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Magazine No.105 March 2008. 
 
From the Chair. 
 
 
As usual the A.G.M. passed uneventfully, and although we had an 
election, the previous committee (I resisted calling it the old committee) 
was unanimously re-elected. As this is the fortieth year of F.M.P.S., and 
most likely the fortieth A.G.M. one of our founder members Mike Laflin, 
addressed the members with a few words on the early days. 
 
A visit to the beef unit and tractor collection of Paul Rackham of East 
Harling was attended by about 49 members on February 16th. There 
was a very interesting tour round the animals in the morning followed by 
lunch at the Angel Public House, and in the afternoon we were let loose 
among the tractors which included a magnificent collection of 
Fergusons and a huge array of implements. Tea and coffee with 
biscuits were provided in the afternoon. 
 
The rally season is now looming large in front of us, and preparation is 
well under way with our own main event of the year. A large number of 
entries have already been received by the appropriate stewards, and as 
always help is going to be needed and possibly more than ever this 
year. 
 
As always there is a full programme at the Queens Hall, except for May 
when there is a visit to S.J.Wrights, the willow merchants on MAY 20™. 
As you can see, this is NOT the last Wednesday of the month. 
Regarding speakers, may I remind you we are always looking for 
someone with an interesting topic so if you are aware of someone 
please inform the committee. 
 
See you soon 

����������������� ���
 
H.W.Preston 
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Magazine No. 105 March 2008. 
 
 
From the Editor. 
 
 
As you will have noticed from the front cover of this magazine the 
Society has now been in existence for 40 years, to say it has grown 
from it’s original concept would be something of an understatement as 
we now have in the region of 350 members and are responsible for 
several Rallies, Shows and other events all of which help promote the 
Society and raise money for various charities. 
 
For the interest of all members I have enclosed a copy of the agenda 
from the very first general meeting of the Society held on 27th March 
1968 at the Anchor Inn Sudbury. Some of the names you will see on 
this document are still members; sadly many are no longer with us. 
 
In another 40 years I wonder what the Society and its members will be 
up to? (unless someone discovers the key to eternal life soon it is a 
fairly safe bet I will not be writing the magazine editorial ! )     
     
Busy, busy, busy, is the best way to describe this time of the year in 
regards to the FMPS business. With the lead up to the AGM there are  
the many handouts and information sheets to produce that were 
included in the last edition of the magazine, things like the minutes of 
the previous AGM, voting slips, nomination forms and rally entry forms, 
accounts, membership forms etc. All very time consuming but 
interesting to deal with. Of course Frances writes the minutes and 
Norman creates the accounts but there has been a fair bit of midnight 
oil burnt because there is still a magazine to put together, membership 
renewals to deal with and now rally entries are coming in almost daily. 
 
On the subject of membership renewals:- This year in general, the 
members have renewed their subscriptions on time without any 
chasing. At the time of writing this we have about 270 paid up members 
and I would like to thank the membership for making my job easier by 
just simply getting the renewals to me in good time. As you would 
expect there a few stragglers but no doubt when they read this they will  
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reach for the cheque book! If I have anything to complain about then it 
has to be the number of members who do not include a stamped 
addressed envelope for the receipt and insurance cover note to be 
posted back. My annual plea is:- please, please remember to send a 
return envelope. This also applies to rally entries which suffer from the 
same syndrome.   
 
Now I have to once again put the editor’s hat back on and remind each 
and every member that the magazine is yours and some more input 
would be welcomed. I try to start building the magazine about two 
editions into the future and therefore, at this time of the year, I would 
already have some ideas and some input for the September magazine 
and possibly even the December edition. However, input from the 
membership is declining and so once again I ask if you could think hard 
about including a few words about a particular subject or event you 
would like to share with the members. On a positive note I would like to 
say that the quality of the input has improved steadily which has made 
my job easier so thank you all for this but I do need both quantity and 
quality so please make a few notes when you go out and about. 
Bill tells us there were 49 members at the recent visit to Paul Rackhams 
tractor collection:- hopefully one of the forty nine will take up the 
challenge to share the experience with the other 300 members who did 
not see the collection.                                        
 
To date we have 85 members with email addresses and this number is 
steadily growing, those of you who are among the 85 will know that 
from time to time I send out information and requests to all “on line” 
members. The benefits are of course instant communication and even 
better, it costs nothing. If you have an email address available to you 
please let me have it, it may be that the address is that of a son or 
daughter or even grand children but if they are willing to receive emails 
on your behalf then let me know.      
 
There is one more magazine due out before our rally and therefore, if 
you have any content you would like included let me have it as soon as 
possible.    

������ ��� ���
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Following the 2008 AGM the Officers and Committee a re:- 
 
President  Jeffrey Giblin 
 
Chair - Bill Preston 
Vice chair - Terry Stinson 
Treasurer & Company Secretary – Norman Wasteney                          
 
Ron Mansfield         
Barry Lambert 
Peter Dare 
John Morton                    
Colin Cracknell                         2008 Committee       
Keith Heywood                                
Brian Mansfield 
David Hunt 
Tom Hunt 
Lawrence Simpson 
  

 

 
Magazine Editor/Membership Secretary/Stationary Engine 
Steward and Website enquiries:- 
 

John M Southall. 4 Tye Lane, Willisham, Ipswich, IP8 4SR. 
Send me you stories, reports or general articles for the 
magazine as well as your FMPS Subscriptions.   
01473 658889 or email fmps@btinternet.com   
 

Deputy Membership Secretary:- 
Terry Stinson 01621 891889 
or email  terance.stinson@tesco.net  
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In previous issues Peter Webb told us about the trials and tribulations of 
buying a Small Holding and bringing it around to a habitable condition 
along with the joy and heartache that went with it. As a continuation of 
Peter’s story we now have:-    
 
Working the Holding  
 
Of our friends and relatives who come to call and visit us to watch our 
progress in the venture, some are impressed with what we have 
achieved so far, some cannot see the point of all our effort, and some 
think that we are just plain mad. On a simple balance sheet of effort 
spent compared with financial gain, then plainly we must be mad! To try 
this style of living is so totally engrossing that any money that is not 
earmarked for one bill or another is quickly used up in a new project or 
purchase for the farm. However, monetary values are not the only 
measure of the true happiness in this World. Those people who "shop 
till they drop" or tour the World and wine bars for ever more ecstatic 
thrills are finding out that so much of modern life has the hollow ring of a 
tinkling bell. Most jobs that people experience in order to pay their way 
in the World do not have any satisfaction about them at all; most 
employees do not see the end result of their efforts and are only a small 
cog in a big machine. This applies not only in the car production 
industry but in banking, social work and office work as well. 
 
 
The point I am trying to make is that I know every foot of hedge and 
ditch that surrounds my fields. As I work the holding, I sense the 
direction of winds, the oncoming of frosts and the problems of drought. 
My barns and out buildings are familiar in construction and f know their 
strong points and weak areas. If a fine snow is going to blow on a high 
wind, then sacking is pushed into the barn door cracks. When torrential 
rain arrives, blowing almost horizontally from the Blackwater Estuary in 
the early Winter, I know what land drains and gullies to check. The 
South facing open hay barn is vulnerable to the prevailing South 
Westerly storms, so items stored in there occasionally receive a 
soaking. Farming equipment, such as the Smyth seed drill with its 
massive wood construction of ash and oak, actually benefit from 
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rainwater, as it prevents the wheel joints loosening. When wooden 
wheels dry out too much, they shrink, the joints move and the wrought  
Working the Holding continued:- 
 
iron tyre band leaves the rim, rendering the wheel useless. It is often 
said that if you throw wheels in this condition into a pond for a week, 
then the wood will expand and take up. I have never found this 
satisfactory as the water is not as good as the natural wood sap, which 
should not have been allowed to dry out in the first place. 
 
 
As Spring arrives, I plan which fruit trees need spraying and those that 
are resistant to diseases. The pruning is done in the Autumn but it is 
something special to watch the fruit buds flower and attract the bees. 
When the ducks, geese and chickens come into lay, I can find buyers 
eager for free range eggs that are in excess of our needs - in other 
words, I can reap what I have sown. I cannot put into words just how 
satisfying this is for the human soul. It is a oneness with the crops, the 
livestock and pets that we all fit into a perfectly shaped jigsaw of the 
Universe that has a common purpose. When left to themselves, it is 
comforting to watch different animals adapting and getting on with each 
other. A flock of six magnificent white Embden geese are a formidable 
sight as they run and fly at ground level, necks outstretched and orange 
beaks open wide, hissing loudly at an intruder. But once they settle, 
then peace returns - the intruder is gone and their nature is served. 
These same geese trust Mary so much that they allow her to pick them 
up under her arm and carry them into their pen. Our Indian Runner 
ducks, constantly on the move around the paddock, are a funny sight as 
they waddle around the sharp corner of the barn to bump into three cats 
feeding. A minuet of loud quacking, feathers flying and some miaowing, 
then again peace descends. 
 
 
Our cockerel, Lenin, shouts out his wonderful call, loud and clear, to 
summon his six wives and to state his territory. Now fully grown at eight 
months of age, he is an awesomely attractive and fearsome fourteen 
pound heavy Rhode Island Red fowl. His bright red comb and wattled 
contrast with his copper bronze body and steel blue tail feathers.  
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Working the Holding continued:  
 
 
 
He bears two long spurs as weapons for attack - and you give this 
young fellow great respect as you gather the freshly laid eggs and 
always call 'thank you' to him as you back away. 
 
I suppose humans would live together peacefully if left alone by power 
hungry politicians, greedy business and contrasting religions. I am not 
saying that the natural order of things is all rosy; it is not a pretty sight 
when a weak animal is set upon by its stronger counterparts but that is 
natural selection. Humanity, of course, tries to temper that side of our 
nature, which in that respect places us above animals. It is mankind's 
conscience that the animal kingdom does not possess. So when people 
ask us why we are doing this, then it must be that we are seeking a 
Utopia that, of course, can never truly exist. That is of personal 
fulfillment, combined with a satisfying lifestyle that does little harm to 
anybody or anything. You see, we do not have the huge capital costs 
and legal pressures of modern farmers, nor do we have to make a profit 
to survive. Our ultimate aim is to break even and enjoy doing so at the 
same time. To some extent, our situation is due to the “ages of man”; I 
admit to almost fifty years on this planet and age has brought a 
philosophical contentment that I certainly did not possess in my teens 
and twenties. So if you add it all together, after the power of the 1960's 
and 1970's, the boom of the eighties, and the bust of the nineties, then 
we have just about seen and done it all. Nothing really impressed me, 
from the expense account lunch to the company cars, except the 
strength of family life.  
We are now trying to be big goldfish in a little bowl of our own making. 
 
 
PETER WEBB 
 
 



 8 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

40 years of the FMPS  
�

����������� �� �	
���
�������
�����	�
�	�������	�
������������	�����������
���������	
������	�������
�

������������	��������������	 ��!����������"�

��
���#�
����������	
�	
�$��#��
��%	��
�%���#
�����
&�����'���������"	(�)	����'������������������
������
(�*�������+	
��	����,��� ���������
��	�����
��������	
���
�

&��#�������������-.�/����������	
�'��������������

������� ���������	*��		#������� �
�
������ 0 ��
�(���%����
(��
��%��� �
�������� �������� ��
�

&	�������������#���12���
%	
�����3����4����	
������/�����5����
6����12�� �������������	
7���
���
����	� ����
0��%	��
�%���#
������.�.��58������



 9 

Whitewebbs Agricultural Machinery Open Day 

Whitewebbs Museum of Transport will be holding their Agricultural 
Machinery Open Day on Sunday 30th March 2008. This will be the fifth 
Agricultural Machinery Open Day and the event is proving to be very 
popular with interesting display of tractors, stationary engines, lawn 
mowers and various agricultural implements. 

We would like to invite members of your Society to come along on the 
30th March and display their agricultural machinery. Pre-booking is not 
required and there is no charge for exhibitors. Entrance for visitors is 
£3.00, accompanied children under 13 free.  

Please contact John D’Agostino on 07956 252691 for further 
information, or leave a message on the Museum anasaphone and we 
will be sure to get back to you.      Telephone 020 8367 1898  

How to get there:- 

Whitewebbs Museum is situated within easy reach of Junction 25 on 
the M25. From the A10, turn right into Bullsmoor Lane. At the T-
junction, turn right, follow the road round into Whitewebbs Lane for 1.7 

miles. The museum is 
on the left at the far end 
of this road, 150 yards 
before the next T-
junction. Car parking is 
free. 

The museum is open 
every Tuesday between 
10am and 4.00 p.m. 
(last entry at 3.30 p.m.) 
and the last Sunday of 
each month (with 
exceptions).Telephone 
020 8367 1898 for 
confirmation.  
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If you are going to the Agricultural Open Day on March 30th then here is 
some history of the museum.    

 

A Little History of the Museum. 

In the Middle Ages the City of London suffered two major disasters, the 
Black Death or Plague and the Great Fire of London.  Neither event 
would have been quite so devastating had an adequate and accessible 
supply of water been available. 

About 1600 Edmund Colthurt, gentleman with some engineering 
experience, devised a means of bringing fresh water into North London 
from the Chadwell and Amwell Springs between Ware and Hertford by 
means of a man made channel which followed the 100ft contour into the 
City. 

Although Colthurt obtained letters patent from King James I and actually 
started work in 1604 he did not obtain adequate financial backing and 
the scheme faltered. 

In 1606 the City of London Corporation obtained the necessary Acts of 
Parliament "for bringing a fresh stream of running water to the northern 
part of the City". 

It was Hugh Myddelton, MP for Denbigh and a jeweller to the King who 
backed the undertaking and work resumed in 1611 to build what 
became the New River - truly a misnomer as it is now nearly 400 years 
old and not a river but a manmade canal. 
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The distance from Chadwell Springs to the New River head in the City 
is 20 miles but following the 100ft contour the distance was nearer 40 
miles with a gentle fill from end to end of only 18ft. This was quite an 
achievement at a time when engineering skills were fairly primitive. The 
Industrial Revolution of the late 18th and 19th centuries saw a rapid  
growth in the population of London and an ever increasing demand for 
a fresh potable supply of water. 

The River Lea was tapped below Hertford to increase the supply to the 
New River and in the latter part of the 19th century pumping stations 
were built to further augment the supply. The New River originally 10ft 
wide was doubled in width to meet the increasing demand. 

Altogether some 16 pumping stations were built during the 19th century 
by the then New River Water Company and it is thought that 
Whitewebbs was one of the last. 

Today the siting of Whitewebbs Pumping Station seems far removed 
from the New River, the nearest point being Maidens Bridge, Forty Hill. 
But it must be remembered that the original river took a considerable 
detour westwards along the 100ft contour from Turkey Street, through 
the grounds of Myddelton House, named after Sir Hugh Myddelton, 
through Whitewebbs Park, around the edge of the golf course, crossing 
the Cuffley Brook by means of the 1820 cast-iron flash or aqueduct at 
Flash Lane before rejoining its present course through Enfield. 

Many other improvements have since been carried out to the course of 
the original New River to reduce its length and thereby the cost of its 
maintenance and upkeep.  Much of the River to the south of Enfield in 
the more densely populated areas of North London is now wholly within 
underground pipes. 

Whitewebbs Pumping Station. 

Excavation of the well below the Pump Hall at Whitewebbs began in 
1895.  The excavated subsoil and chalk being spread along the eastern 
side of the site to provide a level and even yard behind the station now 



 12 

used as a car park and which accounts for the steep bank between the 
picnic area and the paddock to the east. 

The well is 200ft deep and 14ft diameter at the surface reducing to 11ft 
at the bottom.  From there two headings were dug through the chalk 
each 6ft 6ins high by 4ft 6ins wide.  That, in a westerly direction extends 
some 700ft as far as Theobalds Park Road and contains 9 boreholes of 
6 ins diameter extending down through the chalk for a further maximum 
of 210ft. 

The eastern heading leaves the well in a North Easterly direction until 
under Whitewebbs Road where it turns due East under Cuffley Brook 
and the recently widened bridge for a total of 550 ft and contains a 
further 6 boreholes. 

Construction of the red brick Victorian style Pump Hall, Boiler House 
and outbuildings were completed by 1898. When tested, the station 
produced half a million gallons a day and records show that even in the 
drought of 1933/34 the yield was 0.37 million gallons a day. 

Two cottages were built alongside the station, one for the engine driver 
and the other for a maintenance engineer. It is believed that the station 
fell into disuse soon after the end of the Second World War, partly it is 
understood, owing to a high iron content in the water. 

The Pump Hall contained a pair of Barring beam engines with Corlliss 
valve gear, high and low pressure cylinders and 16ft diameter 
flywheels. The slots in the concrete bastions in the basement below the 
Pump Hall floor confirm the positions of the flywheels. 

Two 60ft long x 7ft diameter Lancashire Boilers in the Boiler House next 
door to the Pump Hall provided steam for the engines. 

Each engine had a pump rod connected at each end of its beam and 
these operated down 21ins diameter suction tubes to the bottom of the 
well.  The writer can vaguely recall the thud of these pump rods as a 
boy when passing the station in pre-war days. 

The size of the concrete bases under these engines and the 36ins x 
18ins cast iron beams used to support the suction tubes gives some 
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idea of the stresses developed as the clack valves shut lifting a 200ft x 
21ins column of water with each rock of the beams. 

It is understood that one engine was dismantled immediately on closure 
and transferred to another station south of the Thames.  One of the 
drawings handed over by Thames Water to the Trust at the time of the 
purchase, suggests the second engine was dismantled in 1962. 

Coal for the Boilers was brought by lorry from the coal yard at the 
nearby Crews Hill L.N.E.R. railway station and stored in the brick coal 
bunkers.  From there the coal was man-handled by steel wheeled 
barrows, over the weighbridge under the rear porch and into the Boiler 
Room. The route for the barrows still being evidenced by the steel 
plates across the yard. 

It was thought the construction of Crews Hill Railway Station coal yard, 
when the line was extended from Enfield Chase Station to Hertford was 
encouraged by, the New River Water Company due to the need for coal 
to fire Whitewebbs. The existence of this facility, subsequently 
stimulated the growth of horticultural nurseries in the area due to coal-
fired locating being used for their glasshouses in those days. 

From each engine an 18ins diameter underground steel pipe took the 
raised water to settling tanks within the Valve House in the rear yard.  
The red painted handwheels above the wooden floor now installed in 
the Valve House locate the position of 18ins penstock valves from each 
engine. 

The settling tanks overflowed into a common chamber in the South East 
corner from whence the combined flow enters a 2ft 6 ins diameter steel 
outlet below ground which runs through the paddock to the east of the 
station, then alongside the west bank of the Cuffley Brook towards the 
cast-iron Flash in Flash Lane. A brick manhole in the paddock is the last 
evidence of the route of the 2ft 6ins outlet found by the writer.  This 
manhole, incidentally, should not be confused with those of the Cuffley 
Trunk sewer built in the late thirties which runs along the same side of 
the Cuffley Brook to the treatment plant at Deephams, Edmonton. 

The detour of the New River through Whitewebbs park, following the 
100ft contour was abandoned in 1859 following the construction of the 
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Docwra aqueduct (built by Thomas Docwra of Cheshunt) carrying the 
New River over Maidens Brook. just to the east of Maidens Bridge.  
This was long before the Whitewebbs Pumping Station was built. How  

then did the water from the Station get into the New River - now some 
1.5 miles away ? 

An acknowledged authority, on the New River, Dr. Michael Essese-
Lopresti in his booklet "Exploring the New River" states this was 
achieved by using the abandoned northern arm of the old river course 
and reversing the flow. 

With an average fall along the river of only 5.5ins per mile a head of 
only some 15ins would have ensured a flow in the opposite direction 
from Whitewebbs to the Maidens Bridge aqueduct. 

As a schoolboy the writer can recall one occasion when permission,, 
was obtained from the somewhat eccentric owner of "Garnault", Mrs. 
Walrond, who then lived in the white Suffolk-gault brick house near the 
corner of Bulls Cross Road and Turkey Street, to fish in the New River 
which passed close by the northern and eastern side of her house. 
Unfortunately I do not recall in which direction the water flowed.  As this 
was in the 1930's what flow was apparent could only have been due to 
water raised at the Whitewebbs Pumping station, as the Whitewebbs 
Loop had been abandoned some 70 years previously. 

But the next question is how did the water from the 2ft 6ins diameter 
outlet from the Pumping Station on the west side of the Cuffley Brook 
get to the cast side of the same brook, near Flash Lane in order to 
discharge into the disused northern arm of the original Whitewebbs 
loop?. 

The invert of the 2ft 6ins diameter outlet in the paddock, east of the 
Pumping Station is some 3 - 4 ft below ground. The invert of the old 
river course at Flash Lane is some 4 ft above the level of the brook at 
this point. Can anyone throw any light on how the water from 
Whitewebbs got into the old river course?  
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WINTER WARMTH      
By Peter Webb 
 
 
Having lived in England all of my life, I thought that I would be used to 
it's five-month winters. As I mentioned earlier, natures seasons are 
greatly pronounced in the open country and no matter how balmy and 
sunny the spring, summer and autumn are, it is without doubt the winter 
that dominates the years events. It seems like you spend a lot of the 
summer preparing for the coming winter and getting over the previous 
one! We have all read books on the olden times and especially at 
Christmas it seems romantic and traditional to read Dickens, of the 
roaring log fire and fat table goose ready for the feast. Even the poor 
seem to somehow survive those BBC TV dramas, as they cheerfully 
chop wood and gather berries from the bushes. I must say that this 
image of everything being good in the Old Days is complete tosh! The 
secret of modern smallholding is to combine the best of the old ways 
with new ideas. 
 
As an example, if you have an open fireplace in the house as we have, 
then you can burn almost anything on it. Logs, coal, cut up pallets and 
peat can all be used to generate heat. This is simply because the 
chimney flue is well over eight inches diameter and therefore, whatever 
you burn, the smoke is simply diluted with air from the room. As long as 
you sweep the chimney a couple of times a year, then all is well, with 
little risk of a chimney fire. However, open fires are extremely inefficient, 
converting only about 30% of the fuel you use into heating the house. 
The remaining 70% goes straight up the chimney, to warm the crows 
sitting on your chimney pot. Also, as open fires do not have much 
control, then they are difficult to burn evenly, so in our first severe winter 
at the cottage, during the five months November to March, I cut, 
stacked and burnt three tons of wood. Now that is a lot of timber and as 
most of it was cut by hand, then don't remind me of the good old days! 
 
A vast improvement in the burning of solid fuel over this century has 
resulted in the Closed Wood-Burning Stove becoming very popular. The 
idea is that you take an iron stove with a grate at it's base and a flue at  
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the top. By burning the wood in an enclosed space, you are in effect 
cooking the wood, as long as the wood is dried to about 20% moisture,  
which usually means that it should be cut, split and stacked in the dry 
for at least one year. But this is just the start, as I mentioned earlier, the 
open flue dilutes the fire smoke but a closed stove can not do this. As a 
result the stove smoke is damp and heavy tar, which condenses on the 
chimney and can cause a chimney fire after only a couple of months 
use. It is this very slow burning that can enable a wood burning stove to 
reach over 70% efficiency - over twice the heat value of the open fire. It 
must be remembered that to overcome this problem, the chimney must 
be lined and insulated. This will enable the smoke to be kept warm as it 
rises up the chimney. As warm air rises due to being less dense, the 
velocity of the products of combustion increases, giving the fire a "good 
pull" as the old timers say. Condensation is virtually eliminated, so the 
formation of tar deposits, which are highly combustible, is kept to a 
minimum. 
 
To sort the chimney problems out is a costly business, and as a rough 
guide, when you go to purchase a multi-flue stove, then you should 
double its cost to allow for a proper installation. If the stove has a Back-
Boiler fitted to it, then this can be used to heat domestic hot water or 
central heating. It is also possible to fit a stove to run in conjunction with 
a gas or oil system that is already in place. Whatever type of solid fuel 
system that you decide is best for you, then you must be prepared for 
the attendant dust and occasional smell of smoke, this is all part of the 
package. Some older readers may recall their Mothers continually 
dusting the house, as open fires of the time were the main cause of this 
problem I must admit though, on a cold frosty evening with the moon 
shining clear as I come in from the field, there is nothing quite like the 
smell of apple-wood smoke drifting down over the garden to make you 
"welcome home". The site of a cheerful bright blaze in the hearth 
disperses all the winter gloom. 
 
This chapter illustrates how the old ways of cutting and using wood can 
be very cost effective in the long term, but there is nothing free in this 
world, you either pay for it with time or money. The most important thing 
is that you gain satisfaction and enjoy this lifestyle. 
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Orwell Old Tyme Rally 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A new Rally had been planned for this year and was 
to take place at Jimmy’s Farm at Wherstead near 

Ipswich on July 12th – 13th  
 
 
 
 

Please Note. 
 

This event has been cancelled.  
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A Personal Recommendation.  
 
Dear Fellow members, 
  
Recently my son Daniel's petrol tank on his stationary engine needed 
repair. I asked various contacts with no joy. 
But then by chance I came across the owner of Colchester Radiator 
Specialists, Mr. Paul Austin, a very helpful man who was happy to acid 
dip, solder and fully repair the tank for a very reasonable price.  
 
FANTASTIC JOB and a great price. 
 
I am not his advertising manager (honest) but his phone number is 
(01206)790270.   
                A good contact if your petrol is leaking!!! 
  
                                                                   Stuart Poole 
 
 

 
Colchester Radiator 
Specialists 
2 Grange Farm Rd 
Colchester,  
CO2 8JW 
 
(01206)790270.   
 
(01206 799559) 
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2008 Membership 
 
There are still a few Members who have not renewed their 

subscription for this year:- if you are one then pl ease 
renew NOW. 

 

2008 Membership £13.50  
  

2008 Subs should be sent to:- 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Please make all cheques payable to:- FMPS Ltd.  
Please send a stamped addressed envelope.  

 
Subs were due on January 1 st 2008 

 
Note: Terry Stinson is deputy Membership Secretary and 

will be happy to deal with all enquiries.    
 

Please let us know of any change of address or othe r 
details by Telephoning:-  

John Southall  01473 658889 (late evenings only) 
Or preferred contact by email:   fmps.@btinternet.c om 

 
Terry Stinson 01621 891889 or email: terance.stinson@tesco.net      

FMPS Membership  
4 Tye Lane 
Willisham 
Ipswich 
Suffolk  IP8 4SR 
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  Childs Tractor.              Any information want ed. 

                                                                              
I would like to know if 
anyone could tell me 
any information about 
the tractor, especially 
who made it, what 
engine it originally had. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
                        

Have been told it was a 
Petter engine but don't 
know if this is correct. It 
seems to be based on a 
Fordson Major. I would also 
be grateful if anyone has 
seen another as I'm told 
there is another out there in 
a museum. Hopefully a 

fellow FMPS member can help me. See you all at long Melford. 
My contact details are:-  
syconed@aol.com                        or 07811643955   (Ned) 
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FORTHCOMING RALLIES & OTHER EVENTS FOR 

YEAR 2008 
 
March 21 
Maldon & District Road Run – Start Burham on Crouch 
Contact: Terry Stinson 01621 891889 
 
March 21, 22, 23, 24 
Easter Vintage Rally – Walton Hall Museum, Stanford-Le-Hope, Essex 
Contact: 01375 671874 
 
March 22, 23 
Easter Steam Up –  Green Man, Howe Street, Great Waltham, Essex 
Contact: Dave Roberts 01268 734728 
 
March 23 
Museum of Power – Langford, Maldon.  Old Tyme Rally 
Contact: Peter Trent 01702 522238 
 
March 24 
Ipswich Transport Museum – Eastern Counties Doubledeck Day 
Contact: Mr Viv Carter 01473 715666 
 
April 12, 13 
Easter Countryside Show –  Mid Suffolk Showground, Stonham Barns, 
Stonham Aspall, Stowmarket.  Includes vintage tractors, vehicles etc. 
Contact: 01449 711111 
 
April 12 
Transport in Miniature – Ipswich Transport Museum (start 11.00am) 
Contact: Viv Carter 01473 715666 
 
April 26 
Cheffins Grain & Comis – Vintage Sale  
Machinery Sale Ground, Sutton near Ely at 9.30am 
Enquiries: 01223 213777 
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May 11 
South Suffolk Agricultural Show- Ampton Racecourse, Nr. Ingham, Bury 
St Edmunds Vintage tractors and machines 
Contact: Geoff Bailes 01638 750879 
 
May 3, 4, 5 
Rushden Cavalcade – Rushden, Northants. 
Contact: Mr Sugars 01933 350415 
 
May 4 
Ipswich & Felixstowe Historic Vehicle Road Run – start Christchurch 
Park, Ipswich 11.30 start 
Contact: Mr Viv Carter 01473 715666 
 
May 4, 5 
Stradsett Park Vintage Rally – Stradsett, Near Downham Market, 
Norfolk 
Contact: Andrew Hunt 01366 388907 
 
May 11 
Henham Wings & Wheels – Henham Park near Southwold 
Contact:  Diana Jackson 01986 875107 
 
 
May 11 
Rochford Vintage Tractor & Engine Club – Old Tyme Farming & Craft 
Fair 
Sutton Hall Farm, Rochford, Essex 
Contact: Dave Wall 01702 546795 
 
 
 
May 17 
Hadleigh Show 
Contacts: Stationary Engines: John Morton 01787 371843, Tractors:  
Barry Lambert 01787 210634  
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May 18  
Essex Young Farmers Club Show 
Boyton Hall Farm, Roxwell, Chelmsford, Essex (just off the A1060) 
Contact: A.J. Giblin 01245 231309 
 
May 24, 25, 26 
The Strumpshaw Steam Rally – Strumpshaw, Near Norwich 
Contact: Brian James 01328 851429 
 
May 25, 26 
Carrington Rally  
Carrington, Boston, Lincolnshire 
Enquiries: Mr J. Laycock, P.O. Box 32, Spilsby, Lincs. PE23 9AF 
 
May 28, 29 
Suffolk County Show – Ipswich 
Contact: The Show Office 01473 726847 
 
May 31, June 1 
Woolpit Rally – Wetherden, Near Stowmarket, Suffolk 
Contact: D.C. Seeley 01359 241886 after 6.30pm. 
 
June 1 
Summer Show – Museum of Power, Langford, Maldon 
Enquiries: 01621 843183 
 
 
June 7 
Chignall Village Hall Garden Fete & Village Rally – Chignall Smealey 
near Chelmsford 
Contact: Norman Wasteney 01245 440947 
 
 
June 7, 8 
The Aldham Rally – near Earls Colne 
Contact: R. Starling 01206 393836 
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June 8 
Euston Park Rural Pastimes – Euston near Thetford 
Contact: Adrian Hoggett 07504335949 
 
June 14, 15 
Monks Eleigh Bygones CC Vintage Rally – Waldingfield Old Airfield, 
Near Sudbury 
Contact: Paul Goodchild 01787 372478 
 
June 28, 29 
Wings Wheels & Steam – Rougham Airfield, Near Bury St Edmunds 
Contact: 01359 270524 
 
Nedging Fete & Show –  Nedging Tye  (Not this year – to be held again 
in 2009)    Contact:  Marshall Gooderham 01449 740271 
 
July 5, 6 
Locomotive Weekend - Bressingham Steam & Gardens Museum, 
Bressingham, nr. Diss   Enquiries: 01379 686900 
 

July 5, 6 
FMPS Vintage Rally & Show  –  
Long Melford Hall, Nr. Sudbury 
Contacts: Ron Mansfield 01787 375301  
Bill Preston 01245 420168 
visit our website for full details:- www.fmps.org.uk  
  
July 12. 
Wickhambrook one day show. 
Tractors and engines required. 
Telephone 01440 820135     
 
July 12,13 
Orwell Old Tyme Rally at Jimmy’s Farm. Wherstead near Ipswich. 
THIS EVENT HAS NOW BEEN CANCELLED   
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For Sale  
Wolseley Style 1 stationary engine. 3 ½ hp 1911 – 1914 
Very rare engine, possibly the only one running in the UK 
and believed to be one of only fourteen in the world. 
Full history available and have the original cooling tank 
available although rusty.  Offers over £1750  
Contact Ron Mansfield 01787 375301 

Wanted.  

Can you help? 
Dutch enthusiast wants a Ransomes Motrac Plough.  

                Willing to travel to UK to collect.  

Contact:              Norberth Korsmit 
E-mail :           norberth@tripledouble.nl      
Telephone:         0031 654655500 

THE WOLSELEY STYLE 1 ENGINE OFFERED FOR SALE  
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For Sale  
13.6 x 28 Pair rear grass tyres, no cuts, on Dexta rims. 
£150 ono.  Contact Conrad 01621 773592   (evenings) 

Wanted  
TS59 Plough in working order, can collect. 
Contact Conrad 01621 773592    (evenings) 
 

The Power of Advertising.  
 
Since putting the “For Sale and Wanted” page on to 
the FMPS website I have received numerous 
telephone calls and emails with enquiries and telling 
me of the success in selling on the site. These have 
come from all over the UK and even one from 
Holland. 
The website and it’s “For Sale” page are advertised 
in the Kelsey Publications magazines (Stationary 
Engine and Tractor and Machinery) and have 
generated a lot of interest and “hits” on the website 
have increased considerably. 
 

If you would like to put a “For Sale or Wanted” 
on to the FMPS website contact me, John 
Southall, and I will be pleased to oblige.  
A standard fee of £5.00 is all it costs (money 
goes towards website costs)  
 
Email              fmps@btinternet.com  
 
Telephone      01473 658889  (late evenings only) 
           


