
 

 

 
 



 

From the Chair, 
 
Hello everyone, I hope you are all getting on ok with your 
rallying and I hope to meet up with many of you at various 
events as I am visiting a few this year to see what we can do 
for our 2020 event.   
We have had some interesting meetings recently with Peter 
Longfoot giving a unique insight into the Marshall and Fowler 
organisation with his knowledge of the Gyrotiller and motor 
ploughing engines which were manufactured to replace the 
steam ploughing and cultivating operations. His knowledge of 
the Marshall organisation was exceptional and his style of 
presentation was very relaxed and, he will hopefully be 
returning in the autumn to speak about steam ploughing.  
 
I would like to thank Paul Ewers who stepped in at the last 
minute for the March meeting and showed a film about 
Ferguson tractor manufacturing at Banner Lane.  
 
  At the April meeting our speaker was the curator of the 
Longshop Museum at Leiston (the home of Garrets) who gave 
a fascinating account of the company and all they contributed 
to our heritage. 
  
Your Committee are soldiering on sorting through all the 
legislation and endless “red tape” for our 2020 rally;  one thing I 
will ask of members is:- do any of you have any  recollections 
about the War Ag?  I think this could be a good subject to 
incorporate in our next rally as we will be commemorating 
World War Two over the next few years and there were great 
strides taken in agricultural machinery in these years. 
We hope to arrange at least two summer club outings but I 
need commitment of numbers to go ahead otherwise 
embarrassment ensues. (contact Bryan asap. Editor)  
  

Bryan Mills  
 



 

Magazine 150. June 2019. 

From the Editor, 

During the many years I have edited this magazine there have 

been many occasions when the deadline date approaches and 

I find there is not much of interest from contributors to share 

with the general membership; however, this edition has some 

interesting reading in the form of an excellent article from 

Martin Day regarding the finding and subsequent restoration of 

a Fordson Major. 

Martin is someone I have known for many years having worked 

together at the Marriott Motor Group in Ipswich and fortunately, 

although we have both now retired, still keep in touch from time 

to time. When Martin sent me pictures of his latest project my 

editorial eyes lit up as I saw a potential article for the magazine. 

After a small amount of cajoling he agreed to put pen to paper, 

or more correctly finger to keyboard and the result is here for all 

to enjoy. Many thanks Martin. 

Also included this time around is another superb report of a 

Tractor Run submitted by Jimmy Waters. Not your average 

Tractor Run but one which involved trekking up to Scotland and 

then joining about 330 other likeminded drivers.  

The point I am making is to remind members the magazine can 

only continue to be of value and interesting if there is some 

input “from members for members”.  

We all have experiences and interests worthy of sharing and 

so, why not let us hear about them? Understandably not 

everyone is skilled at the written word but please do not let this 

stop you trying as I can generally sort out spelling or grammar. 

Have a go!    



 

Member meeting talk 27.2.19  
The History of Marshall  with Peter Longfoot 
 
As an introduction, Peter began with recollections of his first 
engine 'Old Guard' which he purchased at auction in the mid 
60's, but soon found fire box problems and it only lasted the 
year before it was too far gone for him to steam. He then 
purchased an Overtime and showed photographs of it with a 
reaper powered by a Ford Model F, it is still in circulation. 
 

He then 
moved on 
to the 
Marshall 
story, post 
steam.  
First was 
the Fowler 
Motor 
Tractor 
fitted with a 
ploughing 
winch drum. 
In 1942 a 

matched pair were sold as scrap for £38 but were never broken 
up and rescued in the mid 1970's, Bill Kemball has one in his 
collection near Woodbridge.  
The engine was made by Browett Lindley & Co.based on a 
Ricardo high speed heavy duty tank engine design having a dry 
sump, side inlet valve and overhead exhaust valve with a 
crankcase vapour scavenge system.  It was designed with 
hollow crank pins which caused a few problems if worked hard 
for long periods. 
 
Four cylinders, and rated at 100 h.p, it  was designed as a 
crank handle start, but many were soon modified to donkey 
engine. The need for this conversion was probably appreciated 



 

by one wit that wrote 'murder' above a crank handle in the 
photograph shown. 
The transmission was three forward speeds with reverse and 
three drum speeds, the lowest of which was of equal winch 
power to a steam ploughing engine and the others were higher 
speed appropriate to the implement and draught. 
In working trim, it weighed in at 12 tons, having an aluminium 
crankcase made little difference it seems. 
In work, a tractor would burn 65 gallons of petrol a day, one at 
each end. Running on TVO wasn't pursued because the tractor 
would be idling on the return and the spark plugs would suffer 
from fouling as the engine cooled. Luckily petrol was cheaper 
back then. 
They did experiment with a 6 cylinder petrol but the much 
higher fuel consumption became a problem as it was too 
difficult to deliver fuel in bulk  fast enough especially if used in 
remote areas abroad (as many were). 
 

Following on was the Gyrotiller.170

 
Ideal in a land reclamation environment where the soil needed 
opening, mixing upper and lower levels like sand and silt after 
drainage projects, but needed understanding to exploit the 
ability to leave a suitably broken and aerated soil structure.   
Unfortunately it gained a reputation for wrecking the soil, a 
problem brought about by the farmers themselves, lacking 



 

understanding and demanding it  to be worked at maximum 
depth, ripping through land drains and diluting the fertile topsoil 
as it went along. 
It did however become well remembered for being very 
effective at hedge, scrub and small tree removal by flattening 
the scrub as it moved along, lifting the unmoved soil below and 
leaving roots on the surface. This was exploited  when the call 
to increase food production efficiency through larger fields and 
enable the accommodation of the larger machinery being 
developed. 
The first four machines built in 1925 were powered by a 
Ricardo designed 225 hp. petrol engine, but these were 
changed to diesels later on as they drank 14 gallons of petrol 
per hour and many would work day and night. The change to 
diesel was in 1932. 
 
There has always been a story circulating that the largest 
Gyrotiller was powered by a M.A.N. diesel engine from a U 
boat, but at 150 / 170 hp. things didn't add up with 1000+ h.p. 
submarine propulsion needs .  
Peter decided to check this out but wasn't sure where to start, 
so as a stab in the dark, straight to the top, he contacted 
M.A.N. in Augsburg, Germany with the engine & model 
number. With amazing courtesy from the Germans, he received 
a reply in 4 days.The bombing raid on the works in 1942 must 
have missed their records office.  
The reply was a total myth buster - the engine models used 
never made their way inside U-boats in any shape or form, not 
even as donkey or generator. They were supplied as industrial 
train engines, static generator engines and stationary engines 
(love to hear one of those on an iron wheeled trolley at an 
FMPS rally). 
The engine did cause initial problems when after only 3 months 
use some started to burn 5 gallons of oil a day. Strip downs 
found excessive bore and ring wear and it was realised the 
Fowler designed horse hair stuffed air filter was not much 



 

defence against dusty conditions. They were all converted to 
Paloma oil bath air filters and this problem was cured. 
 
The next machine type presented was the smaller Gyrotiller 80 
A common myth about the Gyrotiller 80 is the designer of this 
engine - it was not Sanders it was Harry Cooper of Fowlers and 
had no design features of or subject to any Sanders patents as 
it was based on the Fowler 6A from the Fowler 75 crawler. Like 
the earlier Motor Tractor it incorporated dry sump lubrication 
system. This is the only model with hydraulic lift, all others have 
an engine driven mechanical capstan in front of the radiator 
and lifting chains running to the back. 
In 1946 100 of these were ordered and sent to the infamous 
'groundnut scheme' in Tanganyika (Tanzania), the scheme 
failure is now history, as they say. 
If worked hard these fowler engines would wear the main 
bearings sufficiently to allow excessive oil past them, thus 
starving the camshaft bearings further down the pressure line 
which led to quick camshaft failure. Had the design 
incorporated a wet sump there would have been oil splashing 
around the bearings probably delaying or warning of impending 
failure, but the dry sump system removed oil as soon as it 
reached the scavenger. Some of these engines were replaced 
by Bomfords with a GM 6-71 two stroke diesel. 
 
Peter then crossed over to the wheeled side  
A picture was shown of the mock-up of the first Fowler attempt 
at a wheeled tractor. This was based on the back end of a 
crawler with Wheels where the drive sprockets should be and 
with front wheels. 
Different steel wheel development changes including the 'Miller 
open wheel' were described and shown for the South American 
market from 1930.  
The 15-30 had a Ricardo engine but was not a success as it 
was overweight, under powered and expensive at 2.5 times the 
price of a Standard Fordson. The power was increased in the 
18-30 but it was still too heavy and expensive. 



 

A stationary engine version of the 18-30 was also tried but was 
un-competitive at 4 times the price of similar size American 
competition. 
The 18-30 on tracks was badge engineered as a Clayton for 
export to some areas where the name was trusted, and others 
were fitted with Roadless halftracks. 
The 12-20 was marketed by its simplicity but it was always 
expensive, and was renamed the 'M' with a few modifications 
and production continued. The advert for this tractor promoted 
1 acre in 1 hour on 1 gallon of diesel! Pictures with a 
Ransomes Multitrack and others of the timber winch 
Things were not looking good and in 1935 Thomas W Ward 
and Co. purchased the factory assets. Thomas W Ward had 
made their money by cutting up redundant ships and machinery 
and dismantling for the scrap, melting it down and supplying the 
steel back to all types of industry. 
However, this fate did not befall Marshall as Thomas W Ward 
set up a separate company to run them in 1936 and all 
decisions had to be approved by them, as was the  Marshall 
combine with a Ford 8 engine whereas the Americans were 
sending over combines with 6 cylinder power. 
Even by this time there was no production line, the tractors 
were put together in a large assembly shop with the tractors 
around the sides and the parts being delivered to the middle 
and taken for assembly when needed. 
Colin Cracknell recollected they had a series 1 Field Marshall at 
Grove Farm which cost them £640. 
Pictures of two series 2's in Australia which had a power 
doubling mod in Triple D style raising the discussion of how the 
co-ordination of firing 2 single cylinders should be set for best 
operator comfort and least structural stress. Further pictures 
were shown of a series 2 Roadless half track and another fitted 
up as a shunting tractor. 
A picture of what was considered as a very good combination 
was a Field Marshall series 2 with a steel drum thresher and 
Jones baler on the road between jobs. 



 

There was a posed delivery picture of about 20 tractors in 
Trinidad and a story of the morning starting procedure for all 
tractors. For some reason, only the foreman was allowed 
matches so each operator in turn had to present the starting 
paper in the holder to the foreman for lighting, this done it was 
fitted in the cylinder head and the rest of the starting procedure 
was completed to start the engine. Then the foreman had to 
light the paper for the next driver, and so it went on until all had 
started. 
Did using matches command greater authority than driving a 
tractor? 
To reduce the development time of the Field Marshall series 3 
quicker, they loosely speaking, took a VF crawler engine and 
transmission, and fitted rubber tyres. This skid base is why this 
engine runs 'backwards' to the 1 & 2. 
Pictures show the hydraulics were an obvious afterthought and 
although thought by some the series 3 was the best Field 
Marshall it was expensive at £800 compared to the diesel Major 
at £540 which had electric starting. 
As time went on it was realised that a self starter was vital for it 
to continue and there was a picture of a prototype fitted with an 
air pump driving a hydraulic system to spin it - complicated and 
did not work. They eventually went for direct electric starting 
with 24 volts but this put the price up over £1000 against the 
Fordson Major of comparable horsepower, with hydraulics and 
electric start was £650. 
There was still the cartridge start option which was an ongoing 
cost some farmers did not want to afford, but also it was by 
then understood the mechanical alignment of the con rod being 
almost straight to the crank caused high stresses on the big 
end which could upset it through the resistance to rotation from 
all the inertia in the heavy flywheel.  
Many Marshalls of different specification were exported to 
Australia crated up in primer without any wheels. Different 
dealers had different ideas of which wheels were best for their 
conditions and to individualise their build painted their own 
colour scheme. For a while this had the purist restorers in a 



 

spin thinking they should be green (or at the last, orange). But it 
is quite possible for a tractor to be red over primer with 
Australian made yellow wheels when it arrived new on the farm 
from the Field Marshall Dealer. A picture was shown of a 
tractor, no wheels, flat paint for protection and no detailing, 
crated, ready to be shipped out. 
 
A prototype picture was shown recognising a crawler back end 
and engine with wheels fitted, only one was made as an 
investigation. 
The MP4 came along being the first multi cylinder modern 
tractor, fitted with the Meadows engine but later this was 
changed to the Leyland 350 from the Fowler Challenger 22 
later becoming the MP6. True to form it was uncompetitive in 
the UK due to high cost and no hydraulics but 146 were made 
and 136 went to the Australian market. 
 
Using the Challenger engine brought us back to Fowler where 
we began, and all VF's were made at the Leeds plant. 
Fowler tried cast section tracks at one point, made from 
manganese steel, machined and hardened as on some military 
vehicles. The only assembly needed was joining to make 
tracks. Good idea on the face of it but the steel was so hard, 
track pins had a very short life and so the concept was dropped 
and they reverted to the pressed, forged assemblies which 
when costed properly (not guessed) were found cheaper to 
produce. 
The Fowler VF was competitively priced being only half the cost 
of the American Caterpillar. A rival throughout the 1950's was 
the Platypus made by A.C. Howard rotary hoes which was 
aimed more at the construction market so did not interfere with 
Fowlers in agriculture to any serious extent but Howard 
dropped the Platypus in favour of rotary hoe production.  
Turning with tracks was discussed with ex-crawler drivers and 
owners comparing the differential type giving high resistance to 
tight turns and the clutch type which disconnected the drive to 
one side completely and put all power to the outside track. The 



 

downfall of this was if the track filled with soil and locked solid 
the power was sufficient to snap the axle castings as our Mr. 
Cracknell had experienced on his farm. 
 
This was an educating talk from an entertaining speaker but my 
account cannot convey the continuous support to the talk 
provided by his photographs.  Not being a Marshall buff, and 
without these for reference I hope my recollection of the 
complex model notations over the years is good enough. 
 
We will be having Peter back in the autumn to talk about steam 
ploughing, and no doubt it will once again be a highly 
informative commentary backed with constantly changing 
images for reference and illustration. 
Watch the website for confirmation - well worth a visit.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watch the club meetings in the magazine 

and on the website to be sure of not 

missing great talks from our speakers. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 
 

You are invited to attend the 
Annual Ploughing 

Match and Fun Weekend 

5th and 6th October 2019 
 
 

Contact  Mr. Henry Castle, The Hill, Culford,  
BURY ST EDMUNDS. IP28 6UA. Tel. 01284 728422 

 

We will be collecting £10 on the day and the 

proceeds will be donated to St. Nicholas Hospice, 

Bury St. Edmunds. 

 

ALL entries MUST be covered by a Public Liability 
Policy of not less than £2,000,000. 

IN THE UNLIKELY EVENT YOU ARE UNABLE TO 
ATTEND PLEASE LET HENRY KNOW. 

 
The start on both days will be 10.00 am 
and take place at Ampton Hall Estates, 

Ampton, BURY ST EDMUNDS 

 



 

FMPS Working Day 
October 6

th
 Grove Farm Gt. Henny 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A great day out to 

end the season. 

Fun ploughing, 

stationary engines, 

static displays. 

Classic and vintage 

vehicles of any type 

welcome.  

Project 7 Catering and stalls will be there 

 

Bring anything of interest 

Contact Colin Cracknell  01787 269214 



 

 

National Vintage Tractor Road Run 21
st

 April 2019 
Organised by the Priory Rose Vintage Group. 

 
It had been a few years since we took part in a ‘Nationals’, the 
previous one for us being the 2015, organised by Canonbie 
Vintage up in Scotland where I was the only representative 
from Essex. 
I fancied Yorkshire and signed up with the Priory Rose Vintage 
Group. We met some of their committee at various shows 
throughout the year and they were very helpful and made sure 
Barbara had a seat on the VIP trailer for the run! 
We had to rent a transporter to move the tractor, which is why 
we don’t do many of these runs as it can work out expensive 
but everything went well as we pulled into our hotel, which was 

only a few miles away from the starting field on a hot Easter 
Saturday afternoon, to join a contingent of six Ford tractors 
from deepest Berkshire who were also staying there. 

Taking my place in the third row behind a Marshall – note 

Essex County flag! 

 



 

After checking into the hotel and unloading our stuff we took the 
Fergie around to the start field and signed on. Receiving a 
goodie bag with various support material for the Yorkshire Air 
Ambulance charity (the sole benefactor), a commemorative 
mug and the running number 007 – well the names’ James!   
Even with this low number allocation I was placed around 100 
tractors back in the line-up. 
 
 
The following morning, Easter Sunday, we arrived back at the 
field to see another couple of hundred tractors had arrived and 
were now lined up alongside. The Ford people from our hotel 
had decided to drive their tractors to the field from the hotel but 

as yet there was no sign. Barbara made her way to the VIP 
trailer and just as the Rev. Shelagh Stacey was about to give 
the traditional blessing, the Berkshire contingent arrived and 
were directed to the end of the rows. 

Ready for the ‘OFF’ some 330 tractors in Water Tower field 



 

With the formalities over the drivers returned to their machines 
as the motorcycle Marshalls (Squires Marshalling Group) left to 
take up their positions on the route. 
 
 
After waiting some twelve minutes, it was finally my turn to join 
the parade. 
The run would cover some thirty miles or so in two sections 
over A and B class roads as well as un-classed and a short 
stretch of very dusty off-road section. 
Lunchtime found us assemble at ‘Farmer Copley’s’ a sort of 
family fun farm activity centre. Which was a welcome break 
although somewhat squashed as far as the participants were 
concerned. We remained here for ninety minutes for lunch then 
continued on the longer section, which included the amazing 
lakes at Haw Park in Wakefield District.  
Finally I made my last turn onto the field boundary lane and 
back to the start after a very enjoyable and interesting run. This 
time the Fergie never missed a beat (broke down twice in 
Scotland) so I was able to take in the sights and enjoy waving 
to the hundreds of people who came to watch us all pass by but 
again, I was the only person from Essex county taking part! 
Every county in the land (since 1985) will host the Nationals 

and it 
surely will 
not be long 
before 
Essex has 
its turn. Is 
any club 
up for the 
challenge?  
Where 
would we 
go? 

Jimmy and the Fergie arriving at Farmer 

Copley’s for the lunch stop. 

 



 

Everywhere is so crowded! Unfortunately the Finchingfield’s of 
this county are not located in the wonderful remoteness of say, 
Foulness Island.    
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The point of it all – the Yorkshire Air 
Ambulance arrives at Farmer Copley’s on a 

goodwill visit.  
 

The run generated over £33,000 
 
 
 
 

Jimmy Waters. (All photos - Barbara Waters) 
 

 



 

Fordson Major Restoration 

From Martin Day 

Martin is someone I have known for many years having worked 

together at the Marriott Motor Group in Suffolk. When I saw the 

Fordson restoration I immediately thought this was a story for 

the magazine which would be of interest to the members and 

so I badgered him for an article and here is the result. (Editor)  

I am always amazed by the number and cross section of 

people who undertake the restoration of  classic and vintage 

vehicles and intrigued by the level of finish – some spend years 

creating perfection, while others are happy just to get the 

engine running! The final results are bound to be variable when 

you take into consideration the restorer’s ability, experience, 

available funds and ultimate aspirations.  My mantra is always 

originality - I endeavour to restore to the manufacturers’ 

specification and production finish, achieving a well running, 

attractively restored, authentic vehicle, completed within a 

reasonable time frame.  

Over the years I have restored numerous Land Rovers, Range 

Rovers, tractors and commercial vehicles of 1950/60s vintage - 

reminders of my youth spent on a Berkshire farm when health 

and safety was called common sense and I was allowed to 

drive and tinker to my hearts’ content.  My latest retirement 

project has been another nostalgic undertaking, a 1955 

Fordson Major tractor. It has taken eight months and now runs 

well with the finish meeting my stated criteria.  

As a qualified engineer and lecturer, with a well-equipped 

workshop (and a tolerant wife!) I have always been able to 

pursue my passion for ferreting out interesting vehicles to bring 

back to life and having enjoyed the challenge, selling them on, 



 

hopefully to cover the costs incurred. The pleasure to me is in 

the doing, not the owning or collecting and it all began as far 

back as 1971 with an Austin 7 costing £15.   

Since retiring my projects have replaced work as a daily 

discipline. Each day time is spent in the workshop and on the 

internet researching and sourcing parts – what a boon the 

internet is! So, having parted with a Foden S20 ballast tractor 

and Fordson E83 pickup truck early in 2018, it was onto the 

next project. Time to refer to my bucket list from which I 

selected an early Fordson Major Diesel, a tractor I remember 

well from my days on the farm. The sound of diesel knock and 

clatter of the fuel pump so distinctive. Decision made; the 

search began. 

Some weeks later, in late July, having made an early start to 

view a likely Fordson Major and having braved the A12, M25 

and QE2 bridge I arrived at Seddlescombe Farm, a small dairy 

farm near Hastings in Sussex. Over a cup of coffee, Derek told 

me that he had purchased the Fordson brand new in 1955 to 

pull his Massey Harris (self-powered) 701 baler and other 

haymaking machinery. No tillage work was undertaken so it 

was not used for cultivation work and had never pulled a 

plough. When his sons took over the running of the farm in the 

1980s they decided to switch grass conservation to silage, 

which required a larger horsepower tractor to operate the 

forage harvester and the Fordson was no longer required. 

Derek was not prepared for it to be sold in part exchange so it 

was retired and became known as ‘Dad’s tractor’ which nobody 

was allowed to drive without his prior permission. 

I was taken across the yard to the large general storage barn 

full of dairy farm paraphernalia. In the corner, under two old 

carpets, empty boxes and an inch of dust, sat the Fordson 



 

Major Diesel tractor. We cleared a way to it, uncovered it and it 

looked fine, not knocked about or modified and no evidence 

under it of any fluid leaks. The engine oil was clean and to the 

correct level. The radiator full with antifreeze coolant.     

 

Derek said that he hadn’t run it for some time, but guaranteed it 

would start on the third compression stroke. I was sceptical, but 

he collected some spanners and jump leads from a distant 

bench and returned a few minutes later with a battery from his 

wife’s car. 

 Amazingly, once connected the Fordson did start on the third 

compression stroke and ran well. A test drive around the 

adjacent field confirmed that it was a genuine, well cared for 

tractor in excellent condition with everything in good working 

order, including the hydraulics. The lift arms had been left in the 

fully raised position and had not dropped during the two years 



 

of storage. So after some haggling, a deal was done and the 

tractor was mine, including the original handbook. 

Observant readers will note that the ‘before’ photo shows that 

the tractor’s rear wheels were from a later model. The reason 

being that when new tyres were needed, Derek purchased the 

two Super Major wheels and tyres from a local farm sale and 

then painted the front wheels to match. Fortunately he still had 

the originals which came with the tractor. Another non-standard 

addition was a step fitted to the near side frame to make it 

easier for Derek, then in his late seventies to climb aboard. 

Once home I was able to test drive and fully inspect HDY and 

was pleased to confirm a sound machine, requiring 

refurbishment more than restoration in order to return it to the 

ex -demonstrator condition  I remembered from A T Oliver’s 

dealer’s sale compound in the 1960’s. 

The first step was a good clean with a copious application of 

Gunk followed by an intense pressure wash. I have in the past 

used a professional steam cleaner but to keep costs down and 

as the condition was borderline, settled on a pressure wash. As 

feared I was left with flaking paint   on the bonnet, radiator cowl 

and engine side frames, due to a poor quality farmyard 

application of paint some years previously. 

If I was in any doubt before of the level of work required, I 

wasn’t now. A  full strip down to the skid unit, full repaint of all 

components and tin work and reassemble  was  required, but I 

would refurbish with where possible new old stock and repair 

as many of the original parts as possible  in preference to fitting 

new pattern parts. 

The tractor was set up in the workshop on 5 ton axle stands 

sitting on wooden cradles especially made from 7 X 7 beams 



 

braced together. I did once see a tractor that had toppled off 

fully extended axle stands in a dealers’ workshop and the 

unfortunate fitter, who was said to have had a lucky escape, 

had to have several crushed toes amputated which he took 

weeks to recover from. With that in mind, as at times I would be 

working under the tractor, I was happy to spend the time to 

ensure that the Fordson was securely supported.  

 

As previously stated, as I remove each component I repair, 

refurbish or source a replacement. To ensure that I know where 

to refit it I take lots of photographs and when reassembling 

make regular reference to the manufacturers service and parts 

manuals. I accept my limitations and do not spray complete 

vehicles or large panels, only components, chassis etc.  So I 

set to and rubbed down, filled etc. and primed all the tin work in 

readiness for spraying. The bonnet hinge recesses and inner 

radiator cowl were lightly sand blasted first. The wings 



 

unfortunately required replacing as the originals were so badly 

rusted at the bottom, both skin and frame and with numerous 

holes where the rear lights had been mounted and remounted.  

The diesel tank, once rubbed down started to leak badly with 

holes in several places, so I cleaned the base thoroughly, 

soldered patches in place and then applied a thin layer of 

epoxy metal. 

Fortunately a local professional paint sprayer I know had 

workshop time available just prior to Christmas and undertook 

the job of panel spraying on condition that I collected and paid 

by Christmas Eve. My wife’s reaction to finding a complete set 

of Fordson tinwork stored in the spare bedroom was not festive! 

The January weather was mild enough to spray at ambient 

temperature. So having first replaced the front wheel bearings; I 

prepared the original wheels and sprayed them in the correct 

orange paint then placed them in storage. 

At this point all oils and filters were changed, fuel lift pump 

reconditioned, tappets set, brakes inspected and adjusted. 

After some deliberation, although it was readily accessible, I 

decided not to change the water pump as the engine had been 

run several times during storage and it showed no signs of 

leaking. 

I continued removing components until arriving at a basic skid 

unit. I couldn’t sand blast in the workshop so had to spend days 

of work with an angle grinder wire brush, assorted hand wire 

brushes and emery cloth until the skid unit was in a suitable 

condition for painting. Now I was ready to paint the skid unit 

(bare engine/gearbox/rear axle) and separately footplates, 

pedals, levers, seat, radiator, dynamo, etc. 



 

Whilst I have all the necessary spraying equipment, I lack a 

spray booth. So with a large roll of builders heavy gauge clear 

plastic and lengths of 50mm x 25mm batten I built a temporary  

unit  within the workshop, using a petrol engine  leaf blower, 

running at idle speed and  fed into a 300mm dia. pipe, to 

replace the normal high volume, low pressure  extraction fan. I 

used what is now called one pack paint which replaces the old 

enamel and cellulose paints. It gives  a good, traditional  glossy  

finish but does not need the oven, or breathing equipment  of  

two pack paint,  but does of course have the traditional 

protracted drying times. I primed, undercoated and top coated - 

a week’s work. 

With the paint dry and the spray booth carefully dismantled, it 

was time for the rebuild. Brake pedals, seat, pulley guard, the 

entire easy bolt on parts then the radiator with new hoses and 

clips. A refill with antifreeze and check for leaks - none found! 

The radiator cone was lightly bolted in place as adjustment may 

be required later when the bonnet is fitted later. 

Now it was time for rewiring -  I knew from experience it is 

better  to refit and rewire the central instrument console  before 

fitting  I usually use Autosparks looms, which have 

manufacturers replicated colour coding, terminals and wire 

lengths and once armed with the manufacturer’s wiring diagram 

it is a satisfying and pleasurable job.  However this time, to 

save carriage costs, I made the mistake of ordering the loom 

along with some other components to make up a carriage free 

order. Some wires that I would have expected to be present 

were not and the same colour wire was used twice – but 

following a conversation and exchange of emails with John 

Southall I was able to complete the job. 

 



 

It was at this point that I failed to follow my own rule - I knew I 

had only bled the fuel system through to the pump, but I went 

ahead and tested the starter circuit without first isolating the 

engine believing that air in the injector pipes would prevent start 

up. Wrong, this tractor starts on the third compression and did 

so again. It ran erratically for a few seconds and then ran at 

maximum revs. as the throttle lever was in the fully open 

position. Mixed emotions – it proved the starter circuit was 

correctly wired, but had I done any damage? 

 Fortunately no, once the stop control was pulled, a quick 

inspection revealed that there was no damage and obviously 

no further bleeding of the fuel system was required! My 

apologies to those   students I have taught and reprimanded 

and marked down as an external examiner for not isolating an 

engine before working on it! 

Fitting the rear wheels singlehandedly required the use of the 

engine crane and had to be done before the wings were 

attached to avoid damaging the paintwork.  The wings are easy 

to fit with the wheels attached when using new bolts, but the 

lights and wiring need to be added first. The bonnet was 

assembled and fitted, followed by adjustment of the radiator 

cowl to give a good panel fit and then its securing bolts 

tightened. I added a new steering wheel and having attached 

the drawbar and linkage was as we say in Suffolk ‘job done.’ 

I removed the tractor from its axle stands and cradle, attached 

a smaller dummy silencer (the correct one is just 15mm too tall 

and would catch on the workshop rafters. I did forget this once 

with a David Brown 990 and badly bent the exhaust pipe) I 

started up and drove out into the sunshine. A quick visual 

inspection and fitment of the correct silencer and off down the 



 

lane for a test run. To date, all is running well and my small 

grandchildren have had their first driving lesson. 

The completed tractor is featured on the cover of this 

magazine    (editor) 

 

Now it is back to the bucket list to select the next project, I 

fancy a 1950’s BSA C10 250cc side valve motorcycle, tank 

mounted speedometer and hydraulic front forks, similar to my 

first motor cycle or David Brown 25c can you help do you know 

of one for sale?  

 

 

A BSA C10 Motorcycle of the type Martin fancies as 

his next project. 

 

Do you know of one lurking in a shed somewhere? 

 



 

Forthcoming Events 2019 
 

June 1, 2 

Woolpit Rally 

Warren Farm, Wetherden, Near Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 3JX 

Contact: D.C. Seeley 01449 737443 after 7.30pm. 

Email: pceverson48@gmail.com   

www.woolpit-steam.org.uk  

 

June 2 

Steam-Up  

Forncett Steam Museum, Low Road, Forncett St Mary, Norwich NR16 1JJ 

Enquiries: 01508 488277 

www.forncettsteammuseum.co.uk  

 

June 8, 9 

The Aldham Rally  

Chalkney Meadows, White Colne. 

Contact: Roger Attmere 01787 221588 

Email:       secretary@aldhamrally.co.uk  

Website:    www.aldhamrally.co.uk  

 

June 9 

Barleycorn Fair  

at Museum of Power, Langford, Maldon 

Contact:  07764 487707 

Email: enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk   

www.museumofpower.org.uk  

 

June 9 

 Euston Park Rural Pastimes  

Euston near Thetford IP24 2QW 

Contact: 01359 259658  

www.eustonruralpastimes.org.uk  

 

June 15, 16 

Journey through the Ages – Vintage rally & Country Fair 

Goodrich Park, Palgrave, Near Diss  

Contact: Garith Mortimer 01449 781329 

www.throughtheages.co.uk 

 

 

 

mailto:pceverson48@gmail.com
http://www.woolpit-steam.org.uk/
http://www.forncettsteammuseum.co.uk/
mailto:secretary@aldhamrally.co.uk
http://www.aldhamrally.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk
http://www.museumofpower.org.uk/
http://www.eustonruralpastimes.org.uk/
http://www.throughtheages.co.uk/


 

June 16 

Fathers Day & Model Railway Show   

The Longshop Museum, Leiston, Suffolk 

Contact: 01728 832189 

www.longshopmuseum.co.uk  

 

June 16 

Father’s Day Steam Up & Mamod Steam Play Day –  

Forncett Steam Museum, Low Road, Forncett St Mary, Norwich NR16 1JJ 

Enquiries: 01508 488277 

www.forncettsteammuseum.co.uk  

 

June 22, 23 

Monks Eleigh Bygones CC Vintage Rally –  

Waldingfield Old Airfield, Near Sudbury 

Contact: Mike Barnes 01787 269454 

 www.mebcc.co.uk 

 

June 23 

Blackwater Country Show 

Chigborough Road, Heybridge, Maldon, Essex CM9 4RB 

Show Office – 01621 858150 (Answer Phone Facility) 

www.blackwatercountryshow.co.uk 

 

July 5 - 7 

Festival of Beer & Brewing  

Museum of East Anglian Life, Stowmarket 

Contact: 01449 612229 

www.eastanglianlife.org.uk 

 

July 6, 7 

Steampunk Weekend 

Bressingham Steam Museum, Bressingham, Diss, Norfolk 

Contact: 01379 686900 

www.bressingham.co.uk 

 

July 13, 14 

Cambridgeshire Steam Rally & Country Fair 

Quy Park, Stow Road, Stow-cum-Quy, Cambridgeshire CB25 9AF 

Contact: 01954 718610/07990 947 510 

info@cambridgeshiresteamrally.org.uk 
 

 

http://www.longshopmuseum.co.uk/
http://www.forncettsteammuseum.co.uk/
http://www.mebcc.co.uk/
http://www.blackwatercountryshow.co.uk/
http://www.eastanglianlife.org.uk/
http://www.bressingham.co.uk/
mailto:nfo@cambridgeshiresteamrally.org.uk


 

July 14 
HCVS Haverhill Historic Transport Rally    

at the Arts Centre car park Haverhill. Be on site by 10.00am. 

Contact: 01342 894564 

www.hcvs.co.uk 

 

July 14 

The Joker’s Centenary 

The Longshop Museum, Leiston, Suffolk 

Contact: 01728 832189 

www.longshopmuseum.co.uk  

 

July 14 

Commercial Vehicle Day 

Ipswich Transport Museum IP3 9JD  

Contact: 01473 715666 

Email:  enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk   

 www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk  

 

July 15 

Barleycorn Fair 

Museum of Power  

at Langford, Maldon  

Contact: 01621 843183  

Email:  enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk   

www.museumofpower.org.uk 

 

July 20 
Cheffins Vintage Sale    

Sutton near Ely 

Contact: 01223 213777 

Email:  vintage@cheffins.co.uk   

www.cheffins.co.uk  (download catalogues) 

 

July 19, 20 
 

Weeting Steam Engine Rally & Country Show 
 

Fengate Farm, Weeting, Brandon, Suffolk 

Contact:  Wendy Young 01842 810317  

No stationary engines 
Email:- weeting-rally@btconnect.com 

 www.weetingrally.co.uk 

 

 

http://www.hcvs.co.uk/hcvsevents1.htm
http://www.longshopmuseum.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk
http://www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk
http://www.museumofpower.org.uk/
mailto:vintage@cheffins.co.uk
http://www.cheffins.co.uk/
mailto:weeting-rally@btconnect.com
http://www.weetingrally.co.uk/


 

July 20, 21 

Strumpshaw Tree Fair 

Strumpshaw Hall, Brundall, Norwich, Norfolk NR13 4HR 

Contact: 01508 550293 

www.strumpshawsteammuseum.co.uk 

 

July 20, 21 

A bit of a Do 

The Old Football Ground, Pebmarsh, Near Halstead 

Tractors, stationary engines, cars etc. 

Contact: Mike Barnes 07703653897 or Les Weavers 01787 269294 

 

July 21 

Classic Vehicle Show 

Museum of Power  

at Langford, Maldon  

Contact: 01621 843183  

Email:   enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk   

www.museumofpower.org.uk  

 

July 27, 28 

Fire Rally 

Bressingham Steam Museum, Bressingham, Diss, Norfolk 

Contact: 01379 686900 

www.bressingham.co.uk 

 

July 27, 28 

Kedington Steam & Vintage Show 

The Great meadow, Arms Lane, Kedington, Haverhill CB9 7QQ 

Contact: Matt Garwood 07759810800 

Kedington-community-association.org.uk 

 

July 28 

The Kettle – Suffolk Auto Jumble  

Church Farm, Kettleburgh, near Woodbridge  8.00 am – 1.00pm 

Contact: 01728 724858  

 

August 3 

Steampunk event 

The Longshop Museum, Leiston, Suffolk 

Contact: 01728 832189 

www.longshopmuseum.co.uk  

 

http://www.strumpshawsteammuseum.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk
http://www.museumofpower.org.uk/
http://www.bressingham.co.uk/
http://www.longshopmuseum.co.uk/


 

August 4 

Steam Up & Meccano exhibition 

Forncett Industrial Steam Museum, Forncett St Mary, Norwich NR16 1JJ 

Contact: 01508 488277 

www.forncettsteammuseum.co.uk 

 

August 4  
Bike Meet 

Museum of Power  

at Langford, Maldon  

Contact: 01621 843183  

Email:   enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk   

www.museumofpower.org.uk  

 

August 10, 11 
Steam in miniature weekend  

Bressingham Steam Museum  

near Diss  

Contact: 01379 686900 

Email:  info@bressingham.co.uk  

www.bressingham.co.uk  

 

August 10, 11 

Little Ellingham Vintage Working Show 

Rocklands Road, Little Ellingham, Attleborough NR17 1JJ 

Contact: 01953 850238 

 

August 11 

Rock around the 1950’s 

Ipswich Transport Museum IP3 9JD 

Contact: 01473 715666 

Email:  enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk   

 www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 

 

 August 11 

Fordham Vehicle Show 

The Playing Field, Church Road, Fordham 

Contact: 07532 433390 

www.FordhamVehicleShow.com 

   

 

 

 

http://www.forncettsteammuseum.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk
http://www.museumofpower.org.uk/
mailto:info@bressingham.co.uk
http://www.bressingham.co.uk/
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August 18  

Classic Car Show   

Stonham Barns Showground, Stonham Aspel 

Contact: 01449 711111 

www.stonhambarns.com 

 

August 22 - 26   
Great Dorset Steam Fair  

Southdown, Tarrant Hinton, Blandford, Dorset DT11 8HX 

Contact: M.F. Oliver 01258 860361 

Email:  enquiries@gdsf.co.uk 

 www.gdsf.co.uk/ 

 

August 25 

Everything Goes 

Bressingham Steam Museum  

near Diss  

Contact: 01379 686900 

Email:  info@bressingham.co.uk  

www.bressingham.co.uk  

 

August 25  

Cars & Coffee Meet 

Museum of Power  

at Langford, Maldon  

Contact: 01621 843183  

Email:  enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk   

www.museumofpower.org.uk 

 

August 31, September 1  

Strumpshaw Autumn Steam Rally 

Strumpshaw Hall, Norwich 

Contact: 01508 550293 

www.strumpshawsteammuseum.co.uk 

 

August 31, September 1 

Harvest Past 

Peakhill Farm, Theberton, near Saxmundham 

Contact: 01728 832189 

www.longshopmuseum.co.uk  

 

 

 

http://www.stonhambarns.com/
mailto:enquiries@gdsf.co.uk
http://www.gdsf.co.uk/
mailto:info@bressingham.co.uk
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mailto:enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk
http://www.museumofpower.org.uk/
http://www.strumpshawsteammuseum.co.uk/
http://www.longshopmuseum.co.uk/


 

September 7, 8      
Haddenham Steam Rally & Heavy Horse Show 

on the A1421 road, Haddenham, near Ely 

Contact: 07741 019848 

Email: info@haddenhamsteamrally.co.uk 

www.haddenhamsteamrally.co.uk  

 

 

September 15 

Steampunk Essextraordinaire  

Museum of Power  

at Langford, Maldon  

Contact: 01621 843183  

Email:  enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk   

www.museumofpower.org.uk 

 

 

September 21, 22    
Grand Henham Steam Rally   

Henham Park, Near Southwold, Suffolk 

Contact: 01502 578053 

Email:  info@henhamsteamrally.com 

www.henhamsteamrally.com/ 

 

 

September 29 

Vintage Farming Day & full Steam Event 

 Bressingham Steam Museum –  

near Diss   

Contact: 01379 686900 

Email:       info@bressingham.co.uk  

Website:    www.bressingham.co.uk  

 

 

October 5 

Classic Vehicles Day 

Ipswich Transport Museum IP3 9JD  

Contact: 01473 715666 

Email:  enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk   

 www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk  

 

 

 

http://www.haddenhamsteamrally.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk
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October 6
th

  
FMPS Vintage Working Day  
Grove Farm, Great Henny, Sudbury 
Contact: Colin Cracknell 01787 269214    
Email:   p.bixley@btinternet.com    
Website: www.fmps.org.uk   

 
 

 

 

 

 October 6 

Suffolk Ploughing Match 

The Bungalow, Red House Farm, Tenth Road, Bucklesham, Ipswich  

Contact: 01394 380653 

 

October 5, 6  

East Anglian Branch of the Ferguson Club 

Annual Ploughing Match & Fun Weekend 

Ampton Hall Estate, Bury St Edmunds 

Contact: Henry Castle 01284 728422 

 

October 19 

Cheffins Vintage Sale  

Cambridge Machinery Sale Ground, Sutton, Ely 

Contact: 01223 213777 

Email:      vintage@cheffins.co.uk   

www.cheffins.co.uk    (download catalogues) 

  

 

October 19 

Wheels by Lamplight (no children) 5.30-9.00pm 

Ipswich Transport Museum  

Contact: 01473 715666 

Email:  enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk   

www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk  

  

 

 

mailto:p.bixley@btinternet.com
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October 27  

Final Fling  

The Long Shop Museum, Main Street, Leiston 

Enquiries: 01728 832189 

www.longshopmuseum.co.uk  

 

October 27 

Last Day of Season with Rides 

Bressingham Steam Museum  

near Diss 

Contact: 01379 686900 

Email:  info@bressingham.co.uk  

www.bressingham.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

November 17 

Classic Buses & Coaches 

 Ipswich Transport Museum  

Contact: 01473 715666 

Email:  enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk   

www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk  

 

 

 

December 1 

The Christmas Cracker 

Ipswich Transport Museum –  

Contact: 01473 715666 

Email:  enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk   

 www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk  

 

  

  

 

 

Information compiled by Colin Cracknell and Stella Bixley 
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A Recommended Supplier 
 

How often has a restoration project been spoilt by some 

“rubbish” wiring? 

Now you can obtain a professionally made wiring harness 

or components from a firm that comes recommended 

Visit the website:-  https://www.autosparks.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Telephone   0115 949 7211 

sales@autosparks.co.uk 

 

Many others available just email or telephone. 

Cars, commercials, motorcycles, tractors, buses, and 

coaches all catered for. 

mailto:sales@autosparks.co.uk


 

For Sale and Wanted 
 
 

 1937 Lister D  
 in good working order on trolley   £ 200.00 
 
 1945 Wolseley  
 on trolley in good order                 £200.00 
 
 Amanco Choreboy   
 in good order                                 £850.00 
 
Bowser hand petrol pump  
complete with tank vent pipe          £200.00 
 
Corn mill -Turners of Ipswich  
belt driven in good working order   £200.00 
 
Contact:-  Bill Preston  01245 420168 or 07802 381559 
                                     email- herbert.preston@btinternet.com 
     (Writtle, Essex) 
 

Wanted: 

Manufactures identification plate for Ransomes RSLD 9 plough 

to complete restoration.  

Mr J Alker      07960 053424 or 01695 622630 

__________________________________________________ 

WANTED:    This is a real longshot !! 

I am looking for a Hills Brothers Low Tension Flick 
Magneto for a Ruston PR. 
Dig deep into the back of your shed !! 
 
Contact Noddy  01638 603913   07747 742536 

mailto:herbert.preston@btinternet.com


 

For Sale and Wanted 
 

Wanted: 
  
Bentall 'Airflow' grain dryer fan 
unit.  
Fan and scroll housing should be in 
good condition. 
Condition of motor and electrics not 
important. 
Portable unit (as depicted) 
preferred but fixed unit considered. 
  
Peter Marshall      
07711 472 132 
 

 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 

For Sale:  Allis Chalmers D270 

Good condition with new tyres all round.  £1500 

Contact Barry 07866 596121   (Boxford Suffolk) 

 

For Sale: Allis Chalmers U spade lug wheels 

Complete with road bands   £150 

Contact Barry 07866 596121   (Boxford Suffolk) 

 

 



 

For Sale and Wanted 
 

FREE: Magazines. 

“Tractor and Machinery”  

“Stationary Engine” 

Some “Old Tractor” 

A few “Farm Machinery and Horticultural Collector” 

If you are interested please come and pick out what you would 

like. 

W A Miller.    01206 543230   Colchester Essex.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Sale: 
 
 

SIF Type 75 
G14.  Model 
14A. Ex-lawn 
mower. 
£10.00  

 
 

Jimmy Waters. 
01992 575950 
Thornwood 
Common, 
Essex. 

 

Your Advert could be here in the next 

magazine 



 

 For Sale and Wanted 
For Sale: 

 

High torque-start 
electric motor.  
 
3HP 230volt AC single 
phase. 
40mm keyed shaft. 
RPM - approx 2900. 
Including RS 
stop/start unit. 
£25.00  
 
 

Jimmy Waters. 01992 575950 Thornwood Common, Essex. 
 

For Sale: 5 x Stationary engine fuel tanks. 

Petter, BSA, Fowler amongst them 

All have filler caps.  £25.00 the lot 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Southall      fmps@btinternet.com   07340 781621 

mailto:fmps@btinternet.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Sale and Wanted 
For Sale: 

Lister D GAS Carburettor complete with air filter.  £5.00 

 

Lister D Vaporiser £5.00 

Complete with studs 

John Southall      

fmps@btinternet.com    

07340 781621 

Input for this magazine always wanted. 

Write ups, stories, articles or information 

welcome. 

Letters, comments or anything you want to share 

or ask. 

mailto:fmps@btinternet.com


 

For Sale and Wanted 
 

For Sale: 

Wolseley WD 

Timing/Magneto Gear. 

Perfect condition.  

£5.00 

John Southall      

fmps@btinternet.com    

07340 781621 

 

 

 

For Sale: 

12volt Siren. 

Made by Delco USA 

Perfect for your 

Jeep or other 

vehicle. 

£20.00 

 

John Southall     

fmps@btinternet.com    

07340 781621 

mailto:fmps@btinternet.com
mailto:fmps@btinternet.com


 

For Sale and Wanted 
 

For Sale: Large selection of iron and solid rubber tyre 

wheels. 

Some pairs, rubber wheels include two axles. 

£25.00 the whole lot. John Southall  fmps@btinternet.com   

07340 781621 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place your “For Sale or Wanted” in the 

next magazine free of charge 

Contact the Editor 

 

John Southall  fmps@btinternet.com   07340 781621 

 

 

mailto:fmps@btinternet.com
mailto:fmps@btinternet.com


 

A final few words from the 

Membership Secretary 

 
At the time of going to print the Society has 300 signed up 

members and therefore we are almost back on track following 

the shaky start to the year following the now well documented 

issue with the Public Liability Insurance. I believe we will 

achieve the same number of members we enjoyed over the 

past years within the next couple of months and will be in a 

strong position to move forward for the future. 

 

I still find changes to address details are not being 

communicated in time and, a few magazines are coming back 

marked “gone away”. Please let me have notice of any change 

and this includes email and telephone numbers. 

 

We have a number of members who, by choice, do not receive 

a printed copy of the magazine as they are happy to read it on 

the Society website:- www.fmps.org.uk . The on line magazine 

is generally available to view about a week before the printed 

copy drops through member letter boxes and therefore those 

viewing it can be first with the news and of course also first with 

the bargains in the “For Sale” section. And, all the pictures are 

in glorious colour. 

If it would suit you to not have a printed copy then please let me 

know as it will save paper and the club some money. 

Just email fmps.magazine@btinternet.com  

 

(John Southall, Editor and Membership Secretary)    

http://www.fmps.org.uk/
mailto:fmps.magazine@btinternet.com

