the Grand Henham steam rally for damages after an 

accident he suffered on September 23, 2015. 

At a hearing before the High Court’s Insolvency and 

Companies Court, judge Mark Mullen granted the winding up 

petition. 

A winding up order forces an insolvent company into 

compulsory liquidation, a process in which the court appoints 

an official receiver to liquidate a company’s assets in order to 

repay creditors. 



 
 

At an earlier insolvency hearing, Mr Mullen’s barrister Samuel 

Hodge said a judge had awarded Mr Pittock the damages, 

including interest, on March 10. 

He said Henham Steam Rally Trading Ltd’s solicitors - Machins 

of Luton - had twice confirmed, in January and May this year, it 

was unable to pay the fee. 

The barrister told the judge: “They confirmed that the company 

doesn’t have the funds required to satisfy the judgement debt. 

“An email sent on May 13 says ‘We don’t know how we can 

make it clearer than we already have done that our client 

doesn’t have the funds to settle the judgement.’” 

Mr Hodge added: “As early as January this year, there was an 

email saying it didn’t have the funds to pay - before the 

judgement debt was entered.” 

Granting the wind up order, Judge Muller said the company 

made it clear it was unable to satisfy the judgement against it, 

adding that the company’s financial position was “not Covid 

related”. 

But he added: “Even if Covid has had some marginal effect on 

its finances the debt would have remained outstanding.” 

 

 

 

Now the good news :- A spokesperson representing 

Henham Rally has confirmed directly to me that the 2021 

rally will take place.  

(subject to restrictions around Covid etc.)            editor. 

 

 



 
 

FMPS Working Day 

October 4
th

  

 

There were high hopes of being able to run the annual FMPS 

Working Day as a final fling for the year because almost every 

other event had fallen victim to CV19 but sadly, we were forced 

into a decision to also 

cancel because of the 

uncertainty surrounding the 

current CV situation. 

Although it is very early 

days the intention is to 

run next year’s Working 

Day as we have done for 

the past thirty years or more. 

Watch the FMPS website for information and of course we will 

publish news in this magazine. 

 

FMPS Working Day 

A scene from the past: 

Let us hope this will be 

repeated in 2021. 

 

Stay safe, stay 

positive. 

 



 
 

From Mick Mills 
 
A note in response to the article by Martin Baxter (June 2020) 
regarding the possibility that my father Percy Mills being the 
person driving a D7 near Braughing during tree felling work, I 
don't think that was the case as my father worked for the Essex 
War Agricultural Committee which was sub divided into local 
areas, and to the best of my knowledge he worked mostly in 
North East Essex which was administered by Captain (later 
Colonel) Round of Birch Hall. 
However, I can recall Percy talking about some chaps blowing 
out large tree stumps where he was working, he reckoned  that 
were mad the way they handled the explosives, I believe he 
said they were the Shairwood Brothers, later to become 
Shairwood. Contracts Civil Engineers from Weeley. 
All of the above is from my distant memory and I’m happy to be 
corrected. 
 
Some memories from my early days at work:- 
Looking through the magazine the article by Candy & Andy, the 
photo of the horse drawn traps caught my eye, the small trap 
on the right of the picture I initially thought was a builders  hand 
cart (same construction but with a single shaft for the handle) 
which brought back memories of my time working as a trainee 
carpenter and joiner with  P.G.Oxley of Walton on Naze where I 
was trained by Cyril Mann, an excellent Joiner, who some of 
you steam buffs may remember as I know Cyril made a small 
scale steam engine at home in his shed, I can recall him 
coming in to work and talking about the work he'd done on it 
over the weekends; I also believe the engine was displayed at 
the Long Melford show probably about 30 years ago, sometime 
after his death. 
 
I will never forget about a job Cyril gave me to do, was to make 
a complete sliding sash window, so I went to the house in the 
High Street to take measurements of the existing window, then 
back to the workshop to make , complete with new lead 
weights, glazed and painted, all done by hand as the only 



 
 

'machine ' we had in the workshop was a lump morticer, with 
the job finished and approved I was given a chap to help me 
install it, when removing the old frame it fell to bits as we went, 
so we stood the new window on the stone sill, spot on for width,  
then we looked up at the top and found a bit of a gap! a 12" gap 
to be precise. Disaster!! So back to the office with the window 
on the hand cart and reported to the Governor, an absolute 
roasting, so I spent the next 2 weeks staying late after work 
every evening to make the replacement, for weeks afterwards 
Cyril took every opportunity to remind me of his instructions , 
“measure twice and cut once!”  
 
P.G.Oxley was also in charge of the Lifeboat, moored at the 
end of Walton Pier, so when the gun went off to alert the crew, 
several of who were Oxley’s employees, so most jobs came to 
a standstill and there was a mad rush for the life boat store to 
get all the kit, my job was to grab the nearest hand cart and run 
to the store so the crew could load up all their kit on the cart, 
then they would charge off to the end of the pier and leave me 
to follow with the loaded cart, hopefully getting to the lifeboat by 
the time they were all on board and then pass down all the 
kit.  If I got an old handcart with hoop iron wheels, which was 
slow and heavy so lots of “come on, get a move on”, and other 
choice words, but if I managed to get a cart with solid rubber 
wheels it was easier to handle until getting on to the pier, where 
the width of the wheels fitted exactly with the gaps in the 
boards , on one occasion the wheel jammed in the gap and so 
tipped the cart up, after more shouting and abuse I quickly 
learnt to zig zag to the end of the pier .  If the Lifeboat was back 
during working hours I would again take a cart to collect all the 
wet kit, the men would charge off to get dry and I would follow 
behind ok until the slope from the pier to the store (about 25 
degrees) so more zig zag, and shouting. 
Nowadays, no Lifeboat at Walton, no handcarts, but, P.G.Oxley 
is still very much in existence. 
 



 
 

Not Farm Machinery, but something any member 
with even the slightest interest in engineering will 
wonder at.                                                    editor 
 
An article from our member Nick Foggin. 
 
In response to your request for an article for the “Farm 
Machinery Preservation Magazine”, although not related to 
farm machinery, I thought your readers might be interested in 
the following. 
 
Back in the mid 1970’s a member of our club; “The Swindon 
Model Boat and Engineering Club” bought a set of castings for 
a Sea Lion 30cc 4 cylinder 4 stroke engine designed by Edgar 
Westbury.   (note 30cc !! editor) 
 
The engine was not completed before he and then the second 
owner had both passed on and, as the third owner, in around 
2015, I endeavoured to complete it. The components that I had 
to make included, the valves, cylinder liners, pistons, oil and 
water gear pumps etc. 
 

 
Eventually I completed it and had it running for a couple of 
minutes only to find that the cylinder head was porous and 
allowing cooling water to enter one of the intake ports. I tried to  
 



 
 

seal the minute hole with a compound designed for the purpose 
but it was not successful.  
 

 
 

 

 

To get 
some idea 
of scale:- 
the bore 
size is 7/8 
inch and 
the stroke 

is ¾ inch. 

 



 
 

 
 
I have now made a new cylinder head from a solid block of 
aluminium,(see picture)  but not fitted it yet as I am waiting for 
some new head bolts.  
The valve heads are 3/8 inch and the stems 1/8 inch 

So the saga continues.  
 
 
Nick has also 
built some 
amazing 
miniature 
stationary 
engines. 
Pictured here 
is one of them, 
a 40cc 
Wyvern.   
 editor 
 



 
 

Ruston ZPR or is it! 

From Steven Clarke 

For many years I have known of a engine which was new to the 

next village to me resting in my local area. In 2018 I was lucky 

enough to purchase the engine. 

The engine in question is a Ruston Hornsby, 1 ½ hp ZPR solid 

flywheel. 

This engine was new on 1
st
 December 1927 sold to 

Brightlingsea Urban Distract Council. 

  

 

 

This engine was set up 

with a 24 volt charging 

and generating set for 

the local phone switch 

board, being a back up 

plant this was never 

used only test ran once 

a month. 

 

 

When I purchased the 

engine it had had two 

previous owners, but, never having being able to get the engine 

run right, it just sat in their sheds never seeing the light of day.    

Before restoration 



 
 

As some of you will know, Ruston’s have the engine number 

stamped on the flywheels, crank, flywheels keys & engine 

plate. 

On looking at all these places on the engine, the number on the 

engine plate did not match the other numbers, the numbers 

stamped on the fly wheels, keys and crank where mark for a          

6 ½ hp CAP Ruston which was sold to Syria! On talking with 

Ray Hooley he reckons both engines where on the producing 

line at the same time and the numbers were not changed for 

the ZPR.   

On purchasing the engine all bearings where like new, 

everything was intact but my worry was that the magneto was 

going to need some work but, to my surprise, it had been 

overhauled and had a nice blue spark.  

 

 

After a compete strip down, fitting new piston rings, full paint 

job, new trolley made and a 24 volt charging set acquired and 

set on the same trolley, all looks good and it runs lovely.   

 

First outing to Tattingstone plough day 

2019 



 
 

For Sale and Wanted 
 
 

For Sale: 
 
Haywain cart in very good condition  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   The Haywain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 A root cutter in very 
 good condition 
   

  Contact Lucy Easthope                                                        
 lucyeasthope@gmail.com  
  Phone: 07968021065 

mailto:lucyeasthope@gmail.com


 
 

For Sale and Wanted 
 

For Sale: 
Various cutters and potato riddles 
Threshers 
Boxes of a range of small farming tools from the last 100 years 
Milk bottles and some dairy equipment  
Mangle 
Sack truck 
Potato puller 
Various ploughs 
 
For more details contact Lucy Easthope                                                        
      lucyeasthope@gmail.com  
             Phone: 07968021065 
 

 
 

For Sale:  Lister water pump   £65.00 (no pulley) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact:-   Candy Sheridan  sheridancandy@gmail.com  
                                              07899 723177     (Norfolk) 
 

mailto:lucyeasthope@gmail.com
mailto:sheridancandy@gmail.com


 
 

For Sale and Wanted 
 

For Sale: Mill.    £160 

Richmond & Chandler Ltd, Manchester  

RB plaque on hopper 23 inches high       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact:-    
Candy Sheridan  
 
07899 723177  
sheridancandy@gmail.com   

 
(Norfolk) 
                                          
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Kismet Trolley Air Compressor   £40.00 

mailto:sheridancandy@gmail.com


 
 

For Sale and Wanted 
 

For Sale: 

£60.00 

Grind Stone  
36 inches tall  
Stone is  
2 ¼ “ x 12” was 
a treadle now 
with handle  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                               

 

For Sale: £50.00  Parkinsons “Perfect Vice” all working. 

Jaws 9” wide and opens to 12”  
 
Contact:-   Candy Sheridan  sheridancandy@gmail.com  
07899 723177                                                  (Norfolk) 

 

mailto:sheridancandy@gmail.com


 
 

 

For Sale and Wanted 
 
 

 For Sale:  Fiat Scudo Van  

Short wheel base,  
1.9 turbo diesel, 5 doors.   
Ply lined body fitted with electric loading winch.  
Towbar with caravan electrics. 
Body is rust free.  MOT expires October 20.   
It has been used for stationary engine transport.   
First reg. 1/3/1999.  In good order for age.   
Sale due to ill health.  
 
£750.00 ono.  
 
Contact Mark Cracknell   07753 522756 (Sudbury, Suffolk) 
 

 

 



 
 

For Sale and Wanted 
 

 

 

 

For Sale: 

Wipac impulse magneto. Good working order, has a spark 

that would “kill a donkey”!!    £50.00 

Can be posted at buyer’s expense.  

 

 

John Southall 

fmps@btinternet.com 
phone :- 07340 781621 
 

 

 

 

mailto:fmps@btinternet.com


 
 

For Sale and Wanted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Sale: 

Godwin Water 

Pump A1e complete 

with V Belt pulley. 

Excellent condition  

£100.00 ono. 

A really compact 

pump just ready 

to rally. 

Contact  

John Southall 

07340 781621 

Email    fmps@btinternet.com 

 



 
 

 

 


