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Magazine No.111 Sept. 2009 
 
From the Chair, 
 
Before our major event, the Vintage Rally, becomes a distant 
memory, I would like to offer a few thoughts and thanks. 
 
After a lot of deliberation from the committee, it was finally decided 
to have a ring for the “relics”, so to speak, and a ring with more 
general entertainment. I think having experienced the two ring 
format it is now here to stay. The military put on a good show with 
more activity from their part of the park. There were some problems 
with the stalls, because they were so spread out some members of 
the public complained that they were not all in one area. The gate, 
with its entrance through Norman's party tent was a great success 
with the public having to pass the raffle and the programme sellers.  
 
There were really excellent exhibits in all areas of the rally, and we 
must try to keep up a reasonable standard. One very definite plus 
was the weather; it really did us a favour.  
 
One problem I do think that needs solving are the late arrival of 
exhibits and exhibitors and some that have not entered at all, but 
just turn up on spec: I do feel very strongly that late entries moving 
on the show ground when the public are on site is an accident in 
waiting, I have received some letters regarding this matter. So now I 
have said my piece I would really appreciate your comments. 
 
To everyone who participated in the rally, no matter how much, or 
how little, well done; and very many thanks. Throughout the rally 
there were areas where a little more help would be very useful, so if 
you have a little time to spare next year please give it some thought. 
 
One final thought, I feel next years subscriptions will possibly have 
to increase, if only to cover the cost of postage, and I am sure you 
would not want to miss your quarterly newsletter 
Kind regards 
 

Bill. 
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Magazine No. 111 Sept 2009 
From your Editor. 
 
The Rally seems a long time ago now and already we are planning 
the 2010 event but if one thing stays in my mind from our event it is 
meeting with a delightful young lady with a talent for the written 
word.  
During the rally weekend I met Jessica Poole (aged 11) who is the 
young daughter of Stuart , one of our newer Committee members; 
Jessica showed me some of her school work which was in the form 
of a “journalists” report on a particular subject which prompted me 
to ask if she could do a similar report with the Melford rally as the 
subject matter, she agreed to the challenge and the result is the 
flyer enclosed with this magazine. I am sure you will agree the 
report deserves top marks. 
 
Of course you will see where this editorial is going which is:- if an 11 
year old can contribute to our magazine then perhaps among our 
350 members there must surely be others who can take a little time 
to write a short article or story. I appreciate it is not something 
everyone is comfortable doing and I thank those who have 
contributed over the past few issues but I believe there must still be 
plenty of stories unwritten. Please think about scribbling some 
words on just about any subject and I will be more than happy turn 
it into a printable story for the magazine.    
 
As Membership Secretary a busy time is fast approaching when we 
will be asking for the subscriptions to be renewed, over the past few 
years an appeal to renew in good time has been successful and 
once again please keep up the good work. The cost of membership 
will be agreed at the September Committee meeting and published 
in the December magazine. Those members with email will receive 
notice of the cost almost as soon as it is agreed so there will be an 
opportunity to “get in first” although no receipt or insurance can be 
sent until early January it speeds up the process if I can prepare in 
advance. 
As always, please make sure you include a stamped a ddressed 
envelope for the receipt.  

John S 
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   Nedging Hall Vintage Fete 
 
A garden fete/vintage rally was held on Sunday July 12th at Nedging 
Hall, near Hadleigh by kind permission of Mrs Buckle to raise 
money for their local church. 
 
F.M.P.S. member, Marshall Gooderham, kindly undertook the 
organisation of this event which was held in the picturesque 
grounds of this outstanding country house, with its large gardens 
(both floral and vegetable), extensive lawns and a lake also, several 
outbuildings including stables and barns.  These facilities were ideal 
for providing accommodation for numerous stalls displaying crafts of 
all kinds, bric-a-brac, refreshments as well as farm animals 
including Suffolk sheep and horses. 

Marshall had 
also organised 
an excellent 
vintage display 
including two 
steam engines, 
four steam 
models, fifty 
vintage cars 
which included 
Rolls Royce 
(four) and many 
other makes, 
twelve tractors 

including a Case L.A. and fourteen stationary engines.  Many 
motorcycles of various makes and ages plus the auto-cycle club 
displayed fourteen mopeds. 
 
Many of the exhibitors were F.M.P.S. members and the event was 
blessed with good weather which led to a very enjoyable day for all 
concerned, raising £4,500 for the church fund – an excellent result. 
 

Report by Colin Cracknell 
 
 

Nedging Church benefited by £4500.  
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FMPS Working Day 4 th October 
Grove Farm, Great Henny,  
Near Sudbury CO10 7LT 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyone welcome, bring any machine or 
vehicle to work or display. 

 
A totally informal day to finish the season. 

No entry forms required but usual insurance 
requirements apply. 

 
Just telephone Colin Cracknell on:- 

 01787 269214 
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Additional Income for Local Charities. 
 

 
Very special thanks are due to those members and visitors who 
made a special effort to raise some additional income for our 
nominated charity, The Macmillan Cancer Support. 
 
The Great Waldingfield Buskers (members of the Monks Eleigh 
Bygone Collectors Club) performed in the beer tent and when the 
bucket was passed around collected a creditable sum. 
 
Exhibitors of Motorcycles and Stationary donated to the fund when 
the programmes were handed out. 
 
The real success story came from a “Teddy Tombola” organised by 
Stuart Poole:- Teddies collected by Stuarts late mother and Julian 
Hubert’s late wife were  donated to the Tombola to raise money for 
Macmillan Cancer Support and proved a resounding success.  
Special thanks to Julian and Stuart.        
 

Money raised. 
 

Great Waldingfield Buskers                        £128.75 
 

Programmes from Motorcycles                   £  24.36 
 

Programmes from Stationary Engines        £  66.01 
 

Stuart Poole / Julian Hubert Teddies          £ 682.00 
 

                                                     Total       £ 901.12 
 

                                 Also, in addition:- 
                                  Tom Hunt’s Road Run raised     £ 360.00 
                                  For St Nicholas Hospice and 
                                  Robert Miller collected                £   36.94 
                                  For Little Havens Children’s Hospice 
 
                                            Well done, one and all! 
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New Standard Operating Procedures.  
                                                         
 
BBQ RULES  We are about to enter the BBQ season. Therefore 
it is important to refresh your memory on the etiquette of this 
sublime outdoor cooking activity. When a man volunteers to do the 
BBQ the following chain of events are put into motion:  
 
Routine...  
(1) The woman buys the food.  
 
(2) The woman makes the salad, prepares the vegetab les 
and makes dessert.  
 
(3) The woman prepares the meat for cooking, places  it on a 
tray along with the necessary  
cooking utensils and sauces, and takes it to the ma n who is 
lounging beside the grill - beer in hand.  
 
(4) The woman remains outside the compulsory three metre 
exclusion zone where the  
exuberance of testosterone and other manly bonding activities 
can take place without the  
interference of the woman.  
Here comes the important part:  
 
(5) THE MAN PLACES THE MEAT ON THE GRILL.  
 
More routine...   
(6) The woman goes inside to organise the plates and cu tlery.  
 
(7) The woman comes out to tell the man that the me at is 
looking great. He thanks her and asks if she will b ring another 
beer while he flips the meat.  
 
 
BBQ Rules         continued…………………  
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Important again:  
(8) THE MAN TAKES THE MEAT OFF THE GRILL  
AND HANDS IT TO THE WOMAN.  
 
More routine...   
(9) The woman prepares the plates, salad, bread,  
utensils, napkins, sauce and brings them to the table.  
 
(10) After eating, the woman clears the table and  
does the dishes.  
 
And most important of all:   
 
(11) Everyone PRAISES the MAN and THANKS HIM  
for his cooking efforts.  
 
(12) The man asks the woman how she enjoyed  
her 'night off ', and, upon seeing her annoyed reac tion,  
concludes that there's just no pleasing some women.   
  
  

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 9 

Will Sludgie Be Ready ? 
 

By Stuart and Daniel Poole 
  

Back in November 2008 after many afternoons "surfing the net" my 
thirteen year old son Daniel came up to me and said "How far is 
Yorkshire ?" 

"Why?" I said. "Well I've 
found a sludge pump." 
Upon looking over his 
shoulder at the eBay 
page I saw what looked 
like the remains of a 
Lister D on a chassis 
with something that 
looked as if it had just 
been recovered from 
The Titanic ! 
This was the start of 
what will be, the best 

part of a year of obtaining and 
renovating what turned out to be a 
1951 Wickham portable lift and 
force pump/ Lister D set. 
After a deal was struck and 
waiting for a courier for 2 months 
to "stick it with a full load" 
eventually in the early part of 
January this year "Sludgie" turned 
up. What a wreck! 
 
The apparently "in working order 
pump" had not seen work for at 
least twenty years and the 
frost/water damaged D would 
have not looked good on any local 
"Toot stall" 
However, I was genuinely impressed with Daniel as on his own, 
with limited tools and knowledge he stripped the whole lot down. 
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The main rubber diaphragms on the pump were perished. I 
enquired locally, a Sudbury plant hire firm said they could maybe 
order them, I felt guilty but as he went to check the price I quickly 
looked at the name on the supplier’s catalogue. L & S,  

 
When I got home I 
“Googled it” (searched on 
the internet via a website 
called Google. editor.) 
and discovered a very 
useful chap called "Win" 
at L & S Engineering at 
Walsall, West Midlands. 
He said that he still 
regularly supplies 
Breheny in Needham 
Market. Win supplied the 
brand new rubber parts, 
while Daniel and I went 
on a visit to Needham 
Market where we met a 
great guy call Dave 
Vicarage, a very keen 
person who has since 
helped in many ways 

including checking over the old worm drive gearbox. 
 
 
The “D” in many ways was proving to be, I think the term 
is "knackered" So to our next journey which was down to Kent to 
buy a donor engine (again via eBay!) 
 
The only problem was that when we got it home we discovered that 
it was a reverse rotation engine which was originally fitted into a 
Winget cement mixer. It also was 750 rpm instead of 1000rpm as 
the original and, the worm drive gearbox MUST run clockwise! 
With thanks to various people on the rally field with help and advice 
including Shaun (with the Beard!) and Adam Munson two engines 
are finally coming together as one. 
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The project is 
very close to 
being complete 
and Daniel 
hopes that it will 
be ready for 
Colin Cracknel's 
working day in 
October. 
"Sludgie" has 
become an 
obsession in our 
household over 
the past year, 
with bits in the 
kitchen and the 
front hall. It has 
also got quite 
expensive. 
However, for 
Daniel - who 
wants to be an 
engineer, I feel it 
has been a 
invaluable 
experience. 

I do hope "Sludgie" will make it to Henny!           
                                                                                  Stuart Poole  

      
  

Following on from articles that have appeared in this magazine, Club 
member Chris Thompson has written a booklet on the exploits of Jack 
Edmund Humphreys, a London dentist who constructed a flying machine at 
the north Essex port of Wivenhoe in 1909. 
 
Known as The Mad Dentist, Jack Humphreys was a colourful and eccentric 
character and the 36-page booklet may be of interest to Club members. 
This is available from some local bookshops (e.g. Hannays of Braintree and 
the bookshop at Wivenhoe) at a price of £3.20, or can be ordered from the 
writer at ceejaythom@yahoo.co.uk (plus 60p for postage in the latter case). 
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 Forthcoming Events 
 

September  12th, 13th  

Essex  Steam Rally & Craft Fayre –  
Barleylands Farm, Billericay 

Contact: Tractors: Mrs Val McVitte 01702 258452 

Stationery Engines: Dave Wall 01702 546795 

Email:       info@essexcountryshow.co.uk 

Website:  www.essexcountryshow.co.uk/ 
  
September 19th, 20th  

Bedfordshire Steam & Country Fair  – Old Warden Park,  
Shuttleworth, Biggleswade 

Contact: Paul Worbey 01462 851771 or 07850 195622 

Email:          www.bseps.org.uk   (contact form on site) 

Website:      www.bseps.org.uk 

  
September 19th, 20th  

Grand Henham Steam Rally  –  
Henham Park, Near Southwold, Suffolk 

Contact: Roger King 01502  578771  
Email:      info@henhamsteamrally.com 

Website: www.henhamsteamrally.com/ 
  
September 19th, 20th  

Walton  Hall Museum –  

Stanford Le Hope, Essex 

Amateur ploughing match 

Contact: 01375 671874 

Email:   
museum10@btinternet.com                                                                 
Website:   www.waltonhallmuseum.com  
  
October 3rd, 4th   

From Ploughs to Propellors 1940’s weekend  –  
Rougham Airfield, Near Bury St. Edmunds 

Contact: 01359 270238 

Email:     info@roughamairfield.org.  
Website: www.roughamairfield.org  
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Forthcoming Events 
 

 
October 4 th          FMPS Vintage Working Day   
Grove Farm. Great Henny Sudbury. 
Contact:- Colin Cracknell 
01787 269214 
 
Ipswich  Transport Museum –  
Come and ride on our buses (around Ipswich) 

11.00am onwards 

Contact: Viv Carter 01473 715666 

Email:         enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk   
Website:      www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk  
  
October 17th  

Cheffins Vintage Sale  –  
Cambridge Machinery Sale Ground, Sutton, Ely 

Contact: 01223 213777 

Email:      vintage@cheffins.co.uk   
Website:  www.cheffins.co.uk    (download catalogues) 

  
October 17th  

Ipswich  Transport Museum –  
Wheels by Lamplight (no children) 7.00-9.00pm 

Contact: Viv Carter 01473 715666 

Email:         enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk   
Website:      www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk  
  
October 24th, 25th  

Rusty & Runnin’ Vintage Rally  –  
Walton Hall Museum, Stanford Le Hope, Essex 

Tel: 01375 671874 

museum10@btinternet.com                                                                
              
Website:   www.waltonhallmuseum.com  
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Forthcoming Events 

 
 
December 6th  

Christmas Fair   – Museum of Power, Langford, Maldon 

11.00am – 4.00pm including festive cheer,  
Father Christmas, stalls, musical entertainment and vintage 
vehicles. 
Contact: Peter Trent 01702 522238 (evenings) 

Email:         enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk   
Website:     www.museumofpower.org.uk  
  
December  (after Christmas but subject to confirmat ion at a 
later date)  

Christmas Ploughing Match   
Wickhall Farm, Langford Road, Wickham Bishops, Essex 

Contact: Terry Stinson 01621 891889 

  
January 1st,  2010  

Museum  of Power, Langford, Maldon 

A crank up 

Contact: Peter Trent 01702 522238   
Email:         enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk   
Website:     www.museumofpower.org.uk  
  
  

 
 
Information compiled by Colin Cracknell and Stella Bixley  
 
 
 
 
 

To see these events and more go to    
www.vintage-rally.co.uk  
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“It’s Showtime” 
 
Two pictures from the "It's Showtime" vintage rally held Sunday 

16th August at 
Purleigh, Essex on 
land provided by the 
Livermore 
family.  This is an 
annual 
event organised 
by Tony Turner and 
Linda Simmons, both 
of Maldon, in aid of 
Little Havens 
children's hospice. 

 The first picture shows Derek Rushton of Southminster on the half 
scale ploughing engine he built a couple of years ago.  Last winter 
he built the plough which is based on an original Ransomes design 
but scaled down to two furrows each way to suit the reduced power 
of the engine.  This was its first outing and it worked quite well in the 
very hard conditions, although steersman Richard wished for power 
steering! 

  

The second picture shows the 1948 Oliver Cletrac HG42 owned by 
FMPS member Peter Marshall pulling the plough in the other 
direction.  This tractor was at the 2009 Melford Rally, then towing an 
Oliver plough. It was originally bought for working in commercial 
orchards near Rochester, Kent but then spent 40 years in 
retirement before being restored at Steeple by Peter Marshall.   
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For Sale – Various Stationary Engines & Spares  
 
 
1929 3 hp Petter M type tank cooled on trolley £300  
 
1945 1.5 hp Villiers/Cravern pump set on own trolle y £80 
 
1944 60cc Tiny tim generator set (restored) £50 
 
1940 2 hp Ruston Hornsby P.T hopper cooled £100 
 
1934 2 hp Lister D type hopper cooled (converted to  gas) £75 
 
1944 2 hp Lister D type hopper cooled £75 
 
1907 4 hp "Popular Motor" marine 2 stroke £100 
 
1930 2.5 hp Bradford enclosed crank on trolley £300  
 
1940 12 hp Lidan hot bulb 2 stroke diesel on road t rolley £450 
 
?       2 hp "bub motor" German 2 stroke marine eng ine £80 
 
?       Kohler 4 cylinder engine £50 
 
1929 tank cooled Lister D type spares or repair nee ds magneto 
(direct drive mag.) £55 
 
?       Large Dennis lawn mower engine (seized) £30  
         
 Contact: 
Henry – 01371 830900 after 6pm 
(Thaxted, Essex) 

����
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250cc Royal Enfield 2 stroke twin £60 
 
Villiers WAT tank cooled for spares or repair £40 
 
Various water pumps from £20 each 
 
Various flat belt pulleys & belting 
Various magnetos & spares £5 - £50 
          
 Various Lister diesel engine spares 
        
Various meters amp/volts etc £5 each 
 
Various pressure gauges etc £3 - £5 each 
 
Various David Brown Cropmaster spares 
 
Various 2 gallon petrol cans x 12 £3 - £4 each 
        
Large brass radiator 750x500x80mm (perfect conditio n) £50 
 
Small radiator 430x360x90mm (good condition) £30 
 
25 litre CASE 15w/30 tractor engine oil £20 
 
‘SILOAID’ engine driven silage cutter £45 
 
Large vacuum pump £35 
 
 
Contact: 
Henry – 01371 830900 after 6pm 
(Thaxted, Essex) 
 
 

����
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Small vacuum pump (brass) £40 
 
Wolseley sheep shearing drive/clutch etc £25 
 
Various named spanners Lister/Petter/Crossley/Nas 
Gas/Ford/Ransomes etc 
 
Various Bygones / oil cans / spark plugs / tools et c 
 
Various handbooks / parts books / engine / tractor / implement 
books etc 
 
Old Glory magazines 
 
 +  lots more, too much to list  
 
Contact: 
Henry – 01371 830900 after 6pm 
(Thaxted, Essex)     

 
 
 

Wanted.  
 
Ransomes mounted tool bar for Fordson major. 
also Ransomes 2 furrow reversible plough. 
Phone 01245 / 420297. 
 

Wanted. 
Does anybody know WHO owns the STIRLING Caravan that was in 
the Long Melford Auction? 
 
Phone 07900231123  
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Wanted.  
 
Ransomes mounted tool bar for Fordson major, 
also, Ransomes 2 furrow reversible plough. 
           
                     Phone:- Ian Emery        01245 / 420297. 
 

Wanted:-   Petter M Apple Top  
     
Stuart Poole >  Tel: 01787 312131 or 07790 782013.  
                 
               email:      stuartbwpoole@sky.com 
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Reach a worldwide audience by advertising your 
For Sale and Wanted on the FMPS website. 

 
For just £5.00 we will pace an advert on the websit e, with a 

picture if required. 
The site is viewed by enthusiasts from all over the  world and 
has already helped many members buy and sell just a bout 

anything to do with our hobby.    
Contact John Southall 01473 658889  

or email >  fmps@btinternet.com  
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General Secretary 01502 742376           Trade & Craft Stalls 01502 578206  
Advertising 01502 578771                      Visitor Information 01502 742376                  
Caravan & Camping 01502 578956    General Entry Enquiries 01502 742376                                                              
Steam  01493 781873   Cars (Pre 1960 only) 01502 578293                  
Classic Cars (1960 to 1975 only) 01502 518014                                        
Motor Cycles                                           Before 1960) 01502 578382                                               
Military & Commercial Vehicles               Before 1960) 01502 726145                     
Buses & Coaches 01493 600433            Tractors 01502 724095                        
Stationary Engines 01502 470821           Models 01502 562020                             
         
 
              Or email us at info@henhamsteamrally.com   
 


