
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

From the Chair. 
 
Another year is rapidly drawing to a close and I hope 2019 has 
been rewarding for you all. 
   
At the club meetings we have had some interesting speakers and 
outings, which are getting harder to organise as time goes on, and 
therefore, if any member know of a suitable speaker/subject and 
have a contact number for said speaker please let me know and I 
will do my best to either arrange a visit at Halstead or visit them. 
  
Our last speaker in October was Peter Longfoot; he talked at length 
about steam ploughing and its history with some excellent original 
photos, a really interesting presentation. 
  
Unfortunately we will not be having a rally in 2020 despite some 
unauthorised advertising to the contrary; we found it just not 
physically possible because of the staffing and licencing problems. 
(see further details in this magazine   ed.)  
 
We invited Ashley Cooper from Gestingthorpe to talk about local 
farming past and present for the November meeting and, in 
February we have invited the curator from the Parachute 
Regiment Museum at Duxford to talk about the Horsa Glider and 
the types of machinery and equipment they could carry and also 
give an insight into the Arnhem campaign; this is the start of the 
meeting programme for next year.  
 
May I wish you all a very happy Christmas. 

Bryan 
 

 

 

 

 

From the Editor.   

 

Club Working Day.  A hardy group of members turned up on Saturday 6th 

of Oct. with a view of setting up the Working Day at Grove Farm Great 

Henny near Sudbury. However, after a short discussion about the poor 

weather and even worse forecast it was decided that cancellation was 

necessary. Absolutely the right decision as it happened! 

The Cracknell family have asked me to assure members and all others 

that, all going to plan, the 2020 Working Day will take place Oct. 4th . 

editor. 

 

 

 



 

From the Editor.  

At this time of the year it has been traditional to look back and 

ask “where has the year gone?” In my mind I am of course 

asking this question as are all of you I would expect, however, 

let’s look forward to what 2020 might offer. Firstly, totally ignore 

Brexit, the election, and politics in general to think about 

something much closer to our hearts and probably something 

we actually understand.   

It is now widely known that we, as an organisation, have 

concluded that for the foreseeable future we are unable to host 

a rally. The reasons behind this disappointing decision are 

recorded in detail by John Court (our Treasurer) on the 

following pages of this magazine. But, as disappointing as this 

may be it does not mean that we as a Society are disbanding, 

closing, or finishing. We have close to 400 members and 

continue to flourish. As individuals I know we will continue to 

back the vintage movement by supporting /exhibiting at rallies 

and events throughout the year. 

This brings me nicely to my next subject:- 2020 events. 

I have already one event brought to my attention, details of 

which are in this edition. 

For many years Colin Cracknell and his daughter Stella have 

put together a very comprehensive “events guide” for which I 

am eternally grateful but it could be YOU know of events which 

are of interest to the members, if this is the case then please 

forward me the details and I will include them in the magazine 

(next edition March 2020)  

Email to    fmps.magazine@btinternet.com     It just remains 

for me to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and New 

Year. 
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In recent months questions around the lack of a FMPS Rally for 
this year, and next, have been asked many times; I personally 
have been approached at various events and asked “why no 
rally?”  
There is not one simple answer but in an attempt to illustrate 
the many obstacles the Society encountered with rally planning 
and why we ultimately took the decision to shelve rallies for the 
foreseeable future our Treasurer, John Court, has given us the 
following:-          (editor) 
 
 

Why the FMPS rally has been cancelled for the 
foreseeable future. 

 
I came up to Suffolk to serve an engineering apprenticeship the 
same year that the Health and Safety at Work Act (1974) came 
into being. 
In the training centre we felt the full force of the understanding 
of the legislation at the time - we had to wear safety glasses 
when in the workshop- the end! The cost of our safety footwear 
was deducted weekly from our wages and were told digit and 
limb loss at work had a scale of payments but it would be best 
to join the union to fight the company in case it happened. 
Life was simple back then. 
 
Roll forward 40 years. 
Safety had turned into an industry with its own language and 
draconian penalties. 
               
Investigations of serious safety incidents were made the 
responsibility of the police who are established experts in 
apportioning fault and achieving prosecutions, the only function 
of H&S in this situation was to assist. 
In an attempt to prevent injury and particularly avoid the blame 
many company managers produced 'Safe Systems of Work' on 
how to do the job. If the operator went outside these and was 
injured it was the operator's fault - or so they thought: 
Why were they not prevented in doing it? No doubt the origin of 
'due diligence'? 



 

Was the safe system of work competently written and 'fit for 
purpose'   
Had the dangers of the job been recognised and Risk 
Assessed? 
If it had been noticed it could go wrong, why was nothing done? 
This must constitute ‘negligence’ 
 
All of modern H&S responsibilities and liabilities apply to 
the running of a rally, just like industry. 
 
A licence for the activities is compulsory, 23 pages, over 100 
questions and an interview with their Safety Advisory Panel as 
well as representatives of Fire, Police, NHS, Environmental 
Health and Planning from the council to pick us apart.  
None of this would start until they have the application fee of 
almost £700, with adverts in a locally available newspaper and 
notices printed and posted regarding the application. Even 
then, applying is no guarantee a licence will be granted. 
Parts of the application refer to safety, security, fire and medical 
cover on site so making a good risk assessment would cover 
this. 
Previously a Site Safety Management Plan was produced by 
the NFU Mutual at our cost, but was, in essence, various 
downloads cut and pasted from the internet and when it was 
scrutinized by the present committee very little could be left as 
was. In fact it failed every one of the 'Safe Systems of Work' 
stress tests during our committee's examination.  
This document had never been passed to our technical author 
so the chap responsible for all documentation within the FMPS 
was unaware of its existence. 
The committee ploughed through all 49 pages of this Site 
Safety Management Plan modifying each and every one to fit 
our rally giving a 'fit for purpose' risk assessment. 
 
By then we knew what needed doing to hold the rally in a safe, 
modern and competent fashion. 
We would need a management structure with named 'go to' 
persons.  



 

One for the control of all safety aspects of the site, to be 
available  at all times and carry out all necessary training to 
ensure the risk assessment was being followed from the time 
there was any activity on the site, day and night, until clearing 
up had been finished. 
Another, (also acting back up for the above if he needs to leave 
site) to oversee the site setting up, and another person 
responsible for everything to do with the field / land, access, 
water etc.  
Before any contractors are allowed to carry out their services 
for anything hired and brought in their safe systems of work and 
risk assessments need to be obtained and catalogued for 
reference so compliance could be checked when on site, this is 
the lowest of the top tier named responsibilities, all of them 
answerable to outside bodies at any time. Only the contracts 
inspection post could be filled by any of the Committee. 
 
Every section needed stewards named, trained and recorded 
as trained. The need for training is to ensure they all work in 
unison when any situation specified in the risk assessment 
arises thus all act in the same way together, not a dozen 
people rushing around with their own interpretation producing 
more problems and conflicts. Every section steward needs a 
similarly trained back-up so the section is always covered to the 
same standard if one has to leave.  
Fire, information, first aid incidents etc can happen in or near 
any section, so every section no matter how small has a 
steward with appropriate training always available on the 
section. 
Bikes, tractors, cars, steamers, commercial vehicles, food 
outlets, stalls, craft, entrance gate, car park, Safety Officer and 
display ring all need to be covered in this way as a minimum on 
each day. It also needs to be recognised that stewards can be 
called off site for any reason so; we need to cover this 
eventuality with floating stewards. This allows two stewards 
from one section to go walkabout for a short while. This is a 
valid consideration where mates or partners steward a 
section.  For this, a small number of 'floating' stewards would 
be best, and using individual stewards offering a limited 



 

duration would still need them to be fully trained and signed off 
as proof of training to support the risk assessment.   
We also needed to accept that not everyone who volunteers 
will be fit enough to help in 12 months’ time; many have been 
known to do a sterling job in the past despite recovering from, 
or waiting for, medical treatment. However, there is an 
organizational requirement that every steward should be able to 
assist on any job anywhere on site so we need a few extras to 
ensure a full level of cover on the weekend of the rally 
whenever it is. 
 
When the 2017 licence was granted so very late (June) FMPS 
were told in no uncertain terms it was a one off and absolutely 
nothing would be bypassed or overlooked by the Council in our 
next application. 
When the committee took into account every aspect of 
organising the rally it was realised we would not be able to 
cover what was necessary.  
 
As a last ditch attempt to save the rally an outside event 
organiser was contacted. 
He had produced rallies in East Anglia so thought suitable and 
was e-mailed.  
Initially we asked what his costs were for his closest rally and 
his reply gave comparable figures to our last one but he relied 
on the work of 20 volunteer stewards and his own staff 
members in conjunction with section steward helpers.  
If we shared the job with him there would be a conflict of 
concepts so the best plan would be to hand the whole job over 
to them and bankroll the work.  
This rally would effectively be a badge engineered job in the 
name and financing of FMPS. 
They were given map references and indications of how the 
field was to be used although we hadn't agreed with the land  
owner we would have no control over it. That would be checked 
later if the contractor offer was acceptable. 
All advertising, letters, permits, bookings, exhibitor sections and 
commercial sections, gate etc. would be handed over to them 
 



 

 
 
We could not sign a blank cheque for him and asked how we 
would be able to audit his claims for payment and takings 
during proceedings. 
As time was being eaten away I asked for a response before 
the next FMPS committee meeting in 20 days’ time. 
No response was forthcoming before the committee meeting so 
the proposal was made for no rally for the foreseeable future, 
seconded and carried.  
The sub-contractor was contacted and informed we would not 
be holding a rally for the foreseeable future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So sad it has come to this; I have helped organise and exhibit 
at Society rallies for more than 30 years and wonder if we (the 
FMPS) have somehow been singled out by our local Council 
because, within our area, there are many similar events held 
annually which somehow to not come under such close 
scrutiny. Good luck to them but, if our Council should suddenly 
turn their attention their way then many more Vintage Rallies 
will fall by the wayside. 
This magazine reaches enthusiasts the length and breadth of 
the British Isles and wonder if any member knows of other 
clubs have who have encountered “mad bureaucracy”       
Editor. 
 
 

 
 



 

Club Visit to the Museum of Power 
Submitted by John Court (FMPS Treasurer) 

 

We try to vary the club meetings to encompass something of 
interest which sometimes is not related to Farm Machinery. 
Such a visit was arranged to the Museum of Power which is 
housed in the former Langford Pumping Station in Essex.  
The museum literally has something for everyone but the main 
attraction has to be a massive Lilleshall steam pumping engine 
affectionately known as “Marshall”    
 

 

 

Club visit continued >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

Some of the members enjoying the visit to the 

Museum of Power 



 

 

 

 

The engine has three cylinders, with bores of 20 inches (508 
mm) diameter (high pressure), 35 inches (889 mm) diameter 
(intermediate pressure) and 56 inches (1,422 mm) diameter 
(low pressure). The stroke is 42 inches (1,067 mm). Each 
piston rod is 5 inches (127 mm) diameter. The steam cylinders 
are double-acting and are fitted with drop valves for both steam 
inlet and exhaust. 

 

For our visit they were running both the Lilleshall and the period 
layout workshop line-shaft engine on compressed air for our 
visit. Steaming is only done on specific days as advertised on 
their calendar using their oil fired boiler.  

Club visit continued >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
 

“Marshall” the Lilleshall steam pumping engine. 

The flywheel weighs 18 tons !! 



 

Surrounding the Lilleshall were pumps made by Weir of 
Cathcart in Glasgow and others. Many reciprocating engines, 
some by Paxman and Petter stood alongside a small steam 
turbine & generator. 
Arranged around the building were examples of Ford engines 
up to CVH, some cut-away, and in contrast, examples of super 
fuel efficient research engined aerodynamic carts  (eco car) 
built for use in economy competitions. 
There were other smaller displays of interest that had local 
connections like smoothing irons and radio valves. 
 

M.O.P. have future plans in the pipeline - I couldn't resist it - 
installing a beam engine from a private collection and are in the 
process of raising funds to access a lottery grant in order to 
house, assemble and run it. 
 
 

Some history of the Langford Pumping Station. 

Until the arrival of the Southend Waterworks Company (SWC) 
in the early 1920s, Langford (population at that time 182) was a 
small, sleepy Essex village: main industry, agriculture. 

The new waterworks complex was completed in 1927 but not 
officially opened until September 1929. At that time a reporter 
for the Essex Chronicle wrote that the arrival of the works had 
‘transformed an obscure Essex village into a place of 
considerable importance.’ 

The Langford pumping station, which is now home to the 
Museum of Power, was originally designed to provide a daily 
supply of seven million gallons of drinking water and this, 
together with the existing wells, were expected to meet 
anticipated demand for many years ahead. 

 

 The pumping station boasted a 150-feet tall hexagonal 
chimney that was a landmark for nearly forty years before it 
was demolished in 1966.  



 

 

 

The station originally contained two steam-driven vertical triple-
expansion rotative engines manufactured by the Lilleshall 
Company Ltd., each with a pumping capacity of between 4m 
and 4.4 million gallons per day. The engine house was built 
large enough to house a third engine that was installed in 1931. 
This latter engine named “Marshall” is the sole survivor of the 
three and takes pride of place as the central feature of the 
Museum. 

'Marshall' is a fine example of an 'inverted vertical' triple-
expansion steam pumping engine. 

It was built and installed by the Lilleshall Company Ltd., of 
Oakengates, Shropshire, and believed to be the last steam 
engine built by them. It was commissioned on 13th January 
1931. 'MARSHALL', works No. 282, is one of three identical 
engine and pump sets installed into the building to supply  

 

 

Club visit continued >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

Construction of the pumping station in 1926 showing the 150ft chimney 



 

Southend-on-Sea with treated drinking water. The other 
engines were named 'BRASSEY', works No. 276, which was 
commissioned on 29th August 1927, and 'FRANCIS', works No. 
277, commissioned on 9th January 1928. 

They were named after three of the Directors of the Southend 
Waterworks Company; Joseph Francis, O.B.E., J.P. who was 
Chairman, J. Maitland Marshall, J.P. was Deputy Chairman, 
and the other was Sir Leonard Brassey, Bart. The inaugural 
opening of the works by the Lord Lieutenant of the County of 
Essex, Brigadier-General R. B.Colvin C. B., took place on 
Wednesday 18th September 1929, before in fact 'MARSHALL' 
was installed. 

The engines worked in pairs which gave a combined pumping 
rate of about 8,000,000 gallons (36,368,000 litres) of water per 
day depending on demand. 

Two of the three engines were always running, whilst the third 
was in maintenance or repair. Barring accident or breakdown 
each engine ran for about nine months before being stopped 
for inspection. Each engine was kept warm even when stopped 
to minimize condensation on start-up. 

 

 

Overall, a brilliant visit and highly recommended.   John C. 

 

 

Thank you John for this excellent write up, just what we want 
for the magazine.     (editor)  

 

 

 

 



 

Barnfind  Article 2  

by our now regular contributor Martin Day. 

In my previous article I related my good fortune in finding and 

acquiring original condition vehicles and their subsequent 

restoration/refurbishment. Fortunately this was to continue 

when in August 2012 my daughter announced that she was to 

marry her long term partner the following December. She 

explained that my role was easy, help with finance and to 

provide the wedding car!  The wedding car was straight forward 

as I was working part time for the Marriot Motor Group who are 

Audi and Volkswagen Main Dealers and, when asked, the MD 

agreed to my having the use of a top of the range Audi and 

Company driver for the occasion, problem solved. No, when 

told of the arrangements my daughter announced that having 

spent a great deal of her childhood having to assist with Land 

Rover and other machinery  restorations  she would have to be 

taken to her wedding in a Series One Land Rover!    

A simple, but difficult request to fulfil and so after much debate 

it was agreed that, for good or ill, I didn’t want her to arrive at 

the ceremony in a vehicle we hadn’t restored and time didn’t 

allow me to find and restore a suitable Series One. We finally 

agreed on the impossible, find and prepare an original, 

unrestored Series One, if not then it would be an Audi. 

The search began, extensive use of the internet, and 

scrutinising of the relevant for sale adverts in appropriate 

magazines and local newsagents’ notice boards and making 

contact with those I thought might be able to help. I travelled 

many miles following false trails and saw how dishonest people 

can be with internet advertising! I found what appeared to be a 

suitable vehicle on a well-known internet site and eagerly 

travelled to Northampton to inspect the Land Rover before 

bidding. Upon arrival the owner showed me a totally different 



 

vehicle to the one advertised, saying that his wife had placed 

the advertisement and inadvertently used the wrong 

photographs! 

As feared, little progress was made I had after all had more 

than my fair share of barn finds and to hope to find another was 

perhaps unrealistic. 

In early January I answered the home phone and spoke with 

one of my wife’s friends, a friendship formed at the school 

gates some thirty years earlier when dropping off and collecting 

our daughters. Knowing my love of Land Rovers she said how 

she had thought of me a few days earlier when in the village 

shop “Old George” (a local farm worker long retired now 86 

years of age) had come in and told her he had just seen the 

bosses’ Land Rover he had placed into storage in 1972 being 

extracted from the barn by the local builder, who had acquired it 

in lieu of payment some years earlier for some minor building 

repair work he had carried out. Yes, she did have the builders 

telephone number did I want it! 

I immediately dialled the number and spoke to the builder who 

explained that he had an arrangement with the farmer to shoot 

vermin, rabbits pigeons etc. on his land and thought the Land 

Rover would be suitable for “lamping” but upon inspection 

perhaps wasn’t as suitable as hoped, it had no brakes, leaking 

fuel tank and water pump, collapsed exhaust pipe and non-

working fuel pump. It wasn’t for him, yes he would be interested 

in selling and yes I could come over and have a look at it that 

afternoon.  What I found when I entered his workshop was a 

1955 Series One Land Rover totally original save for normal 

service item replacements. Even the hood was original, with full 

tool kit, handbooks even the original stirrup tyre pump. The 

dash still had part filled packets of Churchmans and Senior 

Service cigarettes, plus a genuine Land Rover 12 volt 

dashboard plug in lead lamp. Even the tyres were the sought 



 

after Avon Trackmaster. Amazingly, yes it showed signs of use, 

but not abuse and with no rust on the underside the chassis 

and bulkhead being spotless due to regular coatings with old 

engine oil. 

Further conversation revealed that the famer had been an 

entrepreneur and had started many different business ventures 

including founding a specialist heavy transport commercial 

airline based at Stansted, still operating today. The farm being 

his country home. As I later found out from “Old George” he 

had bought the 

Land Rover from 

the local Ipswich 

dealer in 1955 

and for reasons 

unknown to 

George or his 

family had always 

referred to it as 

“Nellie” using it as 

his weekend 

vehicle when travelling locally. His staff joked that being 

regularly serviced at the dealers and well cared for on the farm 

by George it was maintained to the same standard as his 

aircraft. 

I learnt that in 1972 Nellie was taken into Mann Egerton (the 

then Ipswich Land Rover dealer) with view to trading her in for 

a Series Thee Safari, the trade in value offered so appalled 

Robin that he agreed a cash discount for Nellie’s replacement 

and drove Nellie back to the farm. With the arrival of the new 

Series Three, Nellie was redundant so was drained of coolant, 

the engine filled with rust inhibiting oil, placed on blocks 

sheeted over and left in storage, in the ideal building, an early 

broiler house insulated, dry and well ventilated. She remained 



 

there undisturbed, the local builder acquiring ownership in 2006 

but leaving her in situ until removal to his workshop in late 

2012. 

Included in the deal was delivery by the builder on his plant 

trailer. Unfortunately on delivery day, a heavy fall of snow the 

previous night meant unloading on the village high street, not in 

the lane on which I Iive. Whilst descending the ramps, petrol 

leaking from the tank and with obvious precautions in place to 

compensate for no brakes, the unheard of in our sleepy village 

had to happen, a Road Traffic Patrol Police car appeared and 

then stopped. The officer sat and watched the Land Rover 

descend onto the highway and then got out of his car and 

proceeded to inspected it. My heart stopped, he asked who 

owned it, I confirmed that I did he looked straight at me and 

said “I trust its roadworthy Sir taxed and insured.” 

 I mumbled a reply not wishing to say an outright yes for fear of 

incriminating myself. He then asked if I had a gun or 

ammunition licence, I happily replied no, never, “In that case 

Sir, I would point out that you are committing eight  indictable 

offences, each carrying a custodial sentence,” drawing my 

attention  to the eight live rifle bullets lying in the open dash 

tray. Our faces of doom must have said it all. He smiled, then 

said “please correctly dispose of the ammunition I’ll leave you 

to it as it’s nearly time for my lunchbreak” he returned to his car 

and drove off.  

Once in the workshop Nellie was subjected to a full inspection 

and service.   Repairs were minimal, the chassis, bulkhead etc. 

being perfect due to the regular coatings with old engine oil and 

minimal off road use. Unfortunately a new petrol tank had to be 

sourced as the original double skinned at the base, having 

sprung a leak and was found to be beyond repair. As luck 

would have it, a fellow member of the Land Rover Series One 

Club who owned his own pressure vessel manufacturing 



 

company was restoring a Series One and also needed a new 

petrol tank and having researched the market could not find a 

new one detailed enough to be a suitable replacement. So had 

had his engineers’ dismantle his tank to ascertain its precise 

dimensions and identify the manufacturing processes followed 

to produce it. He then had them manufacture an identical 

replacement but in stainless steel. As so often happens, word 

had spread between club members of the accuracy and quality 

of the finished product and after repeated requests he agreed 

to make a small batch for members but only if an economic 

number of twelve were ordered to be sold at a price to cover his 

costs. Once delivered, the Club Forum was alight with 

compliments from the recipients and the diehard rivet counters 

who had inspected them. Because of the time consuming 

process needed to manufacture to this standard it was not 

economic to try and produce tanks commercially. Fortunately 

as an offer to Club Members who were now asking to buy tanks 

he agreed to make a further final batch of fifteen. He had orders 

for fifteen within twelve hours of placing his offer on the Club 

Forum I missed his posting by a day but on contacting him and 

explaining my deadlines and reasons for needing a new tank 

he agreed to supply me with one, tank number sixteen! 

Once fitted and with everything going well and with two road 

tests completed the radiator decided it too would leak. A trip to 

Sheldrake and Wells and I had a sound original radiator re-

cored and installed. The final action was to take the doors to 

Wayne Tanswell in Sudbury to have them sign written in 

memory of my daughter’s Grandfather. 

The Land Rover performed its wedding duties faultlessly and 

has continued to do so and six years later has become a family 

member which I am not allowed to sell! 

Other vehicles have followed including a 1955 Bedford M type 

SWB lorry, seen by a friend at the back of a barn whilst out 



 

walking on 

holiday in 

Jersey. He 

knocked on the 

farm house 

door and 

bought “the 

family owned 

from new lorry,” 

selling it on to 

me having 

driven it to the 

ferry and from Portsmouth to London at the end of his holiday. 

Yes he has a very understanding wife who followed in the 

family car.  

The question often considered by enthusiasts is when will all 

the barn finds have been discovered? Logic dictates that the 

number must be finite, so the question is how many more 

treasures are waiting to be found? I suggest more than is 

perhaps thought. I base this optimistic premise on the following 

events that have all occurred since starting to write this article 

in August. 

The daughter of the original owner of my Series One tells me 

the family still have stored in a barn on their farm, awaiting 

restoration Nellie’s replacement the-1972 Series three Land 

Rover. 

My son in law, a Project Manager for a local building firm was 

asked by a client for whom he is currently working to build a 

pole barn at his Mother’s property near Bury St Edmunds. 

When visiting the house to price the work he noticed a Series 

One Land Rover parked at the back of an old cart lodge. It 

turns out the Land Rover was bought by the client’s Mother in 

the 1960’s  from a Sudbury Car Dealer for him to have fun with 



 

and to   learn to drive in the back garden (30 acres) prior to 

being old enough to drive on the road. When he obtained his 

driving licence and purchased a car, the Land Rover was driven 

into the cart lodge and left. I have been asked to visit and 

inspect the Land Rover with a view to it being returned to a 

roadworthy condition for him and his children to enjoy. 

My son in law related this story to a friend and property 

developer, who then admitted that he had stored away in a 

lockup garage he owned, his late Father’s 1973 Land Rover 

ready for future restoration. 

In August of this year, I decided that my winter project would be 

the sourcing and restoration of a 1969 Beige Mini Mk 2. 

Specific, as this was the model and colour of car owned by my 

wife when we first met 50 years ago.  The search via contacts 

surprisingly 

quickly led me to 

a Cambridge 

address and a 

one family owned 

1969 Beige Mini 

Mk 2 which had 

lived at the same 

address, in the 

same garage 

since purchased 

new in 1969!  Again, totally original except for service 

replacement items. 

 With full documentation confirming the recorded mileage of 

39,000 miles and with the original toolkit the car had been 

regularly maintained by the local supplying dealer (an 

independent now, as several years ago the Marshall Group had 

taken over the Cambridge BL franchises). Since the passing of 

the original owner in 2004, ownership of the car had been  



 

 

 

 

retained by the family for sentimental reasons, with minimal 

annual mileage,  but always  serviced annually  and always 

roadworthy, being  driven locally on a regular basis. But times 

change and earlier this year the decision was taken to sell the 

car.  

Once purchased and home in the workshop, a full service and 

thorough valet and changing of the period Dunlop C41 tyres 

followed. Modern radials of similar tread pattern and size were 

fitted and the car will soon be ready for some period motoring 

once the SU carburettor has been returned following a rebuild 

by specialists Gower & Lee. 

The outstanding condition means I now have the desired Mini, 

but no winter project. So I will have to see what new barn finds 

have come to light!   

 

 

Another outstanding contribution from my former work 

colleague and friend Martin Day. He has obviously spent very 

considerable time writing this for our members who, I am sure, 

have found it both interesting and informative.       Editor.   

 

 

 



 

2020 Membership Information 

 

 

Membership of the Society runs from January 1
st

 

until December 31
st

 as does the Public Liability 

Insurance which is offered as part of the 

membership package.  

We are not insurance brokers and therefore the 

insurance runs alongside membership. 

The exception is that any person joining the Society 

late in the year (September onwards) will 

automatically be granted membership for the 

remainder of the year AND all of the following year.  

Membership renewal is due on 1
st

 of January but 

applications will not be processed until the 2020 

insurance policy and Society cover information is 

received.    

We are unable to process debit/credit card 

payments. 

Payment by BACS is welcomed (preferred)    

 

Additional membership forms available on the 

website:-      www.fmps.org.uk  

 

Subs £19.50 

http://www.fmps.org.uk/


 

Events 2020 

 

Already events are being planned and organised for 

2020 and hot off the mark is the Nedging Village 

Fete on June 28
th

. 

This event is held annually at Nedging Hall in 

Suffolk (IP7 7HG) and is not your average village 

fete having an extensive array of all things vintage 

as well as the traditional fete attractions. 

If you would like 

to display a 

tractor, steam 

engine, 

stationary 

engine, car, 

motorcycle, 

vintage 

collection or 

almost anything 

of interest then contact:-  

                                Mrs P Gooderham 01449 740271. 

 

 

 

To publicise your event in our magazine send 

details to:-   fmps.magazine@btinternet.com   

 

mailto:fmps.magazine@btinternet.com


 

For Sale and Wanted 

For Sale:  

Ruston Hornsby, Class 2 HR 1932. 

 

Fully refurbished and has run only 100-130 hrs at shows. 

£5500 

Contact Jack Ramsey   ramsey870@btinternet.com 

07762401134    for more information. 

Located just North of Norwich Norfolk 

 

mailto:ramsey870@btinternet.com


 

For Sale and Wanted 

For Sale:  

Crossley engine on road trailer. 

 

 

Fully refurbished and has run only 100-130 hrs at shows. 

£5500 

Contact Jack Ramsey   ramsey870@btinternet.com 

07762401134    for more information. 

Located just North of Norwich Norfolk  

 

mailto:ramsey870@btinternet.com


 

For Sale and Wanted 

 
 

For Sale: Rare Bolinder - Munktell    potato spinner. 

A compact machine with some very interesting design features 
above Ransomes and Ferguson, runs, has good u.j's  ideal for 
restoration to show or use. 
For more pictures and information contact John Court - 
courtj106@aol.com 

£150  collected.  
 

 

 

 



 

For Sale and Wanted 

For Sale: 
Original Ruston Hornsby engine frame. £100.00 
 

Crossley 7HP petrol paraffin in running order  £300.00 
 

Bamford 5HP low tension throttle governed open crank in 
running order with 3 digit low serial number   £1,200.00 
 

Turner diesel liner saw bench.  
Large and very heavy in running order. £350.00 
 

For more information or pictures by email  
Contact Barry 07918 696947.  bjramseybtls@gmail.com       
(Near Great Yarmouth Norfolk) 
 

 
For Sale:  
Mountfield 725M rider lawnmower.  5hp    63cm cut. 

Complete with 
mulcher.   Pull 
start only.    
Year of 
manufacture 
2007.  Same 
owner since 
new.  Excellent 
condition 
Genuine reason 
for sale.  
 
£400 ono.   
 

 
 
Contact: 01787 269317 (Great Henny, Sudbury, Suffolk) 
 

mailto:bjramseybtls@gmail.com


 

For Sale and Wanted 

 

For Sale: 

Lion water pump 2 ½ 

inch. Open gears, on 

trolley. Believed to date 

from 1930s. A real top 

quality pump in excellent 

condition. 

£250.00 

 

 

 

Contact  

John Southall 

07340 781621 

Email 

fmps@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 



 

For Sale and Wanted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Sale: 

Godwin Water 

Pump A1e complete 

with V Belt pulley. 

Excellent condition  

£125.00 

Contact  

John Southall 

07340 781621 

Email 

fmps@btinternet.com 

 



 

For Sale and Wanted 

For Sale.   (Treasure from Workshop clearance) 

New tractor head gaskets, some kits, several once used also 

Standard Fordson (E27N) head gaskets.  

 New O rings for Case type D and C cylinder liners.  

Quantity of gasket material Hallite etc. 

Caterpillar series M water pump gland packings and oil grease 

gun and large enots  nipple attachment. 

Ferguson PTO air pump. 

Set of scales perfect order, ex threshing machine, all weights 

accurate and included. 

Howard Bantam, AC engine,  perfect order for its age and 

reliable. As used by me until I could no longer do my garden. 

Dennis Z  24inch lawn mower. Very old but in perfect condition, 

c/w trailing seat. New bottom blade spare. Again used by me.  

Petter  A1 petrol engine.  

Villiers TVO engine minus tank. 

Ford model Y petrol tank c/w cap. 

 MH 780 series combine fuel tank p/p all good condition. 

Assorted large flat belt pulleys (ex-large stationary engines) 

Childs large wheeled trike about 90 yrs old. Made by James. All 

complete but needs tyres and tubes. 

                                              More >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 



 

For Sale and Wanted 

Allen triple petrol cylinder mower, excellent condition, new 

belts.                                        

Two new YL Ransomes  plough breasts. L/H 

Smyth 13 coulter seed drill. Perfect  condition complete with 

steerage, markers, bean press, shalves and small seed barrel. I 

last used it to drill sugar beet at the end of the 70s. Always kept 

inside. 

Various instruction books and parts lists. Mostly early stuff. 

Old hand operated fork lift. Lifts 4ft plus. On casters, Needs 

ram seal. 

Large folded stack cloth. 

Box of parts for a Massey Harris No.5  Binder.  

Callers only 

Email or phone for more details  

David Macmorland        d.macmorland232@btinternet.com 

Phone  01621—852974 

Items located in Essex 

 

 

 

 

 

“For Sale and Wanted” items.  

Contact the editor. 

fmps.magazine@btinternet.com 

mailto:d.macmorland232@btinternet.com


 

For Sale and Wanted 

Wanted: 

Amanco Hired Man. Good condition on trolley. 

Jack Woods. 07596 105202    (Sudbury Suffolk) 

_________________________________________________ 

For Sale: 

Oilers of many sizes and styles.  

 

Phone to see if I have just the one you are looking for. 

 

David Macmorland        d.macmorland232@btinternet.com 

Phone  01621—852974 

Items located in Essex 

mailto:d.macmorland232@btinternet.com


 

For Sale and Wanted 

For Sale:  Magnetos all sorts, shapes and sizes. 

 

Phone for details. 

David Macmorland        d.macmorland232@btinternet.com 

Phone  01621—852974 

Items located in Essex 

 

 

mailto:d.macmorland232@btinternet.com


 

For Sale and Wanted 

For Sale: Box of spanners/tools (mainly plough) 

 

 

David Macmorland        d.macmorland232@btinternet.com 

Phone  01621—852974 

Items located in Essex 

 

 

 

mailto:d.macmorland232@btinternet.com


 

For Sale 
 
Assorted Parts/Operators Booklets (61 total) in as used 
condition from the Ransomes Sales Office. Covers plough 
ranges from 1939 – 80.    £15 
 
Photocopies (A4) in folders of: 
David Brown Implematic    Parts Manual        £5 
David Brown 25 & 30          Parts Manual        £5 
David Brown 25 & 30         Workshop Manual  £5 
 
Fordson Major Parts & Workshop Manuals and & DVD of 
Fordson Range £15 
Original Fordson Operators Handbooks 
Fordson Major  £10 
Fordson Super Major £10 
Fordson Super Dexta £10 
 
Ransomes MG Crawlers Operator Handbooks(photocopies as 
sold by Ransomes) £3 
 

Fordson Major: 
( Boxed New) 
Water Pump & 
Gasket  £15 
Voltage Control 
Unit £5 
Hydraulic  Hand 
Control 
Blanking plate & 
Setscrews £15 
 
 
Fordson Major 

Deluxe Seat Pan and mounting bracket £10 
 
Tele 01473652619           email:  martinjohn.day@virgin .net    



 

For Sale 
 

AEC Mercury 
Original Parts & 
Workshop 
Manuals  £15 
 
Foden S20 
Original 
Parts  &  Service 
Manuals & Drivers 
Handbook £20   
 

 
Tele 01473 652619           email:  martinjohn.day@virgin .net    
 
 

 
 

Information / Help Wanted 
 

I am wondering if you may be able to help me and put me in 
touch with someone who may have knowledge about vintage 
carts. 
Mine is an original horse drawn cart that was converted from 
horse drawn to being pulled by a tractor in the 1950’s.  
I would love to restore this cart and use again for the purpose it 
was made for. 
Your help and suggestions would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Tim Tordoff;           tctordoff57@gmail.com 
 

Phone:-      01379 788914    or   07858851667                                                                    
Mellis Suffolk. 

 

 

mailto:tctordoff57@gmail.com


 

FMPS Meetings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 26
th

 2020 
Jon Baker, Curator of the Parachute Regiment and 
Airborne Forces Museum at Duxford will give a 
presentation on the role of the Horsa Glider at Arnhem.  
 

March 27
th

 2020 
Talk by John Rayment on Continental Railways. 
 
April 29

th
 2020 

Visit to Kocurek Excavators Ltd (Ipswich) 
(World Demolition Awards winner 2017)    

 
Always check www.fmps.org.uk for meeting updates. 

 

AGM 

The FMPS Annual General Meeting 

January 29
th

 2020 

Halstead Football Club Essex  

CO9 1HR 

Here is your opportunity to have your say 

and shape the future of the Society by 

standing for election. 

All Officers and Committee positions are to 

be re-elected and if you feel you can take the 

Society forward we really need YOU  to come 

and make a difference.  

 

 

http://www.fmps.org.uk/


 

 


