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From the chair, 
 
                        The main event of our Society’s year is now well in 
the past but not forgotten. I feel that I must congratulate all of you 
who have been involved in our Vintage rally. This is because I have 
had very many people telling me how much they had enjoyed the 
event. And I have heard the words BEST EVER many times. I do 
not think that this is quite true as there have been twenty eight 
rallies in several different places all with their own attributes. 
However, it was a good event, and it seems that most people 
enjoyed themselves. 
 
                     There is one problem that rears its ugly head every 
year, and I think it is time it stopped, and that is the exhibitors that 
always want to leave early while visitors to the rally are still arriving. 
This really is unacceptable. The excuses are many and varied, and 
probably mostly fabricated. I feel that in the interest of the event and 
our insurance agreement about uncontrolled movement on the site, 
those that do not wish to stay to the end should really consider,    
do they really want to be there at all. By signing an entry form 
entrants agree to stay until the shows programme ends.   
 
                    One pleasing part of the rally was the charity tractor 
run which attracted forty six tractors to take part. This was 
organised by Tom Hunt and Brian Wells, and the route ran from 
Long Melford along some pretty lanes to Gestingthorpe, and back 
to Long Melford. The run raised £1067.00. which was donated to St. 
Nicolas’s Hospice, Bury St. Edmunds. The rally raffle supported 
Macmillan cancer care, and the society supported Project seven. 
 
                   And finally I personally would like to thank all members 
who gave their time to this event either setting up, taking down, 
exhibiting, or stewarding, WELL DONE TO YOU ALL.    
 
Hope to see you all at the next meeting 
 
Bill Preston. 
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From your Editor: 
 
You may have noticed the picture on the front cover of this edition is 
a little different to the usual tractor, stationary engine, farm 
implement or member who has achieved something special or sadly 
is no longer with us. The picture is the winning entry of the photo 
competition I organised for the Melford Rally and, it is not the quality 
of the photography that took the judge’s eye but the content of the 
picture.  
 
The rationale behind the picture is “Young and Old” and when you 
view the content you will notice a reversal of the usual ring events, 
here we see two youngsters in the ring and the old timers in the 
background watching. Just think about what this represents and 
how important it is for the future of the vintage rally scene, indeed 
the whole vintage and preservation movement.  
 
Our Society is not so very different to similar clubs and societies 
throughout the country in as much as the mainstay members and 
organisers are mostly of an age that will limit their future 
involvement. Yes, we have talked about the need to encourage 
younger members many times in the past and have made a small 
gesture by giving under 18 year olds membership for just one 
pound but, is this enough? I suspect not. I do not have an instant fix 
but I really urge our Committee and ALL members to take the 
situation seriously. We absolutely must encourage youngsters to 
protect the future of both our Society and the entire vintage scene. 
Some clubs do seem to have quite an active younger membership, 
what are they doing differently?  
 
Going back to the Melford Rally photographic competition:- The 
number of entries and the quality of the pictures submitted far 
exceeded my expectations and several of the pictures are displayed 
on the FMPS and Melford Rally websites (www.fmps.org.uk   and 
www.melfordrally.co.uk) If you do not have access to the internet 
then I am sure there is someone in the family who has !! Take a 
look at our rally on line.                                         John Southall 
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From our President: 
 
Please does any member own or know of anyone who has a 
Maynard Sugar Beet Lifter of 1927 that was horse drawn.  I would 
like to contact them as the depth wheels to my one were stolen on 
29

th
 June 2011, and therefore would like to buy some or get 

measurements of them.  I also, among other items had my 
Teles/Smith Drag saw blades stolen as well.   
 Possibly a member knows of where some of these may be 
obtained. 
  
We are proposing to arrange at outing to the Nuclear Bunker at 
Pilgrims Thatch, which is just outside Ongar Essex one evening at 
7pm possibly as an extra meeting in May or June 2012. 
  
The bunker was purchased by the farmer, who owned the land prior 
to the Bunker being built and it is now back to very near its original 
condition.  Price of admission £6.50 and all are welcome..  Please 
contact me as soon as possible as I have to book it 3 months in 
advance.  Phone Jeffery on 01245 231309. 
  
  
  
I enclose a photograph of the presentation of the Cup in memory of 
the late Chris Philips by his daughter Ruth and son James at Long 
Melford Hall. 
  
  
Chris Philips passed away whilst driving a coach at Heathrow 
Airport on 13th February 2011, he was member of the FMPS, and 
was a very friendly person, well known to many of us for his 
perfection in his restoration projects and himself always 
immaculately dressed, it was a great pleasure to have known him. 
  
Mrs. Philips, Ruth and James contacted me early March to say they 
would like to give a cup to the FMPS in memory of Chris to be 
presented at the Long Melford Rally 3rd July 2011. 
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The Cup is to be awarded to the Farming Year Machine judged as 
being the most interesting and, it is to be awarded each year.   This 
kind generous offer was discussed at March committee meeting 
and accepted. 
  
The subsequent various conversations took place between myself, 
the family, Ruth and James.  They said that they would like to 
present it to the winner at the 2011 Rally. 
  
They came along to the Rally and the Cup was present to Keith 
Heywood with the winning machine which was a Bamlett of Thirsk 
Tractor Trailer pulled by a Fordson model “N”.  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Ruth Philips presenting the cup to Keith Heywood for the best 
“Farming Year” exhibit. 
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2011 Young Farmers Show 21st May 
 
Our President would like to pass on his thanks:- 
 
“Thanks very much to the following people who came and helped 
prepare the site for the Young Farmers Show; Maureen Lowden, 
Robin Sharpe, Graham Lowden, Melvin Joyce, Terry Stinson, Dick 
Hughes and Ian, Norman Wasteney for delivering the wire and 
posts. 
I would like a special thanks to Melvin Joyce who organised the 
Stationary Engines section on the day. Thanks to all the exhibitors 
for supporting the event and I hope you enjoyed the day”     
 
I have received a very nice letter from the rally Chairman thanking 
us for all our support. 
 
Jeffrey Giblin 
 
 
More Thanks. 
 
Marshal Gooderham has asked if I could pass on his thanks and 
appreciation to all exhibitors, helpers and visitors to his event held 
on the 26

th
 of June at Nedging Hall. 

 
The event is proving to be so popular that due to space restrictions 
many interested exhibitors unfortunately had to be declined; the 
moral is to get your entry in early for the next Nedging Hall Vintage 
Fete. 
 
So successful was the event that more than £5000 was raised, all 
of which has been donated to the local church.  
 
Well done to all concerned. 
 

From your Editor 
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The Suffolk Branch News 
 

(of the Austin Seven Club) 

 
Although not strictly a Suffolk Branch news report, I thought this 
month I would devote this section to my thoughts on the Long 
Melford Show. 
 
This is the second time I have gone to the Show and really it was 
every bit as good as I remembered it from last year. Big, noisy, 
memory evoking steam and full of many interesting areas devoted 
to items from Classic Cars to Charabancs (old coaches of the 
1920/30's) Tractors to Treacle Toffee and of course the inevitable 
Shire Horses, dogs and other things associated with an Agricultural 
event. 
 
Our friends from Suffolk turned up in force and with the contingent 
from south of the border, we managed to create a nice little corner 
for ourselves. 
 
Many thanks must go to Bill Preston for masterminding this area 
because he as Master of the Show Committee, he did his up most 
to see we were looked after. 
 
I had two pals with me this year, Bob from Australia (G'day mate!) 
and my pal Jim from California (Have a nice day) who had never 
seen a show like this before and really enjoyed themselves. I have 
heard now from Bob back in Australia and he is still bubbling on 
about the fantastic number of tractors he had seen and owners he 
had spoken to because he is a real “nutter” about tractors having 50 
now in his mini museum back in Melbourne. They have shows over 
there but he was taken with the brass plaque each entrant received. 
We have become used to them over here but it was like giving him 
a crown jewel to take with him to show his colleagues back home. 
Bob had driven my Ford Model 'A' to the show and enjoyed the 
experience (the steering after all is like driving one of his tractors) 
and I went with Duke as Navigator in my A7 since there was no way 
all 4 of us would make it purely in the A7! 
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It was nice to sit down with Mel Granger, Nick Gray and their 
Suffolk colleagues and we all agreed that this was a far better show 
than the more commercialised event at Rougham and perhaps this 
would be a better venue for any future 'East Anglia' A7 Club meet; 
Perhaps next year? 
 
A great show and thanks to all members of our club who attended 
and giving their support and we all look forward to being there again 
next year. Did you miss it this year? Well make sure you are there 
next time for 'It's a winner!' 
 
BrianE 
 
(Contributed by our Chairman) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Austin Seven “New Ruby” 
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An appeal for information. 
 
Dear Sirs 
  
The Griffin Trust at Ellesmere Port Cheshire has purchased a 1942 
Bedford owl model we understand all it's working life was on a farm 
in Brent Eleigh near Sudbury, would any of your membership or 
their families would have known of this vehicle or history so we can 
gather as much information for our display boards any assistance 
your Club can offer will be most appreciated  
May I send by post pictures of the Bedford as found plus the vehicle 
registration number you would kindly email your postal address in 
order to forward these items on? Thank you 
Kind regards 
David Beckett 
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Good evening Mr. Southall 
Thank you for your interest I'm sure some of your members could 
hold very important information on this Bedford since emailing you I 
have found out that the truck worked at Loose Hall Farms Brent 
Eleigh area  the name on the old log book is a Mr. Earl Morley 
maybe some of the older residents of Brent Eleigh may 
have worked at Loose Hall or have been its driver 
Very tall order if any one has any photographs of the Bedford when 
it was working   
Kind regards, David    
 

 
Further to my last email regarding 1942 Bedford I have found some 
more info we were told it worked at Loose Hall Farms in the said 
village hope this may stir some interest and memories of her 
working life 
 Would it be possible to send your news letter when the insertion is 
made as it could make good reading when placed on our history 
board and hopefully some interesting stories sorry if I'm banging on 
a bit about this truck but she has so much character.  
Kind regards, David.   
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WHEN YOU COME TO NEW ZEALAND 
WHY NOT SPEND A FEW DAYS WITH JOHN & GAYLE AT 

DEVAND HOMESTAY (B&B) 
 

An ideal base to visit White Island (active marine volcano) and the 
beautiful Eastern Bay of Plenty. 

Private visits can be arranged to the BAREFOOT tractor collection and 
also other interesting private truck and tractor collections locally. 

Visit the CAT experience (big and yellow, not small and furry) in Rotorua 
(www.caterpillarexperience.co.nz) 

 
www.devand.co.nz 
email,   john@devand.co.nz 
Tel; 0064 (0)7 308 0571 
108 Te Rahu Road, RD3, Whakatane, New Zealand 
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September 10th & 11th   
38th Haddenham Steam Rally – on the A1421 road, Haddenham, 
near Ely 

Contact: 01487 842771 

Email: 
Website: http://home.btconnect.com/springwellfarm/Hadrally.html 
 
September  10th & 11th  
Essex Country Show – 25th anniversary -  
Barleylands Farm, Billericay 

Contact: Tractors: Mrs Val McVitte 01702 258452 

Stationery Engines: Dave Wall 01702 546795 

Email:       info@essexcountryshow.co.uk 

Website:  www.essexcountryshow.co.uk/ 
 
September 11th  
Classic Car Rally – 
Welnetham Community Centre, Stanningfield Road, Welnetham, 
Nr. Bury St Edmunds,  
Contact: 07771993184 

  
September 16th, 17th, 18th  
Bedfordshire Steam & Country Fayre –  
Old Warden Park,  
Shuttleworth, Biggleswade 

Contact: Paul Worbey 01462 851771 or 07850 195622 

Email:          show@bseps.org.uk  
Website:      www.bseps.org.uk 

  
September 17th, 18th  
Grand Henham Steam Rally –  
Henham Park, Near Southwold, Suffolk 

Contact: 01502 742376 

Email:      info@henhamsteamrally.com 

Website: www.henhamsteamrally.com/ 
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September 24th & 25th 
Wood Sawing & thrashing by Steam – 

 Bressingham Steam Museum –  

near Diss   

Contact: 01379 686900 

Email:       info@bressingham.co.uk  
Website:    www.bressingham.co.uk  

 

October 2nd  
FMPS Working Day Grove Farm Great Henny.    

                                                            Sat Nav info:-CO10 7LT 
Finish the season with this very informal working day. 
Tractors, Stationary Engines, Vintage Vehicles, Displays of 
anything you wish to bring. Everyone Welcome. 
Plenty of room to work for the total novice or serious 
ploughmen.  
No entry forms, (usual insurance requirements apply) 
No admission charge for visitors, (contributions for the Air 
Ambulance welcome) 
On site catering by Project 7 
Contact Colin Cracknell 01787 269214  

  
October 2nd 
Come and ride on our buses (around Ipswich) 

Ipswich Transport Museum –  
11.00am onwards 

Contact: Viv Carter 01473 715666 

Email:        enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk   
Website:     www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk  

 
October 2nd   

Steam Day 
Museum of Power at Langford, Maldon  
Contact: 01621 843183  
Email:        enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk   
Website:    www.museumofpower.org.uk 
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October 2nd 
The 25th Fairground Organ Enthusiasts Day 
Cotton Mechanical Music Museum 
Cotton, Stowmarket 
Enquiries: 01379 783350 
Website: www.mechanicalmusicmuseum.co.uk  
  
 
 
October 15th 
Cheffins Vintage Sale –  
Cambridge Machinery Sale Ground, Sutton, Ely 

Contact: 01223 213777 

Email:      vintage@cheffins.co.uk   
Website:  www.cheffins.co.uk    (download catalogues) 

  
 
 
October 15th 
Wheels by Lamplight (no children) 7.00-9.00pm 

Ipswich Transport Museum –  
Contact: 01473 715666 

Email:        enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk   
Website:     www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk  
  
 
October 23rd 
Final Fling – 
The Long Shop Museum, Main Street, Leiston 
Enquiries: 01728 832189 
Website: www.longshopmuseum.co.uk  
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3rd  December 2011 Christmas Cracker 11am to 4pm  
A family day with a Christmas theme marking the close of the 
Museum's season. Included in the admission price are bus and fire 
engine rides and fun for all the family. 
Contact: 01473 715666 

Email:        enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk   
Website:     www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk  
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Report for Tractor & Machinery Magazine by Pat Paws ey 
 

FMPS Long Melford Rally:  
 
The Farm Machinery Preservation Society’s rally was held on 2nd & 
3rd July in the stunning grounds of Melford Hall.  The society was 
formed in 1968 following the successful Sudbury Mammoth Old 
Time Rally of 1966 so it could be said to predate Great Dorset. 
 
The weather was kind and the crowds flocked in and as always 
there were several unusual exhibits for example a very rare Stock 

Motorflug RA of 1927 
that was part of the 
excellent tractor 
section of over 150 
entries and how often 
do you see a 1952 
Caterpillar DW 21 
motor scraper being 
driven round the ring?  
This one owned, by C 
A Blackwell from new, 
had been through 
their workshops and 

converted back to 
donkey engine starting.  
There was a Ford and 
Fordson Association 
stand displaying a good 
selection of members’ 
tractors, perhaps the 
star of which was a 
Roadless Ploughmaster 
95 owned by Ken 
Kinsey.  Not only had 
he driven it when new  
for Felixstowe Docks in 
1967 but subsequently 
bought and restored it.  It 

 Stock Motorflug 

 Roadless Ploughmaster 


