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Magazine 112. December 2009 
 
From the Chair, 
 
 
With Christmas almost here, it is now time to think about 2010, your 
committee has already planned the coming year, but it will always 
need a bit of tweaking here and there, and I am sure that we will 
always benefit from any help that is given.  
 
Our first get together next year is the A.G.M. and I know what you 
will say when you read this, “I HAVE READ IT ALL BEFORE” , but 
I must point out again, that this is your opportunity to steer the 
society in the direction that you would like, also, you may feel you 
would like to be part of the committee. Your committee is always 
looking for speakers, and possibly somewhere for a visit, so if there 
are any ideas please let us know. 
 
Our vintage rally in July saw a few changes, the main one being the 
additional ring; this has been considered a great success and will 
now continue in this format. The two ring system enables us to give 
much more ring time to all the classes which gives a better 
exposure to the exhibits, but it also brings additional problems in 
that we need more stewards, so if you feel you can give a little of 
your time to stewarding please let the committee know. (This point 
just cannot be over emphasized! ed.) 
 
I was telephone by William Hyde-Parker recently and he asked if he 
could advertise our vintage rally in a leaflet being produced by the 
National Trust, I very definitely said yes as I felt it would help to 
promote our rally. 
 
And so, may I wish you all a very merry Christmas, and a happy 
New Year. 
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From your editor, 
 
We have all been affected by the so called “credit crunch” over the 
past year, some more than others, with many businesses failing 
and many more having to reduce staff in order to survive. I know 
some of our members have fallen victim to redundancy, short time 
working or reduced income within their own business and with 
these issues in mind our Committee made a deliberate decision to 
keep the membership subscription to an absolute minimum and, 
therefore, the 2010 membership cost has been increased by just 
£0.50p with the under 18s remaining at just £1.00 for the year. 
This increase will not cover the additional costs the Society will face 
but will help to offset the spiralling cost of postage and insurance 
and some other costs. 
 
In a bid to reduce operating costs it was decided to not produce a 
Christmas card this year, a move some members was far too 
“Ebineezer Scrooge” and therefore one member decided to keep 
the spirit of Christmas alive by financing the card himself. I of 
course know which member we have to thank as I liaise with the 
printer but he wanted it to be an anonymous gesture to the 
members. So, thank you on behalf of all members and I hope you 
have a really good Christmas. I hope conditions improve for next 
year and that the Society can again finance a card. 
 
Going back to membership:- in case you are not sure the cost will 
be £14.00 for adults and £1.00 for under 18s.  
 
Last year my appeal for early payment was very successful and 
may I thank you all for this. However, there are some who still find it 
impossible to remember the Self Addressed and Stamped Envelope 
for the return of the receipt and insurance. Any renewals without the 
SAE will not be dealt with until one is received!   
 
Please make the effort to attend the AGM and never be afraid to get 
involved by standing for election. 
 
Have a really good Christmas and a happy and healthy 2010. 
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Annual General Meeting 
 
 
The FMPS Annual General Meeting will be held at the  
Queens Hall Halstead on January 27 th 2010 at 8pm. 
 
 
Here is your opportunity to shape the Society and t ake 
it forward. 
 
All Officers and Committee posts are up for re-elec tion. 
 
If you would like to come forward for election ther e is a 
nomination form with this magazine.  
 
The Committee are always looking for new ideas and 
often these ideas can only come from new Committee 
members. 
 
The time required is minimal but there has to be a 
commitment to become involved and a willingness to 
take on some tasks to help your society.    
 
Contact Bill Preston to discuss your interest or fo r more 
information as to what is involved. 
 
 

Telephone Bill Preston:- 01245 420168  
 
 
                  email:  herbert.preston@btinternet.com  
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Formed in 2000 and owned by senior staff, Weatherquest has a 
head office at the University of East Anglia (UEA) in Norwich but 
with personnel also working from a number of locations in the UK 
and abroad. We employ experienced meteorologists and train our 
own junior staff. When forecasting, our philosophy is to add value to 
computer model predictions by always retaining the option for 
“forecaster intervention”, using our own judgment and experience. 

Our company benefits greatly from our base at UEA, allowing us to 
link effectively with climate research expertise and enjoy all the 
quality of life which Norwich and Norfolk have to offer. 

We are a friendly company whose mission is to help you make the 
most of the weather by providing “an umbrella for your business”. 
We do this by always giving you the ability to get advice in person 
and by developing bespoke services – please ask if you don’t quite 
see exactly what you need on our services menu. 

Brought up on a Suffolk farm, 
Steve’s first job was as a 
weather observer for three 
years with the British 
Antarctic Survey. After 
training as a forecaster he 
spent nine years in the 
Arabian Gulf, working at 
various airports, and shorter 
spells with Nobel Denton in 
London doing Tropical storm 

warnings and some marine forecasting at Ocean Routes in 
Aberdeen. Steve’s main hobby is running a smallholding. 

Steve will be presenting a talk and slide show of t he Antarctic  

 



Information Wanted:- 
 
“I have recently bought a BarOmix Villiers powered Wheelbarrow 
(for the want of a better description) I wondered if any of the 

members know anything 
about the history of the 
Machine as I have not 
seen another one, also 
does anyone know what 
type of Villiers Engine it is 
and does someone know 
of an engine for sale, I 
am torn between using it 
or restoring it, as the 
wife's on the case 
already.  

                                                          
Regards    Richard Chivers 
 

 
   
 

 
 
 
 

 



A letter from Ireland . 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
I have a collection of vintage chainsaws dating from the 1940s to 
the 1970s, mostly British and American. 
 

One in particular is my 
2 man ex-army Teles 
Smith. I wish to find out 
when they first 
produced saws for the 
British Army, I am led 
to believe it was during 
WW2 but would like to 
be sure. Any help 
would be greatly 
appreciated.  
 
Also, if any of your 
members have saws or 
parts for sale please let 
me know. 
 
Regards  
 
Brian Osbourne  

To contact Brian write to:-    
 
28 Lakeview, Lisnaskea,  
Co. Fermanagh,  
Northern Ireland, BT92 0HV. 
 
(no telephone number or email address provided) 
 
 
 
 



Cooks Elevator, Information Wanted. ( see cover pic.) 
 
The following was received by email from an enthusiast Steve 
Gardner living in the Fens. Any information would be appreciated. 
Does anyone have an instruction or workshop manual or perhaps 
you have a similar machine, or perhaps you have worked with one 
of these at some time. If anyone can help email or phone Steve. 

 
>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

 
“I have attached some pics of the elevator with it in the first "up" 
position, and the front "jib" lowered. the tail end will lower right 
down. It does all move but its been standing in the stingers for 
about 15 years so it's a bit stiff, as indeed I am after moving it! The 
engine ran beautifully after cleaning the carb. and putting some 
fresh petrol in! No smoke or rattles and it ran for about half an hour 
without a miss, only stopping when I had to go in for dinner. The 
rest of the machine looks to be in pretty good condition, having 
obviously been well maintained during its working life. 

  

I've put in pictures of the only 2 plates on it, the round plate is on 
the primary drive chaincase and has Model No. A UN, with a Serial 
No. 12879. The engine plate tells me its a Petter A1, 2hp @ 
1000rpm, Serial No.1541606. I am quite sure the engine is 
original, so it may help to date the machine. 
  



The Petter Engine 

 
 
Ideally, I would like to know, the date of manufacture, (I guess 
about mid to late 1950's), the colour scheme, (could be light blue 
frame with red wheels), the timber used for the slats, and what the 
starting handle and winching handle looked like. If I can't get 
originals I can replicate them from pictures or drawings - I'm used to 
making bits for old tractors and cars, cars and motorbikes being 
my usual restoration projects. If you want any more details, my 
number is 01353 699235, but its probably better to email, I'll leave 
that to you! 
 Any help will be greatly appreciated and not forgot ten!”  
 
Email:-     s.p.gardner@btinternet.com  
 
Phone:-   Steve Gardner 01353 699235   
 
 
 
 



‘VIVE LE TRACTEUR’     
 

By Chris Thompson 
 
As it has been some years since I reported on a French tractor 
show I felt that readers might like an up-date on tractor happening 
on the other side of the Channel. You will be glad to know that 

things are alive and well in 
the French tractor scene. 
 Indeed, at Mouilleron-en-
Pareds in the heart of the 
Vendéan countryside local 
enthusiasts turned out in 
force to put on display 
more tractors than ever at 
the end of September. This 
was, as usual, combined 
with the annual vide-
grenier or, as we Brits 

would have it, ‘boot 
fair’. This attracts local 
residents, both French 
and British, for miles 
around. As I have 
written previously, a 
French vide-grenier 
has to be seen to be 
believed. Items  that in 
the UK would go 
straight into the 
wheelie-bin are 
proudly brought out by their desperate owners and put up for sale at 
prices that in Britain would evoke sneers of derision, e.g. old box 
cameras (another of the writer’s hobbies) that in the UK would fetch 
£5 at the most are offered for sale, sometimes successfully, in 
France for six times that amount. There are, however, still bargains 
to be had, such as fine old furniture and antiquarian books for the 
collector; but the buyer has to be very discerning. 
 



To return to the tractors, about 30 were on display. Certainly more 
than in previous years. Those that particularly caught my eye 
included a 1952 Lanz Bulldog type 9506; a Vendeuvre BB, and a 

beautifully-restored Renault D22 
from 1957, although this latter was 
in a colour scheme lighter than its 
original dark orange. The older 
models were represented by a light 
grey Fordson mounted on a trailer 
and which obviously did not arrive 
under its own steam. For the 
enthusiast of walk-behind machines 
such as the Anzani Iron Horse, 
there was an Energic two-wheeler 
from 1959 towing an agricultural 
finger-bar mower. The owner, a 

serious bespectacled young man who looked as if he had just 
arrived from the train-spotting conference, informed me that this 
was a version of the Massey Harris Pony 820E. I liked this one, as it 
was the nearest thing there to a lawnmower. Apart from these there 
was the usual range of John Deere, Case, and Farmall machines ; 
all making a fine display 
on what was a beautiful 
day in late summer. 
 
If I were to be critical, 
and I usually am, I would 
have liked to have seen 
more notices explaining 
to the uninitiated what 
the various exhibits were 
or, failing that, more of 
the owners alongside 
their machines. Apart from the serious youth who owned the 
Energic none of the other owners was visible. I did approach a tall 
gentleman in a woolly hat who was leaning proprietarily against a 
tractor and asked him if it was made locally. But he was from 
Northumberland and as equally mystified as I was about its origins. 
It would also have added to the public interest to see some of the 



machines working. These are, I know, criticisms equally valid when 
walking around some of the British shows. One must also bear in 
mind that at this particular French show the space available to the 
tractors was quite confined. A plus side is that, as at many French 
displays and museums, the public is admitted free of charge. 
Partially meeting my criticisms was the fact that earlier in the 
summer the local tractor club, The Association of Old Tractors of 
the Tuilerie (the Tuilerie being a local farm in the neighbourhood) 
had put on a road run of 42 machines, representing about half the 
tractors owned by Club members. The star of the run was a 1924 
Lanz. After stopping in Mouilleron the convoy wound its way 
through the French countryside north of the village, returning to 
base via the pretty village of Cheffois; a journey in total of some 20 
kilometres. 

     
***************************************************************************** 
                                                                               
    1954 Advert for Champion Spark Plugs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
To see hundreds of similar 
historic adverts and pictures go 
to:-  
                                                               
www.historyworld.co.uk  
 
 
                                                                                                         
 
 
 
 

 



The Ipswich Transport Museum 
 
The Ipswich Transport Museum has the largest collection of 
transport items in Britain 
devoted to just one 
town. Everything was 
either made or used in 
and around Ipswich, the 
county town of Suffolk.  
A brief history of the 
collection can be found 
on this website. The 
collections also include 
the Ipswich Engineering 
Collection; displays and 
objects celebrating the rich engineering history of Ipswich. The 
museum has around 100 major exhibits and many small items 
connected with transport in Ipswich.  

The operations of the Museum are supported by the Friends of the 
Ipswich Transport Museum. The Museum also organises the annual 
Ipswich to Felixstowe Historic Vehicle Road Run in May each year 
and a number of special events throughout the year.  

 

2009 Opening Dates 
The Museum is open every Sunday and Bank Holiday from the 5th 
April until the 29th November inclusive, from 11am - 4:00pm (last 
entry 3:30pm). Easter Good Friday 10th April, Easter Monday 13th 
April. Bank Holiday Mondays: 4th May, 25th May & 31st August.  

School Holidays: Monday 6th April to Friday 17th April; Tuesday 
26th May to Friday 29th May; Tuesday 21st July to Friday 28th 
August (Schools are open July 20th) and Monday 26th October to 
Friday 30th October, from 1:00pm until 4:00pm (last entry 3:30pm).  
 

 

 



Ipswich Transport Museum Information 

General Admission Prices 

Adult: £4.00   Child (4-14): £2.50  Concession: £3.50 
Family Ticket (2 adults and up to 3 children): £12.00 

Special Event Prices 

Adult: £6.00  Child (4-14): £3.50 Concession: £5.00 
Family Ticket (2 adults and up to 3 children): £16.00 
 
Ipswich Transport Museum, Old Trolleybus Depot,Cobham Road, 
Ipswich,IP3 9JD, 
 

 Ipswich (01473) 715666  
 Note:  Wheelchair access is available to all parts of the Museum.  

  

Finding the Museum - By Road 

From London and South:  A12 
Northbound, A14 Eastbound 
From Midlands and North:  A14 
Eastbound 
From East Anglia (North/West):  
A140 South, A14 Eastbound  

Follow signs for A14 Felixstowe, 
continue over the Orwell Bridge and 
exit at next slip road (Junction 57), 

signed Nacton and Ransomes Europark, follow signs to Town 
Centre and Cliff Quay.  

Take the second exit at the Thrasher pub roundabout, and continue 
approx. half a mile, turn right into Lindbergh Road. Follow along into 
Cobham Road.  

From East Anglia (East Coast): A12 South, A14 Westb ound  

Join A14 westbound, leave at first exit (Junction 57),signed Nacton 
and Ransomes Europark, follow signs to Town Centre and Cliff 
Quay, as detailed above.  

Website        http://www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk  



 

2010 Meeting Programme 
 
 
 

ALL MEETINGS AT QUEENS HALL, HALSTEAD AT 8,00pm (un less    
otherwise stated) 

 
 
Jan. 27th          A.G.M. 
 
Feb. 24th         Slides of the Antarctic  
                        With Steve Western of Weath erquest.       
 
Mar.31st           History and Presentation of CLAAS  
                         with Paul Moss. 
 
April 28 th         Normandy Veterans with Dennis Buston. 
 
May  19th  T.B.A. 
 
June 23rd  Evening Visit (T.B.C.) 
 
June 30th  Rally preparation at Long Melford. 
 
July  3rd & 4 th  Annual Vintage Rally. 
 
July  5th           Dismantle and clean up after Rally and 
                         put away signs etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
This programme may have to be changed at short noti ce. 
 
 
 
 
 



A very interesting visit to:- 
The World's First Operational Radar Station 
 
In the summer of 1940, in the skies above the South East of 
England, the future of the country was about to be decided.   The 
RAF, against incredible odds, defeated the Luftwaffe after sixteen 
weeks of bitter aerial combat, effectively keeping Britain in the War. 
The bravery, determination and sacrifices of the RAF were 
famously acknowledged by Winston Churchill, "Never in the field of 
human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few". 
Critical to the success enjoyed by the Few in their defence of the 
realm was the role played by Radar stations such as RAF Bawdsey, 
the first Chain Home Radar Station. 

Chain Home provided 
long range early 
warning for the North 
Sea and Channel 
approaches, buying 
valuable time with 
which to scramble the 
Fighter Squadrons 
tasked with intercepting 
the Luftwaffe. 
 
 
Bawdsey Radar was 
formed by a group of 
local people in 2003.   

Its aim is to restore the Transmitter Block and create a permanent 
exhibition to provide a fitting tribute to the work done at Bawdsey 
that made radar an operational reality. 
 
The exhibition can be found off the B1083 1 mile through the village 
of Bawdsey near Woodbridge Suffolk 
 
For much more detail visit:-    www.bawdseyradar.org.uk   
 
 
 



 
 
 

A New Acquisition:- 
  

 
      Young Daniel Poole has been on the 
lookout for a Petter Appletop for a while 
and has now found and purchased this 
very nice 3 hp. version.    
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Serial No. 61441. 
Any help or 
information 
appreciated. 
 
 
 
Call 01787 312131 
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For Sale:- 
 
Tow bar for Renault Extra Van with electric socket.   £25.00. 
 
1 H.P. Electric motor, Single Phase, 250 Volt A.C. 3/4" Dia 
shaft with pulley. (Heavy). £50.00. 
 

Bob Miller       01621-815225        
                     email: - robert@rmiller14.wanadoo.co.uk  

For Sale:-  
 
Caravan:-  14 foot Abbey Devon. 3 - 4 berth £550. 
 
Sheet Metal Rollers:-  Hand cranked 30" wide suitable for light 
metal. £85 
 
Sheet Metal Nibbler:-  made by "Trumps". Hand held  suitable 
for metal up to 3mm. £85 
 
Bamford Stationary Engine:-  (EG1 ?) Original condition £150 
 
Contact Barry Lambert   01787 210634   
 

For Sale:-  
 
Lister A  on trolley, in running order     £150.00 ovno. 
Lister B  on trolley, in running order     £140.00 ovno. 
 
Bill Preston    07802 381559 
 



 

 

For Sale:-  
 
Lister D  on trolley, in running order         offers. 
 
Villiers engine, unknown condition           offers. 
 
Mower engine  and pump                         offers 
 
Lister water pump    working order           offers    
 
Argosy water pump                                  offers 
 
Bamford chaff cutter , needs loads of woodwork     offers 
 
Cabin trunk  steel needs painting              offers 
 
Towing dolly                                             £150.00 
 
Bill Preston    07802 381559 
 

Free to a good home  
Massey Reaper Binder.   
 
Needs a lot of work as it has been outside for around 15 years; 
the sails, metal sheet and wooden parts are no longer there, but 
the rest (including gears, chains etc) is present. Location - near 
Cromer, Norfolk. Photos to follow but viewing is welcome by 
arrangement. 
 
We want it to go to a good home, whether to be restored, or used 
as spares to restore others. Free of charge to suitable new 
owner, who would be required to collect it. 
 
Contact: Don Cooper, 01263 761517 
 



 

 
Some images of the binder available  

to a good home.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To view these and other 
pictures in colour go to  
our website and click  
on “magazines” 
www.fmps.org.uk       



 

For Sale: 
 
W Allchin Rack Saw Bench, Complete and ready for 
restoration.  Offers Invited . 
  
Screw type top link for Fergie T20.  
  
Wheel weight, originally for Massey Combine but wou ld suit 
Massey tractor.  
  
Please ring 07847536141 or 07593275833  
 

 
                                            Racksaw Bench 
 

 
Fergie Top Link 



 
 
 

Another request for information. 
 
This long abandoned Timber Drag was discovered recently and 
information or photographs of a similar complete one is required. 
Do you know where there may be an example, possibly in a 
museum or private collection? The aim is to restore the one 
pictured or possibly use what remains as a pattern to start from the 
beginning. A real challenge but who knows what may be in the back 
of a barn somewhere! 
 
Information to Alan (no more detail) on 07802 380945 or:- 
 
Jeffrey Giblin   01245 231309  
 
 



 
In its issue of May 3rd, 1890, the Diss Express announced William 
Swootman, died "on Saturday morning last after a comparatively 
short but very painful illness," The 100th anniversary of the death of 
this Diss citizen was yesterday and is worthy of this 
commemoration. 
 
Mr. Swootman, said our paper "by Industry, integrity, and business 
aptitude, had worked himself up to a good position in society. He 
took great interest in local matters and was most concerned in 
seeing that public money should be spent to the best advantage." 
A brass and iron founder by trade, Mr Swootman had another claim 
to fame which extended far beyond Diss. He invented a special 
plough - the Swootman Champion Iron Plough -described as "the 
farmer's favourite and the horse's friend". 
 
He was also apparently, a member of the Diss Board of Health and 
It was said when he died, the poor lost a kind and generous friend. 
When his funeral procession passed through the town on the way to 
the Baptist Church, nearly all the shops closed and blinds were 
drawn at many private houses- the Victorians took their  
neighbourhood funerals extremely seriously. 
 
The manufacture of agricultural implements ran in the family. 
William Swootman's grandfather was a wheelwright, and his father, 
William Swatman (the name changed later), was a blacksmith and 
iron founder, born In Redenhall in 1791. The family later moved to 
Metfleld and soon afterwards the head of the household died. 
By 1795, when he was still only four, William Swatman was in 
Metfield workhouse. 
 
He obviously survived the rigours of "The Spike" and aged 21 is 
recorded as working at an ironworks in Halesworth, where his first 
son, John Swatman, was born and baptised. For some reason the 
family changed its name between the births of the first and second 
sons. 

A Friendly Plough 



 
 
 
William - the inventor of the famous plough -was baptised in Eye in 
1818 under the name of Swootman and the family later moved to 
Diss. Their first foundry was In Mount Street but was superseded by 
the Eagle Foundry in Shelfanger Road. By 1868 William had 
opened the new Victoria Iron Foundry in Victoria Road. When he 
died in 1890 this was taken over by Elijah Young's, who already 
owned Waveney Iron Works, also in Victoria Road. 
 
The Swootmans had been making iron ploughs since their 
Halesworth days and progressively improved them. 
Eventually came William's Champion Iron plough. Sturdy and well 
made. It was light and easily manouverable, drawn by two horses. 
Young's foundry continued to make agricultural implements bearing 
the Swootman name and operated until 1947 when JJ. Wright and 
Son converted it into a garage and motor repair shop. 
 
William's only sister, Ann married William Madgett of Diss. His only 
child, Phoebe Swootman, married James Morley (1837-1930), who 
ran a grocery and hardware shop in Mount Street. 
 
There is nobody now with the Swootman surname but it is a 
Christian name in two of William's descendants. His great-
grandson, Dr R.J. Morley, supplied the family data. 
As for the Swootman Champion Iron Ploughs, one still survives at 
the Norfolk Rural Life Museum in Gressenhall. 
 
 
 
This report was taken from a newspaper article supp lied by 
Vera and Ron Mansfield and supports the sale of Ron ’s 
Swootman plough, see “for sale and wanted”    
 
 
 
 
 



Late Entry. 
 
 
 
For Sale: 

 
Swootman BPH horse drawn plough     £65.00  
 
Galvanised 2 wheel trailer, thick rubber floor, bra nd new spare 
wheel, has 2 prop stands, jockey wheel, lights, hea dboard and 
professionally made aluminium loading ramps; will e asily take 
2 Lister D size engines and all associated equipmen t. £250.00 
  
Contact:-      Ron Mansfield  01787 375301 


