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Magazine 110. June 2009. 
 

From the Chair.  
 
As I sit watching the rain pouring down the window, I am thinking of 
the old saying, oak before ash we are in for a splash, or conversely, 
ash before oak we are in for a soak. If you are unaware of the 
saying it refers to which tree comes into leaf first. I think it was the 
oak so I guess we will only get a splash. 
                      
The usual events are really back on the scene and many of our 
members have been seen representing us at Hadleigh, Essex 
Young Farmers, Strumpshaw, and many more. It is interesting to 
see some different machinery this year. 
                     
 Our own rally is now fast approaching, and this year will see a few 
changes: your committee has decided it is time to give the old 
timers more time in the ring, so this year we are going to try two 
rings so as to split the steamers, tractors, classic cars and etc., 
away from the pure entertainment. This will mean we can spread 
the time for all sections, in the past the programme ran to a very 
tight schedule, which meant that sometime things became a little 
fraught. So, maybe we can relax a little, but this will not mean we 
will not run to time. We shall need a little more help with the running 
of two rings in the way of stewards, so if anyone feels the urge to 
help, please let me know 
                     
Your committee is still looking for a new TREASURER , as I 
have said before, if anyone thinks they would like to try but are 
a bit unsure, there is help at hand. 
                     
So, hope to see you at Long Melford and your help would be really 
appreciated with the setting up and the dismantling of the rally 
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From the Editor:-  
 Magazine 110 June 2009. 

 
By the time you read this magazine the rally season will be in full 
swing and many of us will already have some 2009 events under 
our belts and a few more plaques in that box under the bed ! 
 
As part of the rally scene some of our tractor drivers will have done 
one or more road runs and I think it appropriate to bring to mind an 
article I placed in magazine 98 following an incident I experienced 
this morning (May 20th) when driving to work.  
 
Minding my own business I was aware of a Police motorcyclist 
following me (whilst driving my old VW van) and at an open stretch 
of road overtook me and signalled “follow me”, a quick mental 
check followed, no I was not speeding, no I was not using the 
phone, yes I had a seatbelt on so why was I being stopped? I 
thought it prudent to follow instructions not wishing to appear on 
some future episode of Police Interceptors and after all my van 
could not out run a geriatric snail. 
 
All was soon revealed as I was guided into a car park to see VOSA 
(the MOT people) and Customs and Excise officials. 
Here my van was given a virtual MOT and the Customs and Excise 
took samples of diesel from the tank. During conversation with them 
I casually asked about the use of red diesel in tractors, more 
especially vintage tractors and was informed that during the year 
they may well carry out checks on tractors on the road.  
 
You have been warned, it is an offence to use red diesel and 
Kerosene in a tractor on the road unless being used for specific 
agricultural or forestry purposes.  
 
I have reproduced the said article in this magazine as a reminder. 
 
My old van passed with flying colours but another driver stopped at 
the same time had red in his tank and will face a massive fine. (he 
walked home)  Food for thought.                                
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GLENBROOK VINTAGE SHOW           6 th - 7th- 8th  FEB 
2009 
 
                                     A Report from New Zealand by John Couch 
 
 
The show was held over 3 days, the Friday being a public holiday 
(Waitangi day), at the site of Glenbrook vintage railway, with the 
tractor and stationary engine side being organized by the Franklin 
tractor club. 
The showground itself was split in 3 with the tractors, engines, 
traction engines and horses at the top in a large field, separated by 
a main road, from a field with the cars, motor bikes etc, which in 
turn was separated by a main line railway from the Glenbrook 
steam railway, which was fine, as long as you remembered to 
looked both ways when you crossed either the road or railway. 
The show started at 0900 on all 3 days and they were all bright and 
sunny. As you came into the tractor field the first thing you saw was 
a scissor lift, which you could go up in to view the whole site, ideal 
for photography as long as you had the right lens as some of the 
exhibits were up to ½ a mile away! 
Just beside the lift were the Clydesdale horses giving ploughing 
demonstrations all weekend, in the heat they were only doing a 
bout now and again, but the furrows were good and straight. The 
stationary engine enclosure had a good selection including mowers, 
pumps, chainsaws and of course engines. Most of the engines were 

running 
although a 
couple of hot 
bulbs were 
struggling to 
keep hot 
enough with no 
load. There was 
a nice 
Blackstone 
running a water 
pump most of 
the time but the 
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owner was having trouble keeping the belt on as the wind kept 
blowing the water on to it. 
 

The tractor section 
was well laid out, with 
some working. There 
was about an acre of 
standing barley that 
was being cut 
alternately with a 
binder and a small 
Massey Ferguson 
630 combine, they 
even managed to 
make the 1 acre last 

3 days, maybe it was that no one wanted to pick up the barley 
sheaves. 

There was 
also a tin mill 
being driven 
by a John 
Deere working 
on and off, 
threshing 
some wheat 
that was 
brought in from 
a farm down 
the road, the 
straw from the 
mill was swept 

down the site by a Farmall B row crop fitted with a hay sweep.  The 
straw was then forked into an Evona stationary baler being driven 
by an 18-36 Hart Parr. The bales being tied with string were sold 
straight off the baler and were collected on the Sunday afternoon.  
After the combine had been around the field a couple of times, an 
international  55T baler being towed by a Farmall H row crop went 
round and tided up the straw. 
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A side of the field was set out for some Cat crawlers mainly D2’s to 
do some ploughing, all these activity were organized to run at set 
times so that no 2 demonstrations were on at any one time, on 
Sunday the ploughing was finished and some rollers, disk harrows, 
etc were used by other tractors, and at one time a strange row of 
machines moved up the field led by a Cat 20 pulling a flat roll, 
followed by a Bulldog with  a large set of discs, then my Titan with a 
small set of discs, and finally a Power Major with a set of harrows.  
 
On the Friday the Franklin club brought along an Emerson 
Brantingham model AA tractor of 1918. The tractor was found in a 
swamp near Raglan, 25 years ago by Sid Lequeene who was going 
to restore it, but 10 years ago he gave it to the club and when it 
arrived it was basically 3 bits, as all the tin, the chassis and the 
wheels had rusted away leaving the engine, gearbox, and rad. One 
of their members, John Kidd, rebuilt the engine, then restoration 
stopped when he died, but eventually it continued when Malcolm 
Lumsden took over and he carried on with making a new chassis, 
tinwork etc, rebuilding the gearbox, etc and all the other things you 
have to do on a rusty hulk including burning a lot of midnight oil to 
get it to the show, and it was close as when I was looking at on 
Friday, I leant on the front wheel and the paint was still wet! They 
drove it round and it did run well, now all they have to do is finish it! 
 
All over the weekend the vintage railway was running, steam hauled 
trains giving rides on their 10km of track, these seemed to be full 
most of the time, so the weekend must have been a good money 
spinner for them. On the Saturday evening a dinner was organized 
for the exhibitors and we also got to go on the train, they also took 
us on the 1km new line that is not yet in full use.  They are going to 
extend the line down to Waiuku Harbour which is another 5km and 
will make a first class ride, as the line will climb for 4 km up from the 
harbour and the engine will sound really good. 
 
The site also had several traction engines running round either 
doing public steering or giving trailer rides. 
 
All in all it was a very good show, the only problem for me was after 
packing up, driving the truck for 5 hours to get home.  
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Tractors welcome if driven to the event 
 

 
      

        
 
 
 

For further details or to obtain an entry form 
contact Mr M Gooderham 01449 740271  
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Tractor Road Run 
July 4 th  

 
Join the many tractor drivers on a Road Run and, 

at the same time; help raise money for  
St Nicholas Hospice. (Registered Charity No 287773)  

 

All we ask is that you raise a minimum 
of £10.00 sponsorship.  

 
 
The Run leaves the site of the FMPS Long Melford 
Rally at 6pm and it is expected to be 
approximately 15 miles. 
 

To take part in the run contact:-  
Tom Hunt. 
15 Papeley Meadow.  
Barrow.  
Bury St. Edmunds. IP29 5DL    
Telephone 01284 810160   or  07814 391736 
 
  

It is your responsibility to ensure your tractor co nforms to all 
legal requirements necessary to take part in this r oad run.  

 
Entry Forms Available to Download on our Websites  

 
www.fmps.org.uk   or   www.melfordrally.co.uk   
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Stationary Engine Camping and Caravans 

 
This year has seen a very real increase in the number of exhibitors 
choosing to stay overnight and this we welcome because the social 
aspect of a rally is so important to making it a really enjoyable 
weekend. However, the extra caravans and tents have posed a 
problem due to the space available. 
 
To accommodate the additional campers some extra space has 
been allocated close to the engine line but not behind it. As space is 
at a premium we ask for “considerate camping” but keep in mind 
the space required between caravans to conform to Health and 
Safety regulations. 
 
If we all show consideration there will be room for everyone.  
       (no caravans to be sited “longways” to the engine line)  
 
****************************************************************************   
                                     Help ! 
 
There is considerable work involved in setting up and, especially 
dismantling a rally. Unfortunately, this usually falls to just a few 
volunteers but this year we really need your help to dismantle the 
stationary engine fence on Sunday afternoon. 
 
We have 1000 feet of wire to roll up and stakes to take down which 
if left to just two or three people is very hard work and very time 
consuming but, if YOU could take a few minutes to help would be so 
much quicker and easier. 
 
PLEASE come and help on Sunday afternoon, you have no idea 
how much we need an extra pair of hands and how muc h we 
will appreciate it. 
 
Have a really great weekend.            
                 John and Pete, your Stationary Engine Stewards. 
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THE WORST STARTING  
                              FIELD MARSHALL  IN ESSEX! 

                               A story from David Hunt and a lesson learned. 
 
 When my late father bought Brazen Head Farm in l957 the 
hedges around all the fields had been badly neglected, and 
extended into the fields by about twelve feet. A bulldozer was 
brought in to try to get the field border hedges back to the correct 
width for efficient farming. This method was not entirely successful 
as the larger roots tended to break off and leave about fifty percent 
of the root in the ground. On a neighbouring farm my father noticed 
some stumps that had been pulled out using a tractor and winch.  
This method seemed much more successful as about ninety-five 
percent of the roots were extracted in this way.  After seeing this 

father decided to 
buy a contractor’s 
Field Marshall and 
winch to do the 
root pulling.   
 
 Early in l959 
my father went to a 
sale in Long 
Green, Cressing, 
Braintree held by 
the late Mr. 
Stanley Smith who 
was downsizing 
his threshing 

business.  (By l959 threshing was getting a very limited trade as the 
combines took over). At the auction my father bought a l948 Series 
II contractor’s Field Marshall.  He paid £50 for it.  (The other tractor 
sold was a Fordson E27N with lights, self-starter, and Hesford 
winch, this made £45 and was bought by a local timber merchant).  
The Marshall was towed back to our farm and pushed into a barn. 
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 By the time we went to use the tractor it had stood for about 
two months.  The first time we attempted to start it, it started, ran for 
about forty seconds and then just stopped firing and the engine 
came to a halt.  It did the same thing for the next three times, but on 
the fifth time the tractor kept going and seemed to run well.   
 
 We used the tractor that summer on a Massey Harris 70l baler, 
and baled several fields of wheat straw with it.  In the warm summer 
weather the tractor would start after two or three goes, and once 
running it did not give any more trouble for the rest of the day.  After 
lunch it would always start at the first go.   
 
 When the winter came and we starting using it for root pulling, 
it soon became obvious that the tractor had a major starting 
problem.  On a cold morning it would take on average thirteen crank 
ups before the tractor would keep running.  Because of this our men 
were completely exhausted before they started any other work for 
the day.  Once running the tractor was very successful at the job it 
was bought for, and after about four years my father and his men 
got the farm hedge rows back to the correct width, but the starting 
problem tried everybody’s patience and one of our men suggested 
that the tractor wanted driving down to Southend pier and pushing 
of the end into the sea.   
 
 By the time I left agricultural college and came to work on the 
farm in l970 the tractor was occasionally used for rolling seed beds 
in the spring and carting four wheel trailer loads of potatoes of the 
fields, but it was always a struggle to start the tractor.  We learned 
in later years this tractor had always had a bad reputation for 
starting when used by Mr. Smith for threshing.  An extra man would 
have to be sent out with the threshing gang to help get it started.   
Once the Marshall was running he would get on his bike to travel to 
another farm in the area where his usual gang were working.    
 
 Over the years many people came up with ideas why the 
tractor was so much trouble to start.  The most suggested answer 
was once the tractor stopped firing, push the decompression valve 
lever for a few revolutions, let it out and the tractor will start to fire 
again.  This solution works with most Marshalls, but was no help at 
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all with this one.  Another suggestion was the reed valves (the non 
return valves) which let the air into the crank case were faulty.  The 
air filter system was removed and inspected and the reed valves 
were all in fine working order.   
 
 The workshop Forman at a local agricultural engineers 
seemed to think the combustion chamber (pepper pot) was cracked 
or completely broken.  The cylinder head was removed but the 
combustion chamber was fine.  Another suggestion was that one or 
more of the piston rings might be cracked.  The exhaust manifold 
was removed and the engine was turned until all piston rings were 
opposite the exhaust ports.  Pressure was applied to each ring 
individually and all the rings appeared to spring back when the 
pressure was released indicating that the piston rings were alright. 
  
 A retired agricultural fitter who had spent a lot of his life 
working on Marshall VF crawlers thought it might be the non return 
oil valve in the bottom of the crankcase letting oil back into the 
crankcase as the piston went up onto compression and then being 
scavenged up into the cylinder when the piston came back down, 
stopping the engine from firing until it was warm enough to combust 
the oil.  The valve was taken to pieces and found to be in good 
working order.  Another Field Marshall enthusiast who owned 
several Field Marshalls including a Series I, II, III and a model M 
thought the engine must be completely worn out for the engine to 
be this bad to start.  I completely discarded this theory as it took two 
men to crank start it in cold weather and once the engine was 
running it appeared to have plenty of power.   
 

 In l986 I went to the Royal Show with my local agricultural 
machinery representative and we visited the Track Marshall stand.  
There, over a cup of tea, he introduced me to Major Henry Marshall.  
In the course of our conversation I mentioned to him that I had a 
Field Marshall tractor that was a very bad starter and did he have 
any ideas what the trouble might be?  Major Marshall was very 
helpful, but he explained that his knowledge of the Field Marshall 
wheel tractor was rather limited as much of the development work 
of the tractor was done when he was away fighting in the Second 
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World War.  He did say, however, the man to see about my 
problem, was Mr. Robert H. Crawford, the agricultural engineer 
farmer and Field Marshall specialist from Frithville. Lincolnshire  In 
2001 a friend of mine was looking for a second hand Leyland Diesel 
tractor.  Looking through the adverts for second hand tractors we 
saw Mr. Crawford had one advertised so we took a ride up to 
Frithville to have a look at it.  On arrival we were met by Mr. 
Crawford and his tractor Salesman .  While my friend was looking at 
the Leyland tractor I got into conversation with Mr. Crawford, and 
mentioned that I had a Field Marshall Series II that was very difficult 
to start.  I told him all about the starting characteristics of the tractor, 
especially how bad it was to start in cold weather.  Mr. Crawford 
said it certainly seemed that my tractor’s trouble was a leaking air 
seal (this is always trouble with any sort of two stroke engine when 
you come to start it).  He explained to me that the main air seal leak 
was causing the tractor to loose crank case compression which in 
turn leads to cylinder loss of compression, causing the to stop firing.  
He said the reason the tractor did eventually start and run well was 
that oil eventually covered the air leak so the engine could 
scavenge properly keeping the crank case and cylinder 
compression well up.  He told me to turn the engine over slowly 
when cold and listen down the open pipe on top of the air filter.  If 
you could hear whistling this meant the air seal on the flywheel side 
of the tractor was leaking.  Another test he suggested when the 
engine was cold start was to start the engine with the oil filler cap 
removed and before the engine had a chance to stop firing look 
down inside and see if you can see air bubbles blowing up inside.  
When I got home both these tests were tried  and sure enough 
when turning the cold engine over faint whistling was heard coming 
up from the oil filter pipe and when started from cold, air bubbles 
were visible in the oil chamber.  To cure this problem a major 
engine strip down was needed.  In the winter of 2005/2006 I 
decided to take the tractor engine to pieces and locate the trouble.  
The cylinder head was removed along with the air filter system 
assembly, the big end nuts and bolts were taken out so the piston 
and conrod could be taken out the end of the cylinder.  The main 
crankshaft journal appeared to be a bit rough and slightly pitted, so I 
knew then the crank shaft would have to be ground.  Some large 
key extractors were borrowed; the starting dog was taken of the 
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flywheel, the keys extracted and the flywheel manoeuvred off.  Next 
the large plate behind the flywheel on the oil sump was removed 
together with the main oil seal.  The fuel pump was removed next 
followed by the driving cam for the pump, and the cog which drives 
the fuel pump.  The oil sump which was also the bearing retaining 
housing was removed next, and the reason for all the years of 
bad starting became visible .   

The tractor is an early Series II which, when built, had a roller 
bearing main on the pulley side and a ball bearing main on the 
flywheel side.  Before the tractor was very old the ball bearing main 
on these machines were very prone to failure, and had to be 
changed back to a roller bearing (like the Series I).  The old bearing 
had been removed and the new roller bearing had been fitted very 
roughly. It had obviously been knocked on with a hammer and 
punch but the fitter who fitted it was not very careful and several 
times he had missed the bearing and hit the shaft causing slight 
burring on the shaft.  The springs and the bronze air seal ring had 
been pushed back on but would not slide easily on the shaft due to 
the burrs.  The bearing housing was replaced but the air seal ring 
would not spring forward and form a seal on the inside of the 
bearing housing.  This was the air leak which caused all the years 
of bad starting.  We very carefully filed the burrs off the shaft and 
removed the air seal ring.  If this had been done about 48 years 
before when the tractor was put back together, all the bad starting 
and bad temperedness would never have happened. 

 The crank shaft main journal needed regrinding and an 
undersized bearing was needed, so it was decided to strip the 
tractor.  The pulley and clutch were removed from the opposite end 
of the crank shaft, the bearing housing unbolted, and the whole 
crank shaft was drawn out.  The balance weights were then 
removed and the main bearings carefully driven off the shaft.   

 There appeared to be a certain amount of wear in the cylinder, 
so the front axle were taken off, and the cylinder block was unbolted 
from the crank case and lifted off.   

 We took the crank shaft cylinder block and the flywheel 
cylinder housing (sump housing) together with the air seal ring to 
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Mr. Crawford’s at Frithville.  The crank shaft was reground and a 
new undersized big end bearing was supplied together with one 
new main roller bearing.  The air seal was then tidied up and Mr. 
Crawford’s men ground it in on the housing to make sure a good 
seal of air was obtained this time.   

 When measured the cylinder block had about 009 thou of wear 
in it(a rebore is advised when wear reaches about 0l8 thou), but we 
thought whilst we had the tractor dismantled we might as well have 
it rebored and a new piston and rings supplied.  Mr. Crawford and 
his men were very helpful and gave us a lot of advice on 
reassembling the tractor.   

 In May 2006 we reassembled the tractor which took about two 
days, once together, Mr Crawford told us to centre the crank shaft 
as it was too stiff to turn over.  This was done using a block of wood 
and a big hammer blow on each end.  The crankshaft then turned 
very easily.  When the new piston and rings and cylinder head were 
replaced the engine turned quite easily, but it was obvious that it 
was too tight to handle start.  I decided it was not a good idea to 
cartridge start a fully reconditioned engine so we decided to belt 
start it with a Fordson Major diesel tractor and a threshing drum 
belt.  The ignition paper was lit and the decompression lever was 
held in and released when the engine had a good turn of speed.  
When the valve was released, the Marshall started and ran very 
smoothly.  The tractor was driven around for a few miles but the 
throttle was never pulled back more than half way. 

 The tractor, when warm, can now be handle started, but when 
cold it has to be started with the belt.  It never stops firing and 
comes to a halt so I think I can safely say that our forty-seven years 
of torment by the Marshall are over.   

 I’d like to thank Mr. Crawford and his men for all the help and 
advice they gave us to get the Marshall back to starting like it 
should do. 

 This year I shall take it to some ploughing matches and some 
vintage machinery working days with a Ransomes 2 furrow plough 
and gently run the tractor in.  
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FMPS members 

help to raise money for a Suffolk church 
 
A very pleasant day was enjoyed by several FMPS members 
showing their tractors and stationary engines at a village fete in 
Nedging (near Wattisham), Suffolk on May 4th. 
 
This was organised by a number of local people, including FMPS 
member Marshall Goodham who organised the engines and 
tractors, which made a small but impressive display.  Also on show 
were a number of very interesting, beautifully restored motor cycles 
and a selection of vintage cars, several of which were of the WW2 
vintage.  To complete the vintage display Alan Hines had his Robey 
showman’s engine there in steam, accompanied by two models – 
one a showman’s (not steamed), the other an agricultural powering 
a model stationary baler. 
 
There were numerous other stalls selling books and bric-a-brac, 
also bowling for various prizes, raffles etc. and a very welcome hot 
dog and burger stall. 
 
It was an enjoyable day for all, in spite of a rather cold wind.  £2,400 
profit was raised for the local church funds.    The FMPS members 
who attended would like to express their thanks to Marshall for 
inviting them to the event.                                       Colin Cracknell 
 

 

Position (still) Vacant  
Due to the retirement of Norman Wasteney  

the Society needs a Treasurer. 
If you are interested in taking on this vital role  

contact Bill Preston. 
 

Email: herbert.preston@btinternet.com    
 

Telephone 01245 420168 
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Forthcoming Events 
 
June 6th 

Chignall Village Hall Garden Fete & Village Rally – Chignall Smealey 
near Chelmsford 
Contact: Norman Wasteney 01245 440947 

Website: www.fmps.org.uk  
  
June 6th, 7th 

The Aldham Rally – near Earls Colne  
 

Contact: R. Starling 01206 393836 

Email:       rally@neetec.co.uk   
Website:    www.neetec.co.uk    
  
June 7th 

Euston Park Rural Pastimes – Euston near Thetford 

Contact: Adrian Hoggett 07504335949 

Email:        www.eustonruralpastimes.org.uk/contact  
Website:     www.eustonruralpastimes.org.uk  
  

June 13th, 14th 
Monks Eleigh Bygones CC Vintage Rally –  
Waldingfield Old Airfield, Near Sudbury  
 

Contact: Paul Goodchild 01787 372478 

  
June 21st 
Heavy Horse Show at Museum of Power, Langford, Maldon 

Contact: Peter Trent 01702 522238 

Email:        enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk   
Website:    www.museumofpower.org.uk  
  
June 27th, 28th 
Wings Wheels & Steam – Rougham Airfield, Near Bury St Edmunds  

Contact: 01359 270524 

Email:     info@roughamairfield.org.  
Website: www.roughamairfield.org  
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Forthcoming Events 
 
 

  

July 4th, 5th  

FMPS Vintage Rally & Show  –  Long Melford Hall,  

                                                      Nr. Sudbury  

Contact: Bill Preston 01245 420168  

Norman Wasteney 01245 440947  

Email:           fmps@btinternet.com    

Websites      www.melfordrally.co.uk   

                     www.fmps.org.uk      

  
July 11th /12th. Bart Keaney Museum OpenDays. 

Situated at Hepworth near Diss Norfolk. A unique collection of vehicles, 
cars, tractors and implements. 

email :-       jim@bkmuseum.com 

Website:-    http://www.bkmuseum.com 

Telephone:- 01359 252232.  
  
  

July 11th   
Horticultural Society Fete.  1pm -  4pm  
Margaretting  Near Ingatestone 

Vintage tractors, barn engines, horticultural and mowing machines wanted. 
Contact: Sam Taylor   01277 352019  

  
July 12th 

Nedging Vintage Fete  –   at Nedging Hall, near Bildeston, Suffolk  

Vintage cars, tractors, engines, motor cycles etc. plus gardens open 

Enquiries: M. Gooderham 01449 740271    
  
  
  

July 12th  

HCVS Haverhill  Historic Transport Rally –   
at the car park Haverhill – sponsored by Haverhill Town Council 
Contact: Chris Butcher 01376 342782 

Email:- montymorris23@aol.com  
Website:- www.hcvs.co.uk/hcvsevents1.htm 
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 Forthcoming Events 
 

 
July 17th, 18th, 19th  

Weeting Rally  –  
Weeting, Brandon, Suffolk 

Contact: Sally-Ann Helms –  
Fengate Farm 01842 810317 (Mon/Wed/Thurs only) 

No stationary engines  

Email:- 

Website:- www.weetingrally.co.uk 

  
July 18th  

Cheffins Vintage Sale  –   
Sutton near Ely 

Contact: 01223 213777 

Email:      vintage@cheffins.co.uk   
Website:  www.cheffins.co.uk    (download catalogues) 
  
July 19th  

Ipswich  Transport Museum – Ipswich Engineering Day   
featuring machine tools of the past from Ipswich firms. 

Contact: Viv Carter 01473 715666 

Email:         enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk   
Website:     www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk  
  
July 25th & 26th  

West Bergholt Rally  –  
West Bergholt, near Colchester 

Contact: M. Culham 01206 271253 

Vintage tractors, stationary engine etc. entries wanted 

   
July 26th  

Bressingham  Steam Museum –   

Steam sawing and vintage farm day 

Contact: Ray King 01379 686900 

Email:       info@bressingham.co.uk  
Website:    www.bressingham.co.uk  
  



 20 

Forthcoming Events 
 
August 1st & 2nd  

Thurlow and Haverhill  Steam & Country Show –  

at Horseheath Racecourse, Horseheath, Near Linton, 
Cambridgeshire. 
Contact:  Robert Pumfrey 01799 530246 

Email:    postmaster@fensvintage.co.uk   
Website: www.fensvintage.co.uk/shows/thurlow/index.htm 

  
August 8th  

Newbourne Vintage Show & Sponsored Tractor Road  Run –  
Newbourne Village Hall, Near Woodbridge. 
Contact: Ron Fellgett 01473 712454 

  
August 8th & 9th  

Bressingham Steam Museum   

near Diss – Steam in miniature 

Contact: 01379 686900 

Email:       info@bressingham.co.uk  
Website:    www.bressingham.co.uk  
  
August 9th  

Mid Suffolk  Showground –  
Classic Car Show 

Stonham Barns, Stonham Aspel 
Contact: 01449 711111 

  
August 9th  

Museum  of Power  
at Langford, Maldon  
Motor cycle (only) show, any age machines 

Contact: Peter Trent 01702 522238 

Email:         enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk   
Website:    www.museumofpower.org.uk  
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Forthcoming Events 
 
August 15th & 16th  

Air Display and Classic Car Show  –  
Rougham Airfield, Near Bury St. Edmunds 

Contact: 01359 270238 

Email:     info@roughamairfield.org.  
Website: www.roughamairfield.org  
  
August 30th, 31th  

Eye Show & Country Fair  –  
Goodrich Park, Palgrave, Near Eye 

Contact: Tim Seeley 01379 898816 

Email:      www.eyeshow.org.uk/    (contact form on site) 

Website: www.eyeshow.org.uk/ 
  
September 2nd - 6th  

Great Dorset  Steam Fair –  
Southdown, Tarrant Hinton, Blandford, Dorset 
Contact: M.F. Oliver 01258 860361 

Email:      enquiries@gdsf.co.uk 

Website: www.gdsf.co.uk/ 
  
September 6th  

Maldon & District Vintage Working Day  –  
Joyces Farm, Mayland Road, Southminster 

Contact:   Matthew Swann 01621 892429 

  
September 6th  

Ploughing Past & Present and Country Show  – Hunts Hall, 
Pebmarsh 

Contact: Tricia Nott 01787 224636 

  
September 12th, 13th  

Haddenham Steam Rally  – on the A1421 road, Haddenham, near 
Ely 

Contact: Mrs. D. Young 01487 841893 

Email: 
Website: http://home.btconnect.com/springwellfarm/Hadrally.html 
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 Forthcoming Events 
 
 

September  12th, 13th  

Essex  Steam Rally & Craft Fayre –  
Barleylands Farm, Billericay 

Contact: Tractors: Mrs Val McVitte 01702 258452 

Stationery Engines: Dave Wall 01702 546795 

Email:       info@essexcountryshow.co.uk 

Website:  www.essexcountryshow.co.uk/ 
  
September 19th, 20th  

Bedfordshire Steam & Country Fair  – Old Warden Park,  
Shuttleworth, Biggleswade 

Contact: Paul Worbey 01462 851771 or 07850 195622 

Email:          www.bseps.org.uk   (contact form on site) 

Website:      www.bseps.org.uk 

  
September 19th, 20th  

Grand Henham Steam Rally  –  
Henham Park, Near Southwold, Suffolk 

Contact: Roger King 01502  578771  
Email:      info@henhamsteamrally.com 

Website: www.henhamsteamrally.com/ 
  
September 19th, 20th  

Walton  Hall Museum –  

Stanford Le Hope, Essex 

Amateur ploughing match 

Contact: 01375 671874 

Email:   museum10@btinternet.com                                                                 
Website:  www.waltonhallmuseum.com  
  
October 3rd, 4th   

From Ploughs to Propellors 1940’s weekend  –  

Rougham Airfield, Near Bury St. Edmunds 

Contact: 01359 270238 

Email:     info@roughamairfield.org.  
Website: www.roughamairfield.org  
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 Forthcoming Events 
 

 
October 4 th………………………………………………………………... 
FMPS Vintage Working Day   
Grove Farm, Great Henny, Sudbury 

Contact: Colin Cracknell 01787 269214…………………………...   … 

Email:      fmps@btinternet.com  
Website: www.fmps.org.uk   
  

October 4th  

Ipswich  Transport Museum –  
Come and ride on our buses (around Ipswich) 

11.00am onwards 

Contact: Viv Carter 01473 715666 

Email:         enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk   
Website:     www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk  
  
October 17th  

Cheffins Vintage Sale  –  
Cambridge Machinery Sale Ground, Sutton, Ely 

Contact: 01223 213777 

Email:      vintage@cheffins.co.uk   
Website:  www.cheffins.co.uk    (download catalogues) 

  
October 17th  

Ipswich  Transport Museum –  
Wheels by Lamplight (no children) 7.00-9.00pm 

Contact: Viv Carter 01473 715666 

Email:         enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk   
Website:     www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk  
  
October 24th, 25th  

Rusty & Runnin’ Vintage Rally  –  
Walton Hall Museum, Stanford Le Hope, Essex 

Tel: 01375 671874 

museum10@btinternet.com                                                                              
Website:  www.waltonhallmuseum.com  
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Forthcoming Events 
 
 
 
 
December 6th  

Christmas Fair   – Museum of Power, Langford, Maldon 

11.00am – 4.00pm including festive cheer,  
Father Christmas, stalls, musical entertainment and vintage 
vehicles. 
Contact: Peter Trent 01702 522238 (evenings) 

Email:         enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk   
Website:    www.museumofpower.org.uk  
  
December  (after Christmas but subject to confirmat ion at a 
later date)  

Christmas Ploughing Match   
Wickhall Farm, Langford Road, Wickham Bishops, Essex 

Contact: Terry Stinson 01621 891889 

  
January 1st,  2010  

Museum  of Power, Langford, Maldon 

A crank up 

Contact: Peter Trent 01702 522238   
Email:         enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk   
Website:    www.museumofpower.org.uk  
  
  

 
 
 
Information compiled by Colin Cracknell and Stella Bixley  
 
 
 
 
 

To see these events and more go to    
www.vintage-rally.co.uk  
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For Sale:- 
2 Axle trailer with 8’ x 4’ 10” x 1’ 9” body. Overall dimensions of 
11’8” x 6’7”. Built with genuine suspension and hitch kit. 10” mini 
wheels. New floor and sides recently fitted with marine ply. All 
wood varnished and chassis and metal frame repainted. All 4 
tyres very good. 2 spare wheels. New wings. Fitted with a winch 
and numerous load hooks. Hinged tailboard. 50mm hitch and 
over run brakes. Tonneau cover. Unladen weight 0.34 tons. Will 
carry 2 stationary engines, pump and spares etc.         £395.00   
 
 
For Sale:-  
Fowler Stationary Engine 1949 fitted to a very nice wooden 
trolley and varnished. Engine plate shows 2.5 hp @ 1000 rpm. 
Painted to rally condition and rallied regularly. Magneto overhaul 
by Mr Salmon about 2 years ago and comes with a quantity of 
spares including a complete cylinder block and large type 
cylinder head.                                                           £200.00  
 
************************************************************************** 
 
For Sale:- 
Lister 1 ½ petrol-paraffin model, 1948, fitted with a Lister water 
pump. All fitted to a wooden trolley. Restored to rally condition 
and rallied regularly. Best in show twice at Rougham Air Show. 
                                                                                        £200.00  
 
*****************************************************************   
 
                   Contact Ron Mansfield.    01787 375301 
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For Sale: - 
Lister A 3 ½ hp 1953 fitted to its original Lister hardwood trolley. 
Bought new by owners Father in Law to drive a Hammermac 
Mill. A truly family item and little used after purchase. Original 
condition and runs superbly, will drive a large mill, pump etc. 
Painted and varnished and original style transfers fitted. Rallied 
regularly. A unique item that must be worth £350  of anybody’s 
money.  
 
************************************************************************ 
For Sale:- 
Wolseley 1 ½ hp crinkle top WD8 1952, finished in Lincoln 
Green in accordance with engine number. Fitted to a very smart 
varnished trolley, runs extremely smooth and quietly, no wear 
evident at all. Rallied regularly, an engine which will be noticed 
at a rally.                                                                  £200.00  
   
************************************************************************ 
 For Sale:- 
 Pig trough                                                                £20.00 
*************************************************************** 
For Sale:- 
Quantity of milking equipment including cooler, separator, 
milking churn, etc. etc.                                              £15.00 
**************************************************************** 
For Sale:- 
Compressor from fridge.                                            £3.00 
Air compressor from lorry brake system                    £7.00 
Compressor from fridge unit recently used for air compressor 
unit.                                                                             £8.00 
2 cylinder fridge compressor, heavy duty, make excellent air 
compressor.                                                                £15.00 
 
            Contact Ron Mansfield   01787  375301  
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For Sale: - 
Lister Well Pump,  
fitted with an electric motor. Good runner £40.00 
 
****************************************************************  
For Sale:- Various Magnetos. 
1 x 4 cylinder type. 1 x 4 cylinder Austin Seven type 
1 x 1 cylinder type. 1 x Lister type 
Quantity of Lister Magneto spares.       £50.00 
***************************************************************  
For Sale:- 
Trolley Jack   £10.00 
Bottle Jacks, various sizes £10.00 
 
***********************************************************************  
For Sale:- 
Motorcycle helmet, hardly used. J.E.B. helmet, Bob Heath 
visor. Cert BS. 2770387. Type B Model 1997. £5.00 
 
Motorcycle gloves. Medium, excellent condition. £3.00 
 
***********************************************************************  
For Sale:-  
Nearly new Draper Socket Set.  
½ “ square drive. 10 BSW. 9 AF  sockets       £8.00  
New 56 A.M.W Draper Socket Set. 18 AF, 21 Metric, 6 
Whitworth sockets plus tools.                          £30.00 
 
                  Contact Ron Mansfield.     01787 375301  
  

Wanted:   Cornish and Lloyd Horse Plough. 
Hornsby Plough Shares 
 

Contact Jeffrey Giblin   01245 231309  
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Use Of Red Diesel and TVO (see editorial) 
 

 
From an article in  

Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs Ltd (FBHVC)  
News letter No.2 2006. 
 
Recent specialist press articles have speculated that HM Revenue 
and Customs may be tightening up on the use of rebated diesel 
(commonly referred to as red diesel because of the dye in the fuel 
used to distinguish it from road fuel on which full duty has been 
paid). The rules for the use of red diesel are covered in HM R & C 
Notice 75 dated December 2002 (when it was still HM Customs and 
Excise). FBHVC is not aware of any change since then, although it 
is known that HM R & C has been considering changes to the 
categories of vehicle that may use rebated diesel as part of the 
process of applying to EU to continue the derogation that allows UK 
to rebate tax on fuels used for certain purposes – the present 
derogation expires later this year.  
 
 
At present, the circumstances in which rebated fuel may be used on 
roads maintained at public expense are very limited and (save for 
snow ploughs and road construction machinery) are based on the 
principle that it may be used only in vehicles whose travel on roads 
is both limited and incidental to the primary purpose of the use of 
the machine. As far as tractors are concerned, they may use 
rebated fuel only if they are never used on the road or if their use on 
the road is limited only to travel for the purpose of agriculture or 
forestry. If they are licensed with DVLA as anything other than an 
agricultural machine, they must use un-rebated fuel both on and off 
the road. No tractor may be licensed as an agricultural machine 
unless it is used solely for the purposes of agriculture, horticulture 
or forestry. 
 
Use of red diesel in road runs or for driving to sh ows is 
thus illegal.  
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The same applies to ploughing matches. HM R & C consider that a 
ploughing match is primarily a leisure activity so state that rebated 
diesel may not be used for this purpose: they also point out that 
such a match gives rise to many more journeys on the road than is 
necessary simply for the purpose of agriculture. Use of rebated fuel 
during a ploughing match is legal, but only if the tractor concerned 
is not licensed, or is licensed as an agricultural machine. The 
advice must be that those who drive preserved tractors that are in 
the historic vehicle taxation class on the road should use full duty-
paid fuel at all times; conversely, if rebated fuel is used, the tractor 
should not be licensed and should never be used on the road. 
 
There is a clear problem here for tractors using tractor vaporising oil 
(TVO) as all TVO is rebated. That in turn means that it should only 
be used on the road when the tractor is licensed (and used) as an 
agricultural machine. We are seeking advice from HM R & C for 
owners of such machines, as the logical extension of this is that no 
TVO tractor that is licensed for road use may be used at all, which 
is clearly unreasonable. The general licence, obtained by FBHVC in 
1991, to mix rebated fuels (such as kerosene) with petrol in the 
tanks of pre-1940 vehicles cannot be used as justification for use of 
TVO in tractors. 
 

Essex Young Farmers Show  
I would like to express my appreciation and thanks to:   
Bill Preston, Terry Stinson, David Parsons, Robin Sharpe and 
Melvin Joyce for the invaluable help given at the Essex Young 
Farmers Show. Without such volunteers there would be no 
vintage  section at the show. Thank you all. 
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