


Magazine 106.
From the Chair,

Well, here we are once again, half way through the
year, and what's happened to summer. Was it those few brilliant
days back in May, or have we more to look forward to? Anyway,
we are well into the fete and rally season and | am sure a lot of
members are supporting the many events in our area and beyond.

By the time this newsletter reaches you we will be
close to our 40™. Anniversary hog roast on the 14" June. there are
some tickets available for those of you who have not been able to
make up your minds yet You can rest assured that you will not be
disappointed with the evening, excellent food, the bar provided by
Chris Gray, and really good live entertainment. So make that
decision and call either Collin Cracknell or myself for tickets.

The Vintage Rally at Long Melford is looking like
being very well supported this year with an increase of exhibits in
most sections, this is really good news, but it probably means that
we will need every bit of help available to keep it running smoothly
and we really do need some help on the gate on both days. We
were hoping to work out a rota so that any member who offers to
help does not have to spend more than 1 hour on the gate. May |
remind you that there will be an auction if we receive entries for the
sale, as yet we have none. The working evening for puttindg up
fences and marking out at Long Melford is Wednesday 2". July.
Last year this went very well and it would be nice to repeat this
year.

Moving on, we have a full programme for the next
twelve months after the rally and a list of these events at the
Queens Hall will be with the September magazine , while on the
subject of speakers and presentations, if any one has a preference
please let the committee know as we do our best, but you may
know something that we do not.

So regards to all



From the Editor,

As | write this it's Bank Holiday Sunday, it’s raining and it's blowing
half a gale, no surprise there then, and it confirms my decision to
not go to the Strumpshaw rally appears to have been the right one.
However, | do feel for the organisers and exhibitors who will have
put in so much time, effort and not to mention expense in creating a
weekend for the public and exhibitors to enjoy.

When ever we join a club or organisation or even just
get together with like minded people there is an expectation that the
work and effort we put into it will give others some enjoyment or
stimulate interest. But, when those we are working for fail to support
what we are doing it is desperately disappointing and brings into
question “is it worth the effort”.

No doubt the Strumpshaw organisers are feeling that
disappointment because so much effort has been spoilt by the
weather, but of course they know it could change, and they will
have a really good day tomorrow. If it does not change then they
will know why the public did not attend and have the belief that next
year there will be a heatwave. | believe our Committee and other
organisers within the FMPS are feeling the disappointment |
mentioned and are beginning to ask the question “is it worth the
effort?” and | refer specifically to the time and effort that is put into
finding speakers or other attractions for the general meetings when
80-90% of the members do not attend. The same is true of many
of the outings and social events organised by the Society.

Unlike the Strumpshaw organisers who know exactly
why their support is down our own Committee is asking why we
have such a poor turnout to our meetings and other events. Are the
speakers just not delivering subjects of interest, are the other
events just not entertaining enough?. Is Halstead the wrong venue
for meetings? Tell us!. Your views on the subject are needed to
allow the Society to move forward. What would you like to
see/hear?

Write, phone or email your views and comments to an \
Committee member as listed in the inside cover of t his
magazine. John S, editor.




As many of you know one of our longest serving members, John
Couch, sold up house and home and emigrated to New Zealand.

John stays in contact with the Society, mainly by email and, by
watching the website which gives him access to news and of
course, also the latest magazine which is always available on the
site.

For a while now | have been asking John to write a few lines for the
magazine and now we have a report with pictures of the:-

HOROWHENUA VINTAGE MACHINERY CLUB

HARVEST WEEKEND
Held on 9/10 Feb 2008

Firstly Horowhenua (wh is pronounced as an f) is an area in
Southern North Island around Levin and, as the site is quite close to
the mountain ranges they get a little rain during the summer, which
kept everything green, 10km up the road it was so dry it looked like
a desert, it has been a very dry year so far.

As you entered the show you walked straight past the stationary
engines, of which there were many; the first to catch my eye was a
Gardner petrol engine made in 1908, new to a factory in Auckland,
then to a dairy farm and finally into preservation, it is rated at 6hp
and weighs 1.25tons. Running beside this was a Blackstone hot
bulb engine running on kerosene, it was found by the Murray
Darling river in Australia, brought over and restored, it was running
well but wanted some work to do as the hot bulb had to be heated
now and again to keep it running. ( photo. 1.)

Further along the row was a Bentall grain mill grinding wheat and
then being sieved and made into cakes which were cooked on site
and available for purchase.

A Wolseley 2, 3.5hp engine of about 1918 was running well all day,
beautifully restored and mounted on a horse sledge, these engines
were used for sheep shearing and were dragged from farm to farm,
apparently better than putting them on wheels (photo 2).
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Around the corner there was a mock up of a Victorian kitchen,
where a lady was making scones and cooking them in an old range
that was alight in the corner, the flour came from the same Bentall
mill and the scones were delicious.

There was a 1938 Case tin mill (threshing drum) working in the
middle of the paddock, driven by a 1956 John Deere 720, the wheat
was brought from the next paddock on a 1920’s Chevrolet truck
(photo 3),there was another Chevrolet moving hay bales at the
other end of the site.

The tractors that weren’t working were arranged in groups instead
of lines i.e. Fords in a circle here, John Deeres over there , Allis by
the stationary engines and a large group of IH mainly Farmall’s, this
arrangement worked well as it made it easier to compare models of
one make and it broke up the traditional long line which sometimes
seems to go on for ever, | looked around and think there were over
200 tractors on site.

In the next paddock there was a team of 4 Clydsdales ploughing , a
Massey Harris binder at work and an old John Deere combine
doing a bout now and again with several tractors ploughing.

At the side of another paddock there was 6 rows of maize left
standing, they had a binder (for want of a better description), cutting
one row at a time, the stems were then taken up a slope (still held
upright) between 2 chains, then they were tied into bundles and laid
down to the left onto a conveyor, when there were enough bundles
the driver tripped the conveyor and ejected the bundles. Very
Impressive considering the maize was over 7 feet tall, but it looked
like the hard work was about to begin moving the bundles around
(photo 4)

At the far end of the paddock they had tipped 4 truck and trailer
loads of mixed top soil and spent 2 days moving it around with the
various bulldozers they had on site. When | looked at them they had
a Cat D8 moving the heap, but there was an Oliver OC6 ticking
over ready to have a go.



In the adjoining paddock they were haymaking with a horse drawn
mower, various pick up bailers, a stationary hay press and an
unusual New Holland self propelled baler. There was an E27N ford
with a hay sweep pushing the hay into a heap where a hay jack was
being used to put the hay into a rick. In the last paddock were 2
steam engines, a Burrell with a trailer, carrying passengers around
the field for $2 a time, and a McLaren, which you could steer
around, again for $2 a time.

Picture 1. (above) The magnificent 1908 6hp Gardner




Picture 2. The 1918 Wolseley 2 3% hp

Picture 3. The Chevrolet truck




Picture 4. The “binder” cutting maize

Picture 5 1918 Jelbert, found in a paddock recently




A Bit Of Local News.
17/04/08.

Well it's about the end of another rally season. The difference
between here and UK is all the shows are in late summer and
autumn; this is due to the large dairy industry so all hands are
calving, calf rearing, etc. And in the middle of summer, mid
December to the end of January is holiday time, and the general
opinion is bugger it, we’re going fishing.

One of the tractor clubs | belong to is celebrating its 40™
anniversary next sat 26" April, so as well as raising a glass to them
| will be thinking of the FMPS and raising a glass to you, it's come a
long way since | joined when the meetings were in the Mill Hotel at
Sudbury, and the committee meetings were in the Horn pub,. So
good luck to you all and have a good evening.

This summer has been very good for everyone except people with
animals as we have had worst drought for about 20 years and the
price of fodder has gone through the roof, but fortunately the rain
came this week, between Monday morning and Thursday morning
we had over 200mm of rain! (That’s not a printing error) only a
couple of fields had a puddle in them and the ditches didn’t
overflow, shows you how dry it was.

Thank you John for the report, very interesting and | hope it is the
first of many and also hopefully, it will inspire some members to
write similar articles about places of interest they have visited. (not
just rallies and vintage events) ( editor.)



Information Wanted
Oliver 70 Rowcrop 1943

A new member has very recently purchased this tractor, a
1943 Oliver 70 Rowcrop, and would like to make contact
with any other member or person who has a similar machine
to have a chat and exchange any tips and information.

Contact Richard Chivers. Telephone 01379 586816 or
email:- lorrick@waitrose.com
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Ipswich Transport Museum
Events:

Ipswich Engineering Day - Sunday 20th July, 11am to 4pm

A celebration of the great engineering heritage of Ipswich. We
celebrate proud companies such as Ransomes, Simms & Jefferies,
Reavells and Ransomes & Rapier with special displays and free
bus tours of the old engineering sites of Ipswich. Former employees
can also meet their old colleagues in the afternoon.

Rail and Road Day - Sunday 3rd August 2008, 11lamto 4pm

A Special joint admission day with the Mid Suffolk Light Railway.
See both museums in one day, ride on a steam train and take the
connecting classic bus. Special bus service (fare payable) will
operate from Ipswich Station and Bus Station to both Museums.

Come and Ride on our Buses - Sunday 5th October, 11 am to
4pm

The biggest museum event of the year! Ride for free on over 20
classic buses, from the Museum collection and visitors old and new.
Free bus services will link the town centre, station and a free park &
ride operation.

Wheels by Lamplight - Saturday 18th October, 7pm to 9pm

A long standing and really special event that draws lamp
enthusiasts from far and wide! The Museum is illuminated by
hundreds of old oil and paraffin lamps. Please apply for advanced
tickets. THE EVENT IS NOT SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN.

Christmas Cracker - Saturday 6th December, 11lamto  4pm

This established event is a Family Day with a Christmas Theme and
closes the Museums season. Included in the admission prices are
bus & fire engine rides, musical entertainment and more.

Cobham Rd, Ipswich, IP39JD. Tel. 01473 715666

Website:-  www.ipswichtransportmuseum .co.uk

11



A
~

40 years of the
FMPS

S party Ti’"e

' #$ %" &
% ( ¢
) &*) %% * +
- H Y
' /0 ) %
% #

( ( (" 001
2 3 |
4% 56 / %

89 "9#) 56 #
#ox # g5 *

12



FORTHCOMING RALLIES & OTHER EVENTS FOR YEAR 2008

May 31, June 1
Woolpit Rally — Wetherden, Near Stowmarket, Suffolk
Contact: D.C. Seeley 01359 241886 after 6.30pm.

June 1
Summer Show — Museum of Power, Langford, Maldon
Enquiries: 01621 843183

June 7

Chignal Village Hall Garden Fete & Village Rally — Chighal Smealey
near Chelmsford

Contact: Norman Wasteney 01245 440947

June 7, 8
The Aldham Rally — near Earls Colne
Contact: R. Starling 01206 393836

June 8
Euston Park Rural Pastimes — Euston near Thetford
Contact: Adrian Hoggett 07504335949

June 14, 15

Monks Eleigh Bygones CC Vintage Rally — Waldingfield Old Airfield,
Near Sudbury

Contact: Paul Goodchild 01787 372478

June 28, 29
Wings Wheels & Steam — Rougham Airfield, Near Bury St Edmunds
Contact: 01359 270524

Nedging Fete & Show — Nedging Tye (Not this year — to be held
again in 2009)
Contact: Marshall Gooderham 01449 740271
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July 5, 6

Locomotive Weekend - Bressingham Steam & Gardens Museum,
Bressingham, nr. Diss

Enquiries: 01379 686900

July 5,6 EMPS Vintage Rally & Show  —
Long Melford Hall, Nr. Sudbury

Contact: Ron Mansfield 01787 375301
or Bill Preston 01245 420168

July 12

Mountnessing Vintage Show — The Windmill, Thoby Lane,
Mountnessing

Enquiries: Ash Hofert 01277 356924. Stationary engine and tractor
entries particularly wanted

July 13

HCVS Gathering of Historic Vehicles — Great Meadow End Farm,
Ridgewell — just off A1017

Contact: Chris Butcher 01376 342782

July 18, 19, 20

Weeting Rally — Weeting, Brandon, Suffolk

Contact: Sally-Ann Helms — Fengate Farm 01842 810317
(Mon/Wed/Thurs only)

No stationary engines

July 20

Ipswich Transport Museum — Ipswich Engineering Day featuring
machine tools of the past from Ipswich firms.

Contact: Viv Carter 01473 715666
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July 26
Cheffins Vintage Sale — Sutton near Ely
Contact: 01223 213777

July 26 & 27

West Bergholt Rally — West Bergholt, near Colchester
Contact: M. Cullum 01206 271253

Vintage tractors, stationary engine etc. entries wanted

July 27
Bressingham Steam Museum — Vintage Farm Day
Contact: Ray King 01379 686900

August 2 & 3

Thurlow and Haverhill Steam & Country Show — at Horseheath
Racecourse, Horseheath, Near Linton, Cambridgeshire.
Contact: Robert Pumfrey 01799 530246

August 10

Mid Suffolk Showground — Classic Car Show
Stonham Barns, Stonham Aspel

Contact: 01449 711111

August 16

Newbourne Vintage Show & Sponsored Tractor Road Run —
Newbourne Village Hall, Near Woodbridge.

Contact: Ron Fellgett 01473 712454

August 16 & 17

Air Display and Classic Car Show — Rougham Airfield, Near Bury
St. Edmunds

Contact: 01359 270238
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August 24, 25
Eye Show & Country Fair — Goodrich Park, Palgrave, Near Eye
Contact: Tim Seeley 01379 898816

August 27 — 31
Great Dorset Steam Fair — Southdown, Tarrant Hinton, Blandford,

Dorset
Contact: M.F. Oliver 01258 860361

September 6. 7

Haddenham Steam Rally — on the A1421 road, Haddenham, near
Ely

Contact: Mrs. D. Young 01487 841893

September 7

Maldon & District Vintage Working Day — Joyces Farm, Mayland
Road, Southminster

Contact: Matthew Swann 01621 892429

September 7

Ploughing Past & Present and Country Show — Hunts Hall,
Pebmarsh

Contact: Tricia Nott 01787 224636

September 13, 14

Essex Steam Rally & Craft Fayre — Barleylands Farm, Billericay
Contact: Tractors: Mrs Val McVitte 01702 258452

Stationery Engines: Dave Wall 01702 546795

September 13, 14

Bedfordshire Steam & Country Fair — Old Warden Park,
Shuttleworth, Biggleswade

Contact: Paul Worbey 01462 851771 or 07850 195622
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September 20, 21

Grand Henham Steam Rally — Henham Park, Near Southwold,
Suffolk

Contact: Roger King 01502 578771

October 4, 5

From Ploughts to Propellors 1940’s weekend — Rougham Airfield,
Near Bury St. Edmunds

Contact: 01359 270238

October 5
EMPS Vintage Working Day — Grove Farm, Great Henny, Sudbury
Contact: Colin Cracknell 01787 269214

October 5

lpswich Transport Museum — Come and ride on our buses (around
lpswich)

11.00am onwards

Contact: Viv Carter 01473 715666

October 18

Cheffins Vintage Sale — Cambridge Machinery Sale Ground,
Sutton, Ely

Contact: 01223 213777

October 18

Ipswich Transport Museum — Wheels by Lamplight (no childen)
7.00-9.00pm

Contact: Viv Carter 01473 715666

October 25, 26

Rusty & Runnin’ Vintage Rally — Walton Hall Museum,
Stanford Le Hope, Essex

Tel: 01375 671874
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December 6, 7

Christmas “A bit of a Do” — Museum of Power, Langford, Maldon
11.00am — 4.00pm including festive cheer, Father Christmas, stalls,
musical entertainment and vintage vehicles.

Contact: Peter Trent 01702 522238 (evenings)

December

(after Christmas but subject to confirmation at a | ater date)
Christmas Ploughing Match

Wickhall Farm, Langford Road, Wickham Bishops, Esses
Contact: Terry Stinson 01621 891889

As always, many thanks to Stella Bixley and Colin Cracknell for
compiling this list. If you have future events you would like to
promote please phone details to Colin 01787 269214
orsendto fmps@btinternet.com
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A Hoisting Accident

Submitted by Pat Pawsey

A man was in an accident (work accident, not car accident), so he
filled out an insurance claim. The insurance company contacted him
and asked for more information. This was his response:

| am writing in response to your request for additional information
for block number 3 of the accident reporting form. | put 'poor
planning' as the cause of my accident. You said in your letter that |
should explain more fully and | trust the following detail will be
sufficient. | am an amateur radio operator and on the day of the
accident, | was Look out below! working alone on the top section of
my new 80 foot tower. When | had completed my work, | discovered
that | had, over the course of several trips up the tower, brought up
about 300 pounds of tools and spare hardware. Rather than carry
the now un-needed tools and material down by hand, | decided to
lower the items down in a small barrel by using a pulley, which was
fortunately attached to the gin pole at the top of the tower. Securing
the rope at ground level, | went to the top of the tower and loaded
the tools and material into the barrel. Then | went back to the
ground and untied the rope, holding it tightly to ensure a slow
descent of the 300 pounds of tools. You will note in block number
11 of the accident reporting form that | weigh only 155 pounds. Due
to my surprise of being jerked off the ground so suddenly, | lost my
presence of mind and forgot to let go of the rope. Needless to say, |
proceeded at a rather rapid rate of speed up the side of the tower.
In the vicinity of the 40 foot level, | met the barrel coming down.
This explains my fractured skull and broken collarbone. Slowed only
slightly, | continued my rapid ascent, not stopping until the fingers of
my right hand were two knuckles deep into the pulley.
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Fortunately, by this time, | had regained my presence of mind and
was able to hold onto the rope in spite of my pain. At approximately
the same time, however, the barrel of tools hit the ground and the
bottom fell out of the barrel. Devoid of the weight of the tools, the
barrel now weighed approximately 20 pounds. | refer you again to
my weight in block number 11. As you might imagine, | began a
rapid descent down the side of the tower. In the vicinity of the 40
foot level, | met the barrel coming up. This accounts for the two
fractured ankles, and the lacerations of my legs and lower body.
The encounter with the barrel slowed me enough to lessen my
injuries when | fell onto the pile of tools and, fortunately, only three
vertebrae were cracked. | am sorry to report, however, that as | lay
there on the tools, in pain, unable to stand and watching the empty
barrel 80 feet above me, | again lost my presence of mind. | let go
oftherope .. ..o,

(As much as | would like to tell you that this story is absolutely true,
in fact it is nearly a century old and very nearly the same version as
appears here was in a joke book published in 1918.)

Submitted by Pat Pawsey
(Thanks Pat, keep them coming ed.)

Young Farmers Club Show 17 " May 2008.

Jeffrey Giblin would like to thank the following people for the
time and effort they gave in helping with the setting up and
running of the vintage section:-

Many thanks to Graham and Maureen Lowdon, Terry Stinson,
Norman Wasteny and Melvyn Joyce
“We really could not have done it without you”
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FMPS members help to make a village fete a big suc cess

A village fete was held at Nedging, near Hadleigh to raise money
for repairs to their local church on Monday 5™ May.

This included numerous stalls and sideshows, raffle etc. plus
refreshments and cups of tea on sale. It was a day of almost
unbroken sunshine which made the latter all “go down” very well.
To add to the success of this event a vintage display was organised
by local FMPS member Marshall Gooderham, it included vintage
cars, which comprised a good selection of both pre and early post
war models in nicely preserved condition and some owned by our
Society’s members.

Paul Elford had his very smart B414 International tractor on show
also there was a display of eight stationary engines driving various
pieces of equipment. Amongst the engines there were two open
crank Amancos, two large open crank Bamfords, two Ruston PBs, a
Petter A and a large Ransomes Wizard paraffin engine. These
were running well and all owned by FMPS members. The engines
were arranged (by Marshall) to make an attractive display. To also
make things even better there was a big hedge behind them giving
plenty of welcome shade for their owners to sit under.

Finally, to complete the vintage content at the fete, local steam
enthusiast Alan Hines brought along his ‘Robey’ Showmans engine,
all smartly restored and running with its lights all ablaze.

This proved to be a very successful and enjoyable day for all
concerned.

Colin Cracknell

Thanks Colin, this is exactly the type of short article we need for the
magazine. ed.
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Tractor Road Run
July 5™

Join the many tractor drivers on a Road Run and,
at the same time; help raise money for
St Nicholas Hospice. (Registered Charity No 287773)

All we ask Is that you raise a minimum

of £10.00 sponsorship.

The Run leaves the site of the FMPS Long Melford
Rally at 6pm and it is expected to be
approximately 15 miles.

To take part in the run contact:-

Tom Hunt.

15 Papeley Meadow.

Barrow.

Bury St. Edmunds. IP29 5DL

Telephone 01284 810160 or 07814 391736

It is your responsibility to ensure your tractor co nforms to all

legal requirements necessary to take part in this r oad run.
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July 5™ FMPS Rally
Long Melford

Find those bargains, sell those treasures, at the
auction to be held on Saturday 5 ™ of July at the
FMPS Rally.

Lot Fee just £2.00 per item
with no buyers/sellers premium.

Complete the enclosed form and send off to:-

Norman Wasteney.
Wood Hall

Chignal Smealey
Chelmsford

CM1 4SU

Telephone:- 01245 440947
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July 2™

Many hands make light work, so the
old saying goes, and it is especially
true when building a rally.

Please come and help with marking
out and setting up the rally site at
Long Melford on the Wednesday

evening.
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A Unigue Collectors
Opportunity

(This is a limited edition)

1968 - 2008 The mug shown is for
illustration purposes
only. It is not the item
offered. The actual
coffee mug will have
the logo in blue and
yellow and may vary in
desian .

40™ Anniversary of the FMPS

A very limited number of bone china coffee mugs have
been produced to celebrate the 40 ™ anniversary of the
FMPS and one of these could be yours for just:-

£4.50

Numbers are limited so be quick,
Send your cheque now to Jeffrey to avoid disappoint ment.
Make cheque payable to FMPS Ltd and send to:-
J Giblin, “Gages”, Tye Green,Good Easter, Chelmsfor d. CM1 4SH
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For Sale

Wolseley Style 1 stationary engine. 3 %2 hp 1911 — 1914
Very rare engine, possibly the only one running in the UK
and believed to be one of only fourteen in the world.

Full history available and have the original cooling tank
available although rusty. Offers over £1500

Contact Ron Mansfield 01787 375301

THE WOLSELEY STYLE 1 ENGINE OFFERED FOR SALE

Wanted.

Can you help?
Dutch enthusiast wants a Ransomes Motrac Plough.

Willing to travel to UK to collect.

Contact: Norberth Korsmit
E-malil : norberth@tripledouble.nl
Telephone: 0031 654655500
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For Sale
13.6 x 28 Pair rear grass tyres, no cuts, on Dexta rims.
£150 ono. Contact Conrad 01621 773592 (evenings)

Wanted
TS59 Plough in working order, can collect.
Contact Conrad 01621 773592 (evenings)

For Sale

2 UCN Mouldboards (New)  £40.00

To be collected from Banham, Norfolk,

or, | am prepared to bring them to the Long Melford Rally
L M Bullen 01953 888710

For Sale:

Ferguson Rear Mounted Finger Bar Mower
McConnel Rear Mounted Finger Bar Mower
Both original, dry stored and in good condition.
Free, possible delivery for the cost of the fuel.

Wanted: Tractor driven stone crusher.
Contact:- Andrew Howard. 01984 624366 (Somerset)
deepleigh@tesco.net

For Sale:

New Holland 68 Twine Baler. _ In good working order.
£250.00

Option to buy another, suitable for spares.

Contact David Everard 01787 460248
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For Sale:

Case garden tractor c/w cutting deck in working order.
Needs a battery otherwise ok. This is a very small well
made tractor about 35 years old.

Proper axle and draglink etc. When deck is removed itis a
nice little towing tractor £75--00.

Mountfield forward control rotary mower.
10 HP Briggs. As new. £250--00

Contact:- David Macmorland Tel. 01621-852974
email:- freemac@tinyworld.co.uk

Wanted:
Magneto bracket with trip arm, magneto sprocket and crank
guard for 1914 Bentall Pioneer 1.5/2.5hp.

Tom Fisher. Telephone 01206 824552

email:- tom.h.fisher@btinternet.com

For Sale:

Two unused Bentall Mill grinding plates.

8” diameter £20.00

Bradford 3hp enclosed crank engine  on trolley.
Class 2. £320.00

M N Coulthard. Telephone 01473 310651
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