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Gypsy Caravans seen at the Melford Rally always pro ve 
popular with the visitors. 

 



Magazine 109 March 2009. 
From the Chair, 
 
 
                    The year has started with the A.G.M., and following the 
usual format of reports etc., an election was held. While the votes 
were counted a film of a previous rally was shown by Jeffrey and 
Norman. There are now two members new to the committee; they 
are Brian Mills, and Stuart Poole. 
 
                    Our previous chairman and committee member until 
the end of last year Ron Mansfield, has decided to take a much less 
active role in the society, I feel we must thank both Ron and Vera 
for all the hard work they did for and on behalf of the society, and in 
particular the raffle that Vera in some ways had made her own, and 
Ron for the trips he organised. 
 
                   Our February meeting was well supported, Harold the 
blacksmith telling a very amusing and interesting story of his life, 
this is a time gone by, but in a lot of ways we have all participated in 
it.  
                   The society is still in need of a TREASURER, this i s 
not to difficult a task, and could be carried out w ithout too 
much effort using a computer, a spreadsheet I belie ve has 
already been formatted by our editor, and help woul d be at 
hand for any person who may be interested. 
 
                   We are now fast approaching the rally season, so I 
guess you are all busy knocking the dust off your exhibits for 2009. 
It almost seems that the time between putting our machinery away 
and getting it out again gets shorter and shorter; anyway it does to 
me so I had better get on. 
                 
  See you at the next meeting. 
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Magazine 109 March 2009. 
 
From the Editor. 
 
 
 
When I sit down with the intention of writing “from the editor” for our 
magazine I generally think around what has happened over the past 
few months and then add my comments. However in the last 
magazine I thought it much more appropriate to look forward 
because the Society continues to grow and we all need to move 
with it and therefore I continue with the same theme. 
 
The AGM has been and gone with the result we welcome two new 
committee members who I am sure will bring some new ideas for 
the future. Fresh ideas and forward thinking is the key to our 
survival and it does not have to be just the committee who come up 
with ideas, it could be you . If you would like to see changes to the 
rally, the meetings, or any other aspect of the society then make 
your ideas known.  Contact any committee member who will 
channel your thoughts to their meetings. 
 
About one third of our members have access to the internet and it is 
now a fact of life that overall, the vast majority of people in this 
country (and most others) turn to the net for information on just 
about everything they want to know. For this reason I thought it was 
now the right time to promote our rally on the internet and I have 
therefore recently put together a website which just features 
information about the rally as opposed to the society in general. 
Anyone searching the internet for the “Melford Rally” will be directed 
to the new site. Try it:-        www.melfordrally.co.uk    but also 
keep an eye on the main society website     www.fmps.org.uk.  
 
Just to finish with a “thank you” to those who have contributed 
stories and articles for this edition of your magazine, you have no 
idea how much easier this job is with some help from our members. 



 

“THE WIVENHOE FLYER” –  
                               THE MAN BEHIND THE MACHINE 

 

                                                                    By Chris Thompson 
 
In Issue No.102 of our magazine (June 2007) I set out some details 

of the strange experiments carried out on the River Colne at 
Wivenhoe in the spring of 1909 by Jack Edmund Humphries. Since 
writing that article I have researched the life of Jack Humphreys in 
some detail, and readers might like to read more about the man 

whom I (erroneously) referred to as a Halstead dentist. 
 
 
In recent years there has been renewed interest in the series of 
strange aerial experiments that took place on the River Colne at 
Wivenoe in 1909 – 1910 when Jack Humphreys, a London dentist, 
took to the water, if not to the air, in a strange machine that he 
called an “aerohydroplane”. We would now term this an amphibian, 
inasmuch as it had a wheeled undercarriage as well as a flying-boat 
hull. Later, as we shall see, this was developed into a series of 
landplanes, the last of which, known as “The Elephant”, was 
eventually transferred to Brooklands in Surrey. 
 
 

 
My researches into the life of Jack 
Humphries, started some two years ago, 
have revealed much about this rather 
enigmatic and colourful man that the press 
dubbed “The Mad Dentist”. It is a story that 
takes us a long way from the waters of the 
Colne and from the smart milieu of London’s 
west end where Jack, over the course of his 
long life, was to have his series of dental 
surgeries. Indeed his story starts in the 
burgeoning British colony of Hong Kong in 
the first half of the 19th century. 



 
Hong  Kong had been acquired in 1842, after the Opium Wars of 
1839 – 42, caused in the main by Chinese reluctance to open up 
the country to the “foreign devils”; a policy that clashed with British 
ambitions for free trade in the region. By the end of the 19th century 
Hong Kong had a population of some 300,000 Chinese and some 
20,000 Europeans. The latter in their smart villas shared the island 
with a rising Chinese bourgeoisie and a coolie underclass which 
served as a sort of urban proletariat. The hero of our tale, Jack 
Edmund Humphreys, was born into this variegated mixture on the 
21st of February 1875. One of nine children of which only three 
survived, he was the son of John David Humphreys, described as a 
chemist, and Jepie Humphreys (nee Lambert). As her name would 
suggest, the family are certainly of the opinion that Jack’s mother 
was partly Chinese, although when she was living in Britain the 
1881 census gives her forename as “Jessie” which may have been 
an attempt to anglicise the family lineage. Jack’s father’s family had 
made their money in the opium trade in Canton and were, with a 
strange touch of irony, also involved in the medical service; John 
David Humphreys becoming one of the lessees of the Hong Kong 
Dispensary in 1871 four years before Jack’s birth. Subsequently the 
business (now A.S. Watson & Co.) expanded throughout the Far 
East with the establishment of a pharmacy and soft drinks factory in 
Manila in 1883 and concurrent expansion into the Chinese 
mainland. 
 
This background would have given young Jack Edmund an insight 
into the medical and pharmaceutical world that evidently inspired 
him to become a “society” dentist, and in the 1880s he was living in 
Britain with his mother and his two elder brothers where they had a 
house in Clapham. It is uncertain what had prompted the move to 
London, but this may have been a temporary move to enable the 
boys to get a good education and establish themselves in middle-
class circles. Certainly in 1891 there is no census record of the 
family in the UK. 
 
 
 



We do know, however, that Jack was first registered as a Licentiate 
of Dental Surgery on 23rd November 1900 with the qualifications 
LDS RCS that he had obtained in 1896. He then appears to have 
moved around London’s west end, occupying a series of surgeries 
from which he catered for “the smart set”. The 1901 census records 
him as living at Taplow in Buckinghamshire with his wife, Violet, one 
small daughter, Effie, and his sisters-in-law who are listed as 
“surgical nurses”. 
 
Jack’s interest in aviation seems to have started in the early years 
of the century and, like many of his fellow would-be aviators, he  
carried out much research into the flight of birds and their wing 
movements. He had always been a strong swimmer and, 
eschewing the catapult launching apparatus used by some his 
contemporaries, his early gliding experiments were from cliff-top 
sites. Some of these are thought to have been at Coombe Farm at 
Fowey, situated to the south of that town in property now owned by 
the National Trust. However by 1909 he had transferred his 
operations to Wivenhoe, no doubt attracted by that port’s reputation 
as a boat-building centre.  
 
I shall not bore the reader by repeating in detail the information 
concerning the experiments at Wivenhoe, as these can be found in 
Issue 102. Suffice it to say that the trials of his first machine, a 
flying-boat with a wheeled undercarriage that later generations 
would call “an amphibian”, were unsuccessful and that it was 
subsequently broken up on site. He then developed this into a 
series of landplane designs, most of which came to grief for one 
reason or another before transferring his scene of operations to 
Brooklands where his latest landplane, referred to by his 
contemporaries as “The Elephant”, was to get airborne in the hands 
of the very competent aviator Gordon Bell (again see Issue 102). 
 
During the time of his Wivenhoe experiments Jack had not been 
idle in promoting aviation generally. We know that he was at the 
Aero Club banquet held at the Ritz Hotel in May 1909 held in 
honour of the Wright brothers, who were also present. Later in 1910 
he was a contributor towards the Rolls Memorial Library to  



 
commemorate the life of C.S. Rolls who had died in a flying 
accident earlier that year. The following year saw him writing an 
acerbic reply in “Flight” magazine to a gentleman who had dared to 
suggest that a landowner also owned the airspace above his 
holding and that these “suicidal maniacs” of aviators were in fact 
committing a trespass when flying overhead, i.e. “…..no man of 
common sense will submit to the danger of being flown over”. 
Jack’s reply was short and to the point and included the very 
prescient comment – “Everyone who has made any study of the 
subject is fully aware that the day is not far distant when the very 
safety of this country will depend as much on air as on sea 
supremacy….” 
 
How much attention Jack himself had made to the study of 
aerodynamics in the scientific sense is open to question, although 
from the study of the patents that he registered in the autumn of 
1908, about the time he moved to Wivenhoe, it is obvious that he 
was less of an eccentric than many of his peers made him out to 
be. His third patent, i.e. for the use of turbine blades revolving 
inside a cylindrical casing to improve thrust, was indeed far ahead 
of its time.  
 
His various crashes at Brooklands, both in machines of his own 
design and those of the Hanriot Flying School, and the fact that a 
mechanic was badly injured whilst working on the Humphreys 
monoplane, seem to have driven Jack from the flying scene, 
although he remained on the fringe of the aviation world for many 
years. His name is listed, for instance, in 1915 as being one of the 
contributors to the Flying Services Fund administered by the Royal 
Aero Club for the benefit of officers and men of the Royal Flying 
Corps and the Royal Naval Air Service incapacitated whilst on 
active service. 
 
From the start of World War 1 Jack Humphreys seems to have 
concentrated more upon his smart dental practice in London, 
specialising (so the family say) on tending to the needs of wealthy 



socialite ladies. He also pioneered facial plastic surgery on those 
wounded in the Great War, as it was then known. He had two  
 
children by his first wife Violet Muriel Maitland-King, and five 
children by his second wife and former housekeeper. One of these 
latter children, Jack David Humphreys, became a Squadron Leader 
in World War 2 and was killed flying a Hudson aircraft over France 
in 1942.  By the time of that conflict Jack Edmund Humphreys was 
living in a large house in Wimbledon. During this time he had a 
dream that the house would bombed and moved the whole family 
out. Several days later this really happened and the house was 
demolished. Despite this burst of clairvoyance, it is said that he was 
somewhat absent-minded, and there is story that he set out for the 
bus-stop day dressed in a top-coat, bowler hat, and sock 
suspenders but minus his trousers; his maid running after him with 
the missing garments. Nevertheless Jack lived to the ripe old age of 
88, dying in 1963. 
 
 
 

¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬ 
 

The above is a revision of an article that appeared in the Autumn 
2008 issue of “Essex Journal”. Chris Thompson, whom many will 
remember as a collector/exhibitor of vintage mowers and a member 
of the F.M.P.S Committee, is now working on a longer biography of 
Jack Humphreys.  

 

 

 

Chris Thompson 
Braintree – January 2009  
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Position Vacant  
 

Due to the retirement of 
Norman Wasteney the 

Society needs a Treasurer. 
 

If you are interested in 
taking on this vital role 

contact Bill Preston. 
 
 

Email: herbert.preston@btinternet.com    
 



Telephone 01245 420168 
 

FORTHCOMING RALLIES & OTHER EVENTS  
FOR YEAR 2009 

 
March 11, 12 
Easter Steam Up –  Green Man, Howe Street, Great Waltham, 
Essex 
Contact: Dave Roberts 01268 734728 
 
March 12 
Maldon & District Road Run – Start Burnham on Crouch 
Contact: Terry Stinson 01621 891889 
Email:      terance.stinson@tesco.net  
 
April 10, 11, 12, 13 
Easter Vintage Rally – Walton Hall Museum, Stanford-Le-Hope, 
Essex 
Contact: 01375 671874 
Email    :  museum10@btinternet.com    
Website:   www.waltonhallmuseum.com  
 
April 12 
Museum of Power – Langford, Maldon.  Old Tyme Rally 
Contact: Peter Trent 01702 522238  
Email:         enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk   
Website:     www.museumofpower.org.uk  
 
April 13 
Ipswich Transport Museum – 60th Birthday Bus Day 
Contact: Mr Viv Carter 01473 715666 
Email:         webmaster@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk     
Website:      www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk  
 
 
 
 



April 18, 19 
Easter Countryside Show –  Mid Suffolk Showground, Stonham 
Barns, Stonham Aspall, Stowmarket.  Includes vintage tractors, 
vehicles etc.      Contact: 01449 711111 
 
 
April 18, 19 
Colne Valley Railway Vintage Vehicle Weekend 
Contact: Mrs A. Stabler 01787 461174 
Email:        info@colnevalleyrailway.co.uk    
Website:     www.colnevalleyrailway.net  
 
April 25 
Cheffins Grain & Comis – Vintage Sale  
Machinery Sale Ground, Sutton near Ely at 9.30am 
Enquiries: 01223 213777 
Email:      vintage@cheffins.co.uk   
Website:  www.cheffins.co.uk    (download catalogues) 
 
May 2, 3, 4 
Rushden Cavalcade – Rushden, Northants. 
Contact: Bev Watson 01933 315006 for entry forms or download 
from: 
Website:   www.cavalcade.org.uk 
 
May 3 
Ipswich & Felixstowe Historic Vehicle Road Run – start 
Christchurch Park, Ipswich 11.30 start 
Contact: Mr Viv Carter 01473 715666 
Website:  www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 
Email:      webmaster@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk   
 
May 3, 4 
Stradsett Park Vintage Rally – Stradsett, Near Downham Market, 
Norfolk 
Contact: Andrew Hunt 01366 388907 
Website:     www.nvtec-ea.org.uk  
Email:        stradsett@nvtec-ea.org.uk   



May 4 
Norton May Fair at Nedging Village Hall, near Bildeston 
Contact:  M. Gooderham 01449 740721 
 
 
May 9 
South Suffolk Agricultural Show- Ampton Racecourse, Nr. Ingham, 
Bury St Edmunds Vintage tractors and machines 
Contact: Geoff Bailes 01638 750879 
Email:         geoff@southsuffolkshow.co.uk     
Website:      www.southsuffolkshow.co.uk  
 
May 10 
Henham Wings & Wheels – Henham Park near Southwold 
Contact:  Ian Hall 01502 578998 
Email:      hektor@henhampark.com      
Website:   www.wingsandwheels-online.co.uk  
 
May 10 
Dads Army Day – Bressingham Museum, Diss 
Enquiries: 01379 686900 
Email:       info@bressingham.co.uk  
Website:    www.bressingham.co.uk  
 
May 16 
Hadleigh Show 
Contacts: Stationary Engines: John Morton 01787 371843  
Tractors:  Barry Lambert 01787 210634  
Email:      secretary@hadleighshow.co.uk   
Website:  www.hadleighshow.co.uk  
 
May 16, 17 
Bunker Bash 2009 at Kelvedon Hatch, Brentwood, Essex 
Secret nuclear bunker special open weekend with military vehicles 
on display.  Contact: 07971 052195 
Email:      bunkerinfo@japar.demon.co.uk   
Website:   www.secretnuclearbunker.com    
 



May 17 
MG Car Rally – Bressingham Museum, Diss 
Contact: 01379 686900 
Email:       info@bressingham.co.uk  
Website:    www.bressingham.co.uk  
 
May 17  
Essex Young Farmers Club Show 
Boyton Hall Farm, Roxwell, Chelmsford, Essex (just off the A1060) 
Contact: A.J. Giblin 01245 231309 
Email:      essexyfc@btconnect.com  
Website:  www.essexyoungfarmers.com  
 
May 24 
Rover Car Rally – Bressingham Museum, Diss 
A large display of veteran cars 
Contact: 01379 686900 
Email:       info@bressingham.co.uk  
Website:    www.bressingham.co.uk  
 
 
May 23, 24, 25 
The Strumpshaw Steam Rally – Strumpshaw, Near Norwich 
Contact: Brian James 01328 851429 
Email:       strumpshawmuseum@aol.com    
Website:   www.strumpshawsteammuseum.co.uk  
 
May 24, 25 
Carrington Rally  
Carrington, Boston, Lincolnshire 
Enquiries: Mr J. Laywood, P.O. Box 32, Spilsby, Lincs. PE23 9AF 
 
May 27, 28 
Suffolk County Show – Ipswich 
Contact: The Show Office 01473 726847 
Email:      enquiries@suffolkshow.co.uk   
Website:  www.suffolkshow.co.uk  
 



 
 
May 30, 31 
Woolpit Rally – Wetherden, Near Stowmarket, Suffolk 
Contact: D.C. Seeley 01359 241886 after 6.30pm. 
Email:      peter@bootsorion.demon.co.uk  
Website:  www.woolpit-steam.org.uk  
 
May 31 
Summer Show – Museum of Power, Langford, Maldon 
Enquiries: 01621 843183 
Email:        enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk   
Website:    www.museumofpower.org.uk  
 
June 6 
Chignall Village Hall Garden Fete & Village Rally – Chignall 
Smealey near Chelmsford 
Contact: Norman Wasteney 01245 440947 
Website: www.fmps.org.uk  
 
June 6, 7 
The Aldham Rally – near Earls Colne 
Contact: R. Starling 01206 393836 
Email:       rally@neetec.co.uk   
Website:    www.neetec.co.uk    
 
June 7 
Euston Park Rural Pastimes – Euston near Thetford 
Contact: Adrian Hoggett 07504335949 
Email:        www.eustonruralpastimes.org.uk/contact  
Website:     www.eustonruralpastimes.org.uk  
June 13, 14 
Monks Eleigh Bygones CC Vintage Rally – Waldingfield Old Airfield, 
Near Sudbury 
Contact: Paul Goodchild 01787 372478 
 
 
 



June 21 
Heavy Horse Show at Museum of Power, Langford, Maldon 
Contact: Peter Trent 01702 522238 
Email:        enquiries@museumofpower.org.uk   
Website:    www.museumofpower.org.uk  
 
 
June 27, 28 
Wings Wheels & Steam – Rougham Airfield, Near Bury St Edmunds 
Contact: 01359 270524 
Email:     info@roughamairfield.org.  
Website: www.roughamairfield.org  
 

July 4, 5 
 
FMPS Vintage Rally & Show   –  Long Melford Hall,  
                                                      Nr. Sudbury 
 
Contact: Bill Preston 01245 420168 
Norman Wasteney 01245 440947  
 
Email:           fmps@btinternet.com    
Websites      www.melfordrally.co.uk   
                     www.fmps.org.uk      
 
July 11 th   
Horticultural Society Fete.  1pm -  4pm  
Margaretting  Near Ingatestone 
Vintage tractors, barn engines, horticultural and mowing machines 
wanted. Contact: Sam Taylor   01277 352019  
 
July 12th 
Nedging Vintage Fete – at Nedging Hall, near Bildeston, Suffolk 
Vintage cars, tractors, engines, motor cycles etc. plus gardens open 
Enquiries: M. Gooderham 01449 740271    
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An invite to: Whitewebbs Olde Tyme Ralle 

Whitewebbs Museum of Transport will be holding their Olde Tyme 
Ralle and Museum Open Day on Sunday 29th March 2009. This will 
be the sixth such Open Day and the event is proving to be very 
popular with interesting display of tractors, stationary engines, lawn 
mowers and various agricultural implements. 

We would like to invite members of your Society to come along on 
the 29th March and display their agricultural machinery. Pre-booking 
is not required and there is no charge for exhibitors. Entrance for 
visitors is £3.00, accompanied children under 13 free.  

Please contact John D’Agostino on 07956 252691 for further 
information, or leave a message on the Museum anasaphone and 
we will be sure to get back to you.      Telephone 020 8367 1898  

Email:  whitewebbsmuseum@aol.com 

Website:     www.whitewebbsmuseum.co.uk 

How to get there:- Whitewebbs Museum is situated within easy 
reach of Junction 25 on the M25. From the A10, turn right into 
Bullsmoor Lane. At the T-junction, turn right, follow the road round 

into Whitewebbs Lane for 
1.7 miles. The museum is 
on the left at the far end of 
this road, 150 yards before 
the next T-junction. Car 
parking is free. 

The museum is open 
every Tuesday between 
10am and 4.00 p.m. (last 
entry at 3.30 p.m.) and the 
last Sunday of each month 
(with   exceptions).    
Telephone 020 8367 1898 
for confirmation.  



  
 

Tractors welcome if driven to the event 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

For further details or to obtain an entry form 
contact Mr M Gooderham 01449 740271  



A hill farmer had a cunning plan to rid his 
fields of a plague of rabbits.  

 

 

Paul Coppen, 69, who supplies London's oldest restaurant with 
pedigree beef, was struggling to keep an army of rabbits from 
stripping his pastures bare. 

So in an attempt to gain the upper hand, he camouflaged his 
vintage Massy Ferguson tractor as a cow - complete with a firing 
platform and a gunslit from which to blast the unwary bunnies. 

He admitted the disguise - a black and white heifer painted on a 
wooden board fixed to the side of the vehicle - was not entirely 
foolproof. 

He said: "One of my neighbours, Stan Mitchell, came up with the 
idea and helped me out, and I just went with it. I hoped the rabbits 
would ignore the fake cow, thinking it was just another member of 
the herd, thereby presenting a stationary target for the rifleman as I 
drive about the farm. 

"A driver-cum-rifleman was cunningly camouflaged behind a picture 
of a tree above the cow. Maximum angle of fire was achieved by 
pointing the air-rifle through a horizontal slit above the cow, not 
unlike the firing positions in Second World War pillboxes. 

"It has to be said that not all rabbits are entirely fooled. Whereas 
cattle obviously do move around, trees usually don't and that may 
be a problem." 

Mr Coppen has farmed at White Close Hill, near Bowes in County 
Durham, since 1975. Beef from his herd of pedigree Belted 
Galloways - an ancient breed probably derived from Celtic stock - is 
supplied to Rules, of Covent Garden, London's oldest restaurant. 



"I won't pretend this device is going to be the be all and end all of 
rabbit control - but it does seem to startle them somewhat and stops 
them from scampering away too quickly, which give us a chance to 
have a shot at them. 

"Luckily, no cows have been accidentally shot so far and Granite 
Brain, the stock bull, has not displayed any amorous or belligerent 
intentions towards the glamorous heifer depicted on the side of the 
tractor." 

 
A Members Letter. 
 
From Pat Pawsey 
 
First may I thank you for the December magazine, it  was both 
interesting and informative as always.  You continu e to do an 
excellent job - I suspect that, on occasions you ma y well feel 
that you have drawn the 'short straw' but it is a v ery valuable 
asset and the Society would be the poorer without y our 
efforts.  The web site just goes on getting better;  I particularly 
like the “for sale / wanted” section. 
 
I think that the introduction of £1 membership for under 
eighteens is a brilliant idea.  Simple, logical and  so an 
obviously sensible one wonders why it has not been thought 
of before, but that is so often the way with really  good ideas! 
 
I have attached an article which you may like to us e - if you 
don't I shall not be offended. 
 
 
Pat 
 

 
 
 



Hillbilly Divorce  
 
                                       A Smile from Pat Pawsey 
  
 
 
 
A hillbilly farmer who wanted to get a divorce paid a visit to a 
lawyer.   The lawyer said, 'How can I help you?' The farmer said, 'I 
want to get one of them dayvorces.' 
  
 The lawyer said, 'Do you have any grounds?'  The farmer said, 
'Yes, I got 40 acres'   The lawyer said, 'No, No, you don't 
understand, Do you have a suit? 
  
The farmer said, 'Yes, I got a suit, I wears it to church on Sundays.'  
The lawyer said, 'No, no, I mean, do you have a case?'  
The farmer said, 'Nope, I ain't got a Case, but I got a John Deere. 
  
The lawyer said, 'No, I mean, do you have a grudge?'  The farmer 
said, 'Yes, I got a grudge, that's where I parks the John Deere' 
  
The lawyer said, 'Does your wife beat you up or something?'  
The farmer said, 'Nope, we both get up at 4:30.' 
  
By now the lawyer is getting frustrated but tries one last question.  
The lawyer said, 'Is your wife a nagger?' The farmer said, 'Nope, 
she's a little white gal, but our last child was a nagger and that's 
why I wants a dayvorce.' 
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Do you have an email address?  
 
 
The quickest, cheapest, and most efficient way of staying in 

touch is by email. 
 

Please make sure we have your up to date 
address by emailing 

 
fmps@btinternet.com    

 
 
 

WANTED: - Fan from a Bentall grain dryer.   
Motor not required as the fan will be belt driven. 
Please phone Peter Marshall on 01621-773189 
or email:-   PHMSteeple@aol.com  

For Sale: Heavy Duty Factory Built Work Benches.  
4 x 4 ft. ideal for woodwork or engineering, cupboard under. 
£50.00 each 
Mark Cracknell    01787 269552 
�

Wanted:  Old Trailed Finger -Bar Mower  
Must be more or less complete, preferably on steer wheels. 
For show & display only not for use. 
 Also " Maldon Iron Works" cast iron seat 
  

Contact K. Heywood         01787269767 
 



 
 
 

Some History of the much loved 
Field Marshall 

 

 

Any restorer who has some knowledge of turn of the century farm 
machinery, will recognize the name Lanz Bulldog!! This machine 
was to say the least unusual in its appearance. The huge flywheel 
and coffee percolator shaped exhaust. Along with square body lines 
and cylinder head protruding forward of the front axle would 
become the visual differentiation that people would quote to 
separate the Lanz from other period machines.  

The Marshall company based at the Britannia Works in 
Gainsborough England, were at that period of time Britain’s leading 
Boiler makers. The company itself was based on the “improve and 
exploit” policy as opposed to being single product orientated. That 
is to say that they would very often acquire industrial machines of 
all sorts and improve them... then re-market them. They also sub 
contracted to their competition, making boilers and casting 
machinery parts in their own foundries.  Up until the 1920's steam  
engines ruled supreme. Marshall’s turning out a large percentage of 
steam tractors known as plowing engines as can be seen in the 
photograph. However the introduction of the internal combustion 
engine in farm machinery and the onslaught of the economic 
depression saw a great decline for the demand of such large and 
heavy machines. In true Marshall tradition, the company put forward 
an application to the Lanz company to produce their Bulldog 
machines from the Britannia works. However it was an application 
that would be rejected as Clayton and Shuttleworth were able to 
produce the HSCS.  

In order to beat the economic recession (and probably not to be 
beaten) Marshall’s acquired both Models of the available Lanz 



machines which arrived at the Britannia works and were 
dismantled!! in a preamble to the new venture.  

From the very outset it was the Marshall Co., intention to improve 
on the design of the Lanz. The Marshall concept however was to be 
a full diesel machine.  

Whilst surface ignition engines would run on almost any fuel one 
could lay one's hands on!! the Marshall would require a supply of 
fuel oil, but although this was initially thought to be a drawback to 
the design. Diesel at 6d per gallon would ultimately prove its major 
advantage. By 1930 the first Marshall machine was attending 
agricultural shows and was tagged as the 15 / 30 model E. A single 
cylinder engine of 8" bore by 10.5" stroke, running at 550 rpm, using 
crankcase compression at a compression ratio of 15:5/8:1, formed 
the forward part of the frame with the gearbox and axle housing to 
the rear. Unlike many of its contemporaries which required a hot 
bulb for starting and running, ( and we all know how arduous that 
can be by hand!!) the 15 / 30 was started using ignition papers 
placed in a holder which protruded from the combustion chamber.  

Another useful feature was the fitting of the radiator in the normal 
transverse position, the fan being driven by skew gears. Three 
forward and one reverse gears were provided, and the whole thing 
weighed in at 7000lbs. The 15 / 30 was to prove to be a competitive 
machine. It wasn't without its faults though; the weak points most 
noticed were the clutch release mechanism gear selector and 
leather seals....not forgetting the injector system.  

Initially the 15's were constructed in line with company tradition. 
That is to say that each machine was as individual as the customer 
so no two were alike. If the customer wanted red white and blue 
wheels...then that’s what he got!! As nice as that may seem there 
are hardly any records appertaining to these early machines so 
information is at best sketchy!! After a period of time the world saw 
the release of a revised model tagged the 18 / 30. Noticeable 
changes were that the square appearance was dropped; thinner 
steel was used to save weight and reduce cost. The rear 



transmission housings were strengthened and the fuel problem was 
resolved by the use of the Bosch unit and injector.  

The 18 / 30 were at best heavy!! it was a cumbersome 3.5 tons and 
was too heavy really for many jobs where direct haulage or 
implements were involved, as a stationary power unit though it was 
undisputed.  

By 1934 the British built Fordson was readily available, at only 
£155, as opposed to £310 for the Marshall. The Marshall team had 
to come up with a suitable alternative to meet the market and thus 
the 12 / 20 was born. The 12 / 20 had been modified so that the 

engine was now a 6.5/8" 
bore by 9" stroke a 
design that was to prove 
so popular and reliable it 
would continue on for 
the next 22 years 
unchanged. Pneumatic 
tyres as opposed to 
steels and cleats were 
now also available to 
cater for popular 
demand. The 12 /20 
continued production for 
the next 4 years and 
was then renamed the 
"M". This saw further 
refinements to the 
gearbox and engine 
castings, the M was in 
reality at the limit of the 
power output for a single 

cylinder engine, if failings in the structure were not to be incurred 
through stresses. However the single cylinder was so popular that 
post war attempts were made to take the same engine, to 50 Hp, in 
an attempt to compete with multi cylinder machines.  



Towards the end of the war decisions had to be taken as to what 
shape the diesel tractor would take in the future. Following a new 
marketing policy within the Marshall company each product group 
had a name e.g., Road Marshall for road making equipment. Thus 
Field Marshall was adopted for the wheeled tractor range.  

The new "high powered" British diesel tractor the Field Marshall, 
Series 1 was announced. It was in appearance a more modern 
machine than the M but this cosmetic treatment was only in line 
with current rends to hide the working parts with styled sheet metal.  

 

The engine was basically the same but with speed increased from 
700 to 750 rpm. Provisions for power starting were also made by 
modifying the cylinder head to allow the use of the starting 
cartridge. The driving position was raised and the winch was 
secreted below the floor panel. The exhaust was also modified but 
now looked even more like a coffee percolator than before!! 
additional braking equipment was now also available as was a 
variety of driver protection in the form of canvass or pressed tin 
canopies. This format was still and would continue to be very 
successful. So much so that the Series one was further modified to 
become the Series 2, and later still the Series 3 and 3a and up until 
1957. The most asked question by restorers new to Field Marshall’s 
is how to differentiate between the models.  

 

The model M is basically a Lanz Bulldog in all but name, the livery 
is as standard fern green with red cast wheels or steels, the front is 
very square and the exhaust best described as a squat pressure 
cooker shape. the Series one, is easily discerned by the snub nose 
of the front and lack of the bulbous air cleaner on the bonnet. It also 
has the later taller coffee percolator exhaust. Early Series 1's 
shared M wheel centers, whilst the later ones had pressed steel 
centers and flat half shaft ends.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Series 2 
whilst being the 
same fern green 
was turned out 
with pressed 
steel wheels 
which were 
silver in color. 
The addition of 
the bulbous air 
cleaner to the 
top of the 
bonnet is 
another 

differentiating feature. The Series III was altogether a taller machine 
and even if in fern green paint it cannot be mistaken for the 1& 2. 
This machine was turned out in bright orange and silver livery.  

The Field Marshall Series III was launched in 1949.  The main 
differences from previous Field Marshall tractors were that the 40 
h.p. engine rotation was changed to anti-clockwise.  The 
transmission was a dual range unit with six forward and two reverse 
speeds.  An improved version with better engine performance the 
Series IIIA was produced from 1952 to 1957, these provided the 
option of electric starting and a bolt on hydraulic lift system made by 
the Adrolic Engineering Co.  

 



Tractor Road Run 
July 4 th  

 
Join the many tractor drivers on a Road Run and, 

at the same time; help raise money for  
St Nicholas Hospice. (Registered Charity No 287773)  

 

All we ask is that you raise a minimum 
of £10.00 sponsorship.  

 
 
The Run leaves the site of the FMPS Long Melford 
Rally at 6pm and it is expected to be 
approximately 15 miles. 
 

To take part in the run contact:-  
Tom Hunt. 
15 Papeley Meadow.  
Barrow.  
Bury St. Edmunds. IP29 5DL    
Telephone 01284 810160   or  07814 391736 
 
  

It is your responsibility to ensure your tractor co nforms to all 
legal requirements necessary to take part in this r oad run.  

 
Entry Forms Available to Download on our Websites  

 
www.fmps.org.uk    or   www.melfordrally.co.uk   

 


