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   A special line up at the Woolpit Rally 
 



From the Chair,  
 
        I hope you all had a good Christmas and New Year as I did 
but, it does seem a long time ago now and we must just look 
forward to the coming of Spring. However, the thing I didn’t 
expect was such a prolonged period of miserable damp weather 
and, as for the wind, well, that was unbelievably wild and 
destructive but hopefully it will soon all give way to calm and 
sunshine. 
   
 So far this year we have composed a varied programme of 
meetings and visits which I hope more of you will be supporting 
and of course I am very grateful to the regular members who do 
attend. 
  
Our first meeting (which will have been and gone before you 
read this) is about the Horsa glider (Arnhem landings WWII ed.) 
and its capabilities. The talk is being given by the curator of the 
parachute regiment museum at Duxford. 
  
 We are also visiting the Essex Air Ambulance HQ details are in 
this magazine and of course on the FMPS website.                      
There is a maximum of 20 attendees and so book your place 
with me now! 
  
Later in the year is a visit by Manns, a presentation on the 
world’s water speed record and the history of Earnest Doe to 
finish the year in November. 
 
Magazine articles from any member are always welcome I feel 
sure many of you have something interesting to share. 
   
I hope you all are able to pursue our hobby with your ploughing, 
rallying, and tractor runs etc. throughout the year.  
  

Bryan Mills 
 

 



From the Editor. 

Soon we will be blowing the dust off our cherished machines 

and preparing for that first run of the year but, I do sometimes 

wonder for how long we might be able to enjoy vintage vehicles 

and machines. The Government have committed to ban the 

sale of new petrol and diesel vehicles in about 15 years’ time 

and it seems likely those already on the road will quickly be 

targeted for the scrap heap (perhaps by making fuel 

prohibitively expensive or just not available, or creating some 

environmental tax) The question arises what happens to 

vehicles already of historic interest currently being used?   

Presently the Government have given us zero road tax and no 

MOT requirement for historic vehicles, is this sweetener to use 

as an argument when we are banned from the highway?  

No more tractor runs (which raise thousands of pound for 

charities) no more vintage cars and motorcycles on the road 

and probably no tractors and stationary engines to be used 

even on private land (rallies and plough days) 

I cannot see banning old vehicles will save the planet but being 

an old cynic (or realist) depending on your point of view I have a 

feeling we might well be in the firing line. What are your views?    

My other job is Membership Secretary and, at this time of year. I 

report on how membership is progressing:- currently we are 

slightly down on numbers, somewhere over 200 but with the 

postman still bringing in two or three every day it looks as if we 

will achieve our usual membership of around 300 by the middle 

of the year. Payment by cheque/Postal Order is declining in 

favour of Bank Transfer; this is the future, more about this 

elsewhere in this magazine.      

 



Fred Diggens 

1932 - 2020 
 

It is much sadness we report the 

recent passing of Fred Diggens. 

Fred was a long-time member of 

the FMPS and was a familiar face 

at rallies around East Anglia for 

the past 40 years exhibiting his 

amazing collection of rare and 

interesting Stationary Engines.  

I personally knew Fred for about 

30 years and found him to be a 

real “gent”, always enthusiastic 

and knowledgeable about our 

hobby. The rally scene will not 

quite be the same in the future. 

(editor)  

 

 

Condolences go to 

Olga, Fred’s wife 

and their family. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fred’s Funeral will 
be at                   

Risby Crematorium 
25th March 2pm 

Donations to 

Papworth Hospital  



Thames Sailing Barge - The History and Future. 
A talk to FMPS members by 

David Gibson on 25th September 2019. 
 

A tale of two vessels: The Pudge and The Centaur based 
at Hythe Quay, Maldon in Essex. 

The Centaur was 
built in 1895 in 
Rochester 
and Pudge in 1922 
by the London & 
Rochester Trading 
Co. and after a life of 
work they 
were purchased 
around the same 
time in the 1960's, 
the Pudge arriving 
without sails having 
been converted to 

engine propulsion a long time earlier in the 1930's. Pudge was 
one of the last wooden vessels of this type as shortly after the 
material of choice became steel.  
 
We were told the 
sailing barges, 
(these were 
spritsail barges) 
had their own 
names for parts 
for example 
bob=flag, ceiling 
= floor of hold, 
topsail sheet = 
rope to pull up 
topsail, not that 
any had much 
relevance to a plough boy from away living a life in engineering, 
but those that remembered the barges being used made sense 
of it all. 

Centaur 

Pudge 



Where this design of barge was really useful was in shallow 
water as in rivers because when empty they only needed two 
feet of water and load was often governed by variation in tide to 
lift them. 
From the 1700's, London was receiving goods from all over the 
world and as the ships were built larger they were restricted by 
the depth of water so they were unloaded into smaller boats on 
the river to make them lighter hence the smaller boats being 
named lighters, different design to sailing barges, but seen in 
pictures working side by side. 
The sailing  barge worked from the 1840's to 1960's and 
although about 92ft. long, 22ft.wide, 90 feet high, were crewed 
only by a skipper and his mate. 
They were taken into London and  as the mast could be 
dropped down , then raised by a windlass after they passed 
under the bridges using the tidal current, guiding being 
achieved using eighteen feet long 'sweeps' ( oars to us, and big 
ones at that) as shown in one of the photographs. 
The Centaur went further afield travelling to France and 
Belgium over 16 years and a photograph had been found of her 
tied up outside the Phoenix Iron Works in Lewes, Sussex 
having come in from the English Channel at Newhaven carrying 
scrap iron from Belgium. 
That said, this design of barge worked rivers mainly 
between Felixstowe to the north and Whitstable to the south 
east, beyond these the access waterways were not 
commercially viable for trade in London. 
 
Sailing barges became attached to specific trades- Bricks 
where earth clay was loaded by hand 70 to 80 tons in a load, 
transferred to the brickworks for moulding, firing and re-stacking 
on the barge with a load of 40,000 bricks which was enough for 
3 houses in London. 
Others were used for grain which was initially shovelled in by 
hand, then bucket elevators and in 1920 even faster vacuum 
elevators were developed for a faster turnaround.  
Other Thames barges were built to carry hay and straw, the 
load was of much lower density and despite the volume the 
loaded draught would be less so they were designed with lower 



sides to save money .Carrying this was big business in the 
1800's as there were some 20-30000 horses in London.  
Photographs illustrated the origin of the name ‘stackies’ having 
been loaded wider than the hull and much higher than the 
skipper. There in lied a problem - they steer from the back 
(stern). Fortunately as said earlier, the skipper had a mate, in 
this situation he was perched on top at the front, high above the 
bow to see what was around and shout back where to steer. 
Early remote control? certainly wireless! 
While on the subject of steering, the barges were initially 
designed with tiller control but somebody worked out a wheel 
connected to the rudder would give more load space so they 
cobbled together a wheel steered mechanism, but as always 
had to use what was available and cheap, for example an old 
blade wheel from a chaff cutter was brought into service as the 
wheel for steering. This, incidentally, is where the motif of the 
Thames Sailing Barge Trust originated. 
Anyway, with all that straw and hay going to that many horses it 
was brought out again as dung or 'London Mixture' for the more 
refined term and delivered to farms for manure. 
 
In May 1940 Pudge, while waiting in Tilbury, was requisitioned 
and then sailed in convoy to Dover. From there they were towed 
to Dunkirk along with Thyra and Lady Rosebery by the tug St. 
Fagan.  Pudge dropped its tow first intending to drift in after the 
others but the others never made it when the St. Fagan was 
sunk by a German mine and the Thyra and Lady Rosebery 
were taken down by the blast. There was a copy shown of a 
rather poignant letter home from a young general hand on the 
Lady Rosebery written and sent just before he left Dover. Not a 
good time for anyone there. 
Pudge took 200 survivors on board and made it back to 
Ramsgate accepting a tow on the way. 
In May 1990 she returned to Dunkirk after 50 years and in 2015 
 went back again for the 75th Anniversary year. 
On a lighter note, the barges are in use much of the time now 
being chartered by the public, some of whom think they can 
rock up and depart at their own convenience and do become a 
little bit miffed when the start time is 5 or 6 am to catch the tide. 
Returning to dock at Maldon  has been queried by a few for a 



precise time initially oblivious barges work to wind and tide not 
social commitments. 
Highlights of the sailing barge year are the very competitive 
races throughout the summer, fortunately they are strongly built 
and in excellent condition so coming together at tight spots is 
extremely common and loud -wood against wood, skipper 
against skipper. 
This racing can really bring out superiority of some crews over 
others when conditions are marginal and the wind has a day off. 
'Drifting Matches' is the most appropriate term according to our 
speaker. Just running with the topsail alone trying to catch the 
higher breezes with the mainsail furled to avoid any 
unnecessary drag becomes the order of the day. 
 
David then went on to explain who the Thames Sailing Barge 
Trust were and all about their work conserving Heritage for the 
future. 
They have volunteers of all trades including 5 ladies that muck 
in with everything and, every April re-proofing the sails in the 
traditional way by laying them out on 
the quayside at Maldon and brushing in protective preservative 
using brooms as was done in the past is a big thing. Now this is 
to protect the modern stitching from UV sun rays with the 
preservative B&Q fence paint giving a modern twist in historic 
colours. 
The design feature that enabled the barges to be unloaded and 
re-loaded whilst grounded in tidal rivers with ease was having 
the keel on the inside; this could be exploited for much of the 
regular and quick maintenance. It had to be quick because time 
and tide wait for none. 
Under hull maintenance is carried out in the Maldon barge yard 
opened by Mr Cook in the 1870's which has blocks on the 
riverside to float the barges above and when the tide goes out 
the barge rests on these making the area below the waterline, 
particularly underneath being accessible for maintenance, 
scraping, preserving and applying anti foul protection etc. 
There has been a lot of heavy (expensive) restoration already 
done. In 2006-7 Pudge had a new hull above the waterline. 
Luckily as the salt water pickles the timbers below they did not 



need replacement, unlike the deck which is wet and dry only 
lasts 15 to 20 years.  
These side boards were replaced and it took 18 
months. Although the original construction timber was pitch pine 
it is not obtainable in suitable lengths any more so as the 
alternative they use Iroco and showed the picture of the Iroco 
tree trunk of suitable length sliced into 2" thick planks ready to 
go. 
There are two overlapping layers of timber, and the planks are 
steamed for 8 hours to make them pliable and then they are 
bent to shape in situ using chains to pull them in before pinning 
into place and when they dry out the shape is retained .Most of 
the labour was from their pool of volunteers but it still cost 
£175000. 
  
This figure then brought us on to the finance for the 
maintenance which is in the realm of telephone numbers.. 
Heritage Lottery is usually good for a sub if you are a charity, 
but when you are looking at a project of £728000, obtaining a 
Lottery grant takes three years with a lot of paperwork, costings, 
schedules and money matching before you get a look in. They 
even wanted a 10yr business plan to show projected earnings 
when back in service and not being used for a subsidised jolly 
to the privileged few. 
 All this done, but before the Lottery would stump up their £328k 
share TSBT had to raise the balance.  
Interestingly, although the work would be carried out by 
volunteers for nothing this is deemed to be a contribution and 
considering all the work involved the realistic valuation of £150k 
for labour was credited to the TSBT side of the equation. 
There was still a lot to raise from the members, about £70k and, 
on top of that they extracted another £10k from the tax man as 
Gift Aid - good lads. 
They had already brought in apprentice schemes, talks for 
groups and put up displays in various places to raise awareness 
of their work and generate revenue. There were one or two 
significant private donations, donors and amounts were not 
available for circulation but they achieved the target and the 
National Lottery submitted their part. 



Pudge is going into dry dock at Maldon early 2020 and the work 
should be completed in 2023, and will be available for view 
during this time at appropriate points**. During this time the 
Centaur will be on duty alone promoting the Thames Sailing 
Barge Trust.                        ** possible FMPS visit? Editor. 
 
The talk finished with an aerial video from a drone, circling the 
Pudge as it travelled out from Maldon along the river Backwater 
under sail with engine assisting giving a perfect view of the 
relationship between the length and beam which illustrated how 
their stability and load carrying ability is brought about, never 
visible from side shots and aeroplane views are too high to 
make it out. 
 
The talk was continuously illustrated with old pictures and 
photographs from the time, none of which I could give adequate 
description here so the members that did join us enjoyed a far 
better understanding of David's talk.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to John Court for taking the time to write and submit 
this excellent record of the presentation given by David Gibson. 
(Editor)  

 

 

 
 
 
 



Waldringfield Charity Tractor Run 
 

Saturday 15th August 2020 
 

 In aid of St. Elizabeth Hospice   Respite care. 
Kirton Scout Group 

 
Start and finish : “Kirrawah” Newbourn Rd, 

Waldringfield, Suffolk  IP12 4PR 
(Plenty of space to unload trailers/low loaders etc.) 

 
Start time:  10am. 

 
Food stop: bacon and sausage in a roll, hot and cold 

drinks:   approx 1pm. for about 1.5 - 2 hrs  - Kirton 
Recreation Ground ,  Back Road, Kirton.   IP10 0QQ 

 
Finish   4pm. 

 
About 25 miles of roads, fields & tracks 

 
 

Contact:- David Cope  tel. 07497 514769 
or see David at FMPS meetings 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Raffle tickets 
available when signing in, 
Draw will take place at the 

lunch stop. 



Memories of my father, Percy Mills 
and the “War AG” (by Mike Mills) 

At the time I was born, 1941, my parents were living in a 
cottage next to Eversons Garage in Wix. I am told my father 
was classed as an essential worker at that time and not 
required to serve in the Forces. He worked for Hooks Haulage 
of Wix as a driver delivering essential supplies. Hooks were 
later to be taken over by British Road Services.  

It was in 1942 that I believe my parents moved to a cottage in 
Thorpe Ie Soken (Essex) owned by Mrs Elliott of Goldens 
Lane, Thorpe Ie Soken, and became employed by the War AG 

to carry out the  
process of clearing 
scrub land ready 
for it to be put into 
food production. I 
am told one of his 
earlier job 
locations was just 
on the outskirts of 
Great Dunmow 
where he used an 
ex-military bull 
dozer (see photo, 

not sure if it is a D5 or D6) for the field clearing work. He was 
also provided with a timber living van. However, I am told to get 
to Dunmow he would cycle from Thorpe Ie Soken to Dunmow 
(over 40 miles). Then cycle back on Friday or Saturday, later 
on he was given an ex- military motorbike.  

It was while working at Dunmow that he had an accident and 
burnt his hand causing a permanent deformity to his fingers. I 
understand he had a bandage on his hand from an earlier 
minor accident and after refueling the dozer with a can and 
funnel decided to light up a "roll up", unfortunately the bandage 
had been splashed with diesel and it caught light. He then tried 
to beat the fire out on his bib and braces overalls which were 
also splashed with diesel and caught light.  



Thankfully someone saw the dilemma and bowled him over on 
the ground to smother the flames. By then then damage to his 
hand was done.  

           During the following years to the end of the war, I believe he 
was totally involved in land clearance, moving from farm to 
farm with the living van and various bull dozers. I can 
remember D6, D8, Allis Chalmers, TD18, all of which I believe 
were ex-military machines (see photo) with the blades, winch 
and cable operated. One with an overhead guide for the winch 
cables which was all ok until one day the cable broke and 
snaked all over the dozer and then father, spent the rest of the 

day splicing the 
cable back 
together.  

Following the end 
of the war the 
work moved 
nearer to the 
coast regarding 
filling in tank traps 
and bomb holes. 
Sometimes 
moving from job to 

job with the living van and other times driving home  
after work on a motorbike, such as a BSA Bantam or a Norton 
with a work box as a side car (like the AA bikes of the period).  

         When filling tank traps he worked in co-operation with a 
dragline, 22RB I think, then driven by Mr.Crees of Pig Street, 
Thorpe Ie Soken. Once I can remember father coming home 
and saying it had taken all day to pull the 22RB out of the tank 
trap which slid in due to having smooth flat tracks.  

           When he was working within 10 miles of Thorpe Ie Soken, 
during the summer school holidays I would cycle to where he 
was working and ride on the dozer all day. Once, when working 
near Weeley Brook between Tendring and Thorpe, we noticed 
what looked like a part submerged bomb in the brook. It later 
turned out to be a jettisoned aircraft fuel tank.  



The detailing of the work locations transporting the machine 
from job to job was organised by a Mr. Prentice who would call 
at our house late on a Friday evening with wages and any 
further movement details. The work ran out, I am guessing, 
about 1955 and father was sacked, so then, he looked for 
alternative employment which he found with Hugh Stock of 
Great Oakley driving a D2. Again, doing site clearance work for 
developers and general agriculture contracting around north 
east Essex.  

War Agricultural Executive Committee 

The article from Mike Mills telling us of his Fathers work with the “War 
Ag” made me realize some will not know exactly what the War Ag was 
and, therefore, here is a brief history. (editor)   

The War Agricultural Executive Committees were government-   
backed organisations tasked with increasing agricultural production in 
each county of the United Kingdom, during both the First and  Second 
World Wars. They were established in Autumn 1915 by the 2nd Earl of 
Selborne in a collaboration between the Board of  Agriculture and 
County Councils, with the aim of better managing the  country's 
limited wartime agricultural resources.  

They were later re-formed in autumn 1939 with the outbreak of the 
Second World War, and given more expansive powers over farmers and 
landowners in the United Kingdom. After performing surveys of  rural 
land in their county, each Committee was given the power to serve 
orders to farmers "requiring work to be done, or, in cases of default, to 
take possession of the land". Committees could decide,  on a farmer's 
behalf, which crops should be planted in which fields, so as to best 
increase the production of foodstuffs in their areas.  

With the help of the War Agricultural Executive Committees, or 
"WarAgs", British farmers increased the total productive land in the UK 
by1.7 million acres between 1939 and the Spring of 1940.  

 
                 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Counties_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Palmer,_2nd_Earl_of_Selborne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Palmer,_2nd_Earl_of_Selborne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Agriculture,_Fisheries_and_Food_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_Councils#United_Kingdom


 

 
 
 

You are invited to attend the 
Annual Ploughing 

Match and Fun Weekend 
 

3
rd

 and 4
th

 October 2020 
Ampton Hall Estates, Ampton,  

BURY ST EDMUNDS 
 

The start on both days will be 10.00 am   

 
Contact  

                     Mr. Henry Castle,  
                                  The Hill, Culford, 
                       BURY ST EDMUNDS. IP28 6UA.  
                                 Tel. 01284 728422 

 

We will be collecting £10 on the day and the 

proceeds will be donated to St. Nicholas Hospice, 

Bury St. Edmunds. 

 

ALL entries MUST be covered by a Public Liability 
Policy of not less than £2,000,000. 

If you enter and then cannot participate 
PLEASE let Henry know  

to allow another entrant to come. 



SEVENTH STEBBING VINTAGE & 
CLASSIC TRACTOR ROAD RUN. 

SUNDAY 10th MAY 2020 

MAKE A NOTE OF THE DATE & TELL YOUR FRIENDS.  

By kind 

permission of 

David Hunt this 

year’s event will 

again both 

commence & 

finish at 

Brazenhead 

Farm, Oxen End, Little Bardfield, Braintree, CM7 4PT. 

And, we are already exploring new routes not previously 

used.  Previous entrants will be emailed both entry & 

sponsorship forms soon and we hope you will again be able 

to participate. Last year 58 tractors and 2 Land Rovers took 

part.  
 

This year it will be the 75
th
 Anniversary of VE Day. It would be 

great to have 75 tractors there on the day and so, speak to all 

your friends who haven’t previously taken part. 

As has been our habit, we propose to donate all 

proceeds to Essex Air Ambulance.  
 

New entrants use the contacts below for an entry form. 

Dick Hughes.  dickhughes63@btinternet.com                      

01371 856426    

 Mac Beanland. macbeanland@btinternet.com     

01371 811772 

 David Hunt   01371 810314  

  

 

Supporting the 
Air Ambulance 

Service 

mailto:dickhughes63@btinternet.com
mailto:macbeanland@btinternet.com


       FMPS Visit 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a factory visit arranged on April 29th to Kocurek 

Ltd in Ipswich who manufacture world leading machinery 

for the demolition industry. 

A brief presentation will be given followed by a full factory 

tour. (Followed by refreshments) This is a unique 

opportunity to visit this major company and appreciate 

what they do. 

Find Kocurek at  24 Arkwright Rd, Ipswich IP2 0UB 
Book you place by contacting John Court; 

courtj106@aol.com    or    01394 448492   

 

 
 

mailto:courtj106@aol.com


FORTHCOMING RALLIES & OTHER EVENTS  
FOR YEAR 2020 

 
 

March 29 

Steam Up  - The Longshop Museum, 15 Main Street, Leiston, Suffolk 

IP16 4ES 

Enquiries: 01728 832189 

www.longshopmuseum.co.uk  

 

April 12 

Transport Fest - Museum of Power, Langford, Maldon CM9 6QA 

Contact: T. Bradley 01621 843183 

Email:  enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk   

www.museumofpower.org.uk 

 

April 18 

Cheffins Grain & Comis – Vintage Sale  

Machinery Sale Ground, Sutton near Ely at 9.30am 

Enquiries: 01223 213777 

Email:  vintage@cheffins.co.uk   

www.cheffins.co.uk (download catalogues) 

 

April 25, 26 

Saffron Walden Crank Up –  

Carver Barracks Saffron Walden (formerly Debden Aerodrome) off 

B194, via Water Lane. 

www.swcrankup.co.uk  

 

May 2, 3 

Stradsett Park Vintage Rally – 

Stradsett, Near Downham Market, Norfolk PE33 9HA 

Contact:  01945 880091 

Email:  stradsett@nvtec-ea.org.uk 

www.nvtec-ea.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.longshopmuseum.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk
http://www.museumofpower.org.uk/
mailto:vintage@cheffins.co.uk
http://www.cheffins.co.uk/
http://www.swcrankup.co.uk/
mailto:stradsett@nvtec-ea.org.uk
http://www.nvtec-ea.org.uk/


May 2, 3 

Colchester Town Country Show –  

Lower Castle Park, Colchester CO1 1YJ 

Enquiries: 01206 263088 

Email: admin@oakleighfairs.co.uk 

www.oakleighfairs.co.uk 

 

May 3  

Naughton May Fayre  

Nedging Village Hall, Nr. Wattisham 

Contact: Miss L. Gooderham 01449 740271 

 

May 3 

 Ipswich & Felixstowe Historic Vehicle Road Run –  

Christchurch Park, Ipswich 11.30 start 

Contact: Ipswich Transport Museum 01473 715666   

Email: webmaster@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 

www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 

 

May 3 

Steam Up – Forncett Industrial Steam Museum, Forncett St. Mary, 

Norfolk 

Enquiries: Rowan Francis 01508 488277 

 www.forncettsteammuseum.com  

 

May 8, 9, 10 

Heritage Steam Gala 

Bressingham Steam & Gardens – Bressingham, Diss IP22 2AA 

Enquiries: 01379 686900 

www.bressingham.co.uk 

 

May 10 

FMPS Road Run for Charity – starting at Brazenhead Farm, Bardfield 

Contact: Dick Hughes 01371 856424/mobile 07929266843 

Or David Hunt 01371 810314 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@oakleighfairs.co.uk
http://www.oakleighfairs.co.uk/
mailto:webmaster@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk
http://www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk/
http://www.forncettsteammuseum.com/
http://www.bressingham.co.uk/


May 10 

 South Suffolk Agricultural Show-  

Ampton Racecourse, Nr. Ingham, Bury St Edmunds  

Contact: Geoff Bailes 01638 750879 

Email: geoff@southsuffolkshow.co.uk     

www.southsuffolkshow.co.uk  

 

May 16 

 Hadleigh Show 

Tractors only:  Barry Lambert 01787 210634  

Email: secretary@hadleighshow.co.uk   

www.hadleighshow.co.uk  

 

May 16, 17 

Stonham Barns Steam & Vintage Show –  

Pettaugh Road, Stonham Aspal, IP14 6AT 

Contact: 01449 711111 

Email: events@stonhambarns.co.uk 

www.stonhambarns.co.uk  

 

May 17 

Essex Young Farmers Country Show 

Boyton Hall Farm, Roxwell, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 4LT (just off 

the A1060) 

Contact: A.J. Giblin 01245 231309 

Email: office@essexyfc.co.uk  

www.essexyoungfarmsshow.co.uk  

 

May 23, 24, 25 

The Strumpshaw Steam Rally – Strumpshaw, Near Norwich NR13 

4HR 

Contact: Mike Curtis 07753 182065 

Email: Michael.curtis4@gmail.com 

www.strumpshawsteammuseum.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:geoff@southsuffolkshow.co.uk
http://www.southsuffolkshow.co.uk/
mailto:secretary@hadleighshow.co.uk
http://www.hadleighshow.co.uk/
mailto:events@stonhambarns.co.uk
http://www.stonhambarns.co.uk/
mailto:office@essexyfc.co.uk
http://www.essexyoungfarmsshow.co.uk/
http://www.strumpshawsteammuseum.co.uk/


May 24 

Rover Car Rally 

Bressingham Steam & Gardens – Bressingham, Diss IP22 2AA 

Enquiries: 01379 686900 

www.bressingham.co.uk 

 

May 24 

Work in Wartime 

 The Longshop Museum, 15 Main Street, Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4ES 

Enquiries: 01728 832189 

www.longshopmuseum.co.uk  

 

May 24, 25 

Carrington Rally –  

Carrington, Boston, Lincolnshire PE227DZ 

Enquiries:  Mary Turney 07702 208578 

Email: hello@carringtonrally.co.uk  

www.carringtonrally.co.uk 

 

May 27, 28 

Suffolk County Show – Ipswich 

Contact: The Show Office 01473 707110 

Email:  enquiries@suffolkshow.co.uk   

www.suffolkshow.co.uk  

 

May 30, 31 

Woolpit Rally –  Warren Farm, Wetherden, Near Stowmarket, Suffolk 

IP14 3JX 

Contact: D.C. Seeley 01449 737443 after 7.30pm. 

Email: pceverson48@gmail.com   

www.woolpit-steam.org.uk  

 

June 7 

Steam-Up – Forncett Steam Museum, Low Road, Forncett St Mary, 

Norwich NR16 1JJ 

Enquiries: 01508 488277 

www.forncettsteammuseum.co.uk  

 

 

 

http://www.bressingham.co.uk/
http://www.longshopmuseum.co.uk/
mailto:hello@carringtonrally.co.uk
http://www.carringtonrally.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@suffolkshow.co.uk
http://www.suffolkshow.co.uk/
mailto:pceverson48@gmail.com
http://www.woolpit-steam.org.uk/
http://www.forncettsteammuseum.co.uk/


June 13, 14 

The Aldham Rally – Chalkney Meadows, White Colne. 

Contact: Roger Attmere 01787 221588 

Email:       secretary@aldhamrally.co.uk  

Website:    www.aldhamrally.co.uk  

 

June 19 

Suffolk Day 

The Longshop Museum, 15 Main Street, Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4ES 

Enquiries: 01728 832189 

 

June 20, 21 

Monks Eleigh Bygones CC Vintage Rally –  

Waldingfield Old Airfield, Near Sudbury 

Contact: Mike Barnes 01787 269454 

 www.mebcc.co.uk 

 

June 28 

Nedging Vintage Fete– at Nedging Hall, Nedging, Near Hadleigh 

Contact: Mrs P.M. Gooderham 01449 740271 

 

Information for “events” submitted by  
                                             Colin Cracknell and Stella Bixley. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have, or know of, an event of interest you 
wish to promote please forward details to the 
Editor for publication in the June Magazine.  
Email:-  fmps.magazine@btinternet .com 
Or, post the details to the Editor;   

address on the inside cover of this magazine. 

mailto:secretary@aldhamrally.co.uk
http://www.aldhamrally.co.uk/
http://www.mebcc.co.uk/
mailto:fmps.magazine@btinternet


A chuckle from New Zealand 
 
Late one night, a burglar broke into a house that he thought 
was empty.  He stealthily crept through the lounge and was 
stopped dead in his tracks when he heard a loud voice clearly 
saying, 'Jesus is watching you!' 
Silence returned to the house, so the burglar crept forward 
again. 
'Jesus is watching you', the voice rang out again. 
The thief stopped dead again. He was frightened 
out of his wits. Frantically, he looked all around. In 
a dark corner, he spotted a birdcage and in the 
cage was a parrot. 
He asked the parrot, 'Was that you who said Jesus 
is watching me?' 
'Yes', said the parrot. 
The burglar breathed a heavy sigh of relief and asked the 
parrot: 'What's your name?' 
'Moses', said the bird. 
'That's a stupid name for a parrot, 'sneered the burglar. 'What 
idiot named you Moses?' 
The parrot said, 'The same idiot who named the Rottweiler 
Jesus.' 
 

Contributed by John Couch,  

                             our Honorary  Member in New Zealand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any little bits of “nonsense” to put a 
smile on our faces then send them in. Always 
a bit of fun and of course it helps your editor to 
fill a space in our magazine.   



A Great Afternoon Out 
Nedging Fete 
June 28

th
 2020 

Once again the Nedging Fete is being held at 

Nedging Hall Suffolk (courtesy of Mrs Gill Buckle) 

with the vintage display being organised by Mrs P 

Gooderham. 

You are invited to bring along your Tractor, Car, 

Motorcycle, Stationary Engine or Steamer. The Fete 

is always well supported by FMPS Members and is a 

great place to catch up with other enthusiasts.  

(Usual insurance requirements apply) 

Find it with your SatNav   IP7 7HG 

For an entry form contact Mrs Gooderham:- 

Other attractions:- Trade stands, 

Refreshments,Tombola, BBQ and Raffle. 

The Church and Nedging Hall Gardens will be open. 

 

Telephone. 01449 740271. 

Mrs P M Gooderham 
27 Crowcroft Glebe 

Nedging Tye 
Ipswich       IP7 7LH  

 

 



Membership Notes 

 

 

Hopefully you will have read the “from the editor” on page 2 of 

the magazine and seen the information around the number of 

members we have at present and also the trickle of late payers 

and new members which will no doubt, continue until the middle 

of the year.  

When dealing with membership renewals I have become aware 

there is a definite trend being set reflecting the general changes 

in how we pay for things, cash is no longer king with the coming 

of Smartphones and other equally clever devices but, I have 

doubts that there are not too many typical FMPS members who 

pay for purchases with a Smartphone or a Smartwatch. 

However, I know many of us who are keeping up with 

technology (almost) by banking on line and therefore enjoying 

the many advantages this offers; among the advantages is of 

course being able to pay your FMPS membership by Bank 

Transfer (BACS)*   Simple, quick and secure and it helps the 

poor old Membership Secretary by not having to run around 

paying in cheques and postal orders.  

If you already bank on line then please pay future membership 

by BACS. If you are still thinking about on line banking then, 

just go for it!  

  

*BACS- Previously known as Bankers' Automated Clearing Services, 

Now known as Bacs Payment Schemes Limited (Bacs).  

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does your insurance cover social use? 

Perhaps you should check now. (submitted by John Court) 

 



For Sale and Wanted 

 
For Sale:  
 

Get ready for the grass cutting season! 
 

Mountfield 725M rider lawnmower.   
 
63cm cut,  very reliable 5hp engine.  

Complete with 
mulcher.    
Pull start.    
Manufactured 
2007.  Same 
owner since 
new.  Excellent 
condition 
Genuine reason 
for sale.  

 
£400 ono.   
 

Email:      p.bixley@btinternet.com 
Phone:     01787 269317  
(Great Henny, Sudbury, Suffolk) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Something to sell?  Need a part for your machine? 
Place a free advert in the next magazine.  

Contact the editor:- fmps.magazine@btinternet.com                   
Phone     07340 781621 

 

mailto:fmps.magazine@btinternet.com


For Sale and Wanted 

 

For Sale: 

Lion water pump 2 ½ 

inch. Open gears, on 

trolley. Believed to date 

from 1930s. A real top 

quality pump in excellent 

condition. 

£250.00 ono. 

 

 

 

Contact  

John Southall 

07340 781621 

Email 

fmps@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 



For Sale and Wanted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Sale: 

Godwin Water 

Pump A1e 

complete with V 

Belt pulley. 

Excellent condition  

£100.00  

A really compact 

pump just ready 

to rally. 

Contact  

John Southall 

07340 781621 

Email    fmps@btinternet.com 

 



For Sale and Wanted 

 

 

For Sale: 

Honda Generator. 6-12-24volts  

4 stroke and very quiet runner.  

 

Ideal for charging caravan 

or vehicle batteries. 

          £75.00 

 

 

 

Contact, 

John Southall 

fmps@btinternet.com 

07340 781621 

 

 

 

 

mailto:fmps@btinternet.com


 

For Sale and Wanted 

Magazine 148 (December 2018) wanted. 

If you have a copy you no longer need I would be for 

ever grateful.  

Contact David Cope 07497 514769 

_____________________________________________ 

For Sale: 

Lister D Cylinder Head.   £15.00 

Excellent condition, valves fitted and are possibly new.   

Studs fitted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, loads of Lister D parts all at very sensible prices. 

(pistons, conrods, rockers, crankshafts, timing gears and 

camshafts, and much more. Email or Phone if you need 

anything for your “D” 

Contact,     John Southall    fmps@btinternet.com 

Phone         07340 781621  

 

mailto:fmps@btinternet.com


 

A Recommended Supplier 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To complete your 

restoration project why not 

have the correct Pressed 

Aluminium number 

plates?  

(legal for vehicles up to 1979) 

 

I have recently had a pressed aluminium plate made by 

this company and found them very easy and flexible to 

deal with having made a plate to the size I required 

without any issues. The turnaround time was good with 

only a week from ordering to receipt, the price was also 

sensible. I can recommend this company   (editor)  

 



 


